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Department of 
Education 
conducts audit of 
RSTA 


by Jessica Rubin-Wills and Emily 
Kanstroom 
Register Forum Staff 


, On Monday, October 2 and 
Tuesday, October 3, representatives 
from the state Department of Education 
conducted an audit of the vocational 
education programs at the Rindge 
School of Technical Arts. 

According to Tom Lividoti, the 
Executive Director of Vocational and 
Technical Education, the state audit 
involved the carpentry, electronics, 
computer programming, culinary, and 
drafting programs in RSTA. Experts in 
each of those fields, often teachers from 
other schools, visited the programs to 
find out if they met an extensive 
checklist of requirements. 

An audit of the entire CRLS is done 
every ten years, and usually they do an 
audit of RSTA at the same time. 
However, the last time RSTA went 
through an audit was in 1986, when the 
school “passed with flying colors.” 

The results of this year’s audit were 






by Jessica anetenaes 
Register AEG ee 








|CRLS Blood Drive Raises 63 pints 


(staff photo) 


not yet available, but the RSTA staff are 
hopeful that the programs will be 
approved. According to Mr. Lividoti, if 
the programs do not meet state 
guidelines, they could lose between 
$100,000 and $150,000 of state funding, 
as well as other grants. 

RSTA’s programs would still be able 
to run, but it would be up to the 
Superintendent to find a way to finance 
them. 

This audit comes at a time when 
CRLS is trying to decide about its future 
plans for technical education. This past 
year, the Superintendent and the School 
Committee gave eighth graders the 
opportunity to enroll at Minuteman 
Technical High School in Lexington if 
they felt that RSTA did not meet their 
needs. Over 70 students applied, and 
about 50 got in. 

Mr. Lividoti says that if the programs 
do meet the state standards, he has many 
plans for improving RSTA in the future. 
This year, a new Hotel and Hospitality 
program was started with fifteen seniors, 
who work at hotels in Cambridge. Mr. 
Lividoti hopes to expand on this, and 
start new programs, especially in the 
biotechnology field. 


Coming next month: a report on the 
results of the audit, as well as a look 
at the current programs in RSTA and 


their plans for the future. 





















Hop, Sniff, Glow 


Register Forum Staff 
by Emily Kanstroom 


Alba is a regular bunny—well, almost. 
Alba has one special characteristic. When seen 
through black lights, like those of any night- 
club, Alba’s entire body, including her eyes, 
paws and whiskers, glows. Scientists created 
this otherworldly phenomenon by combining 
the DNA of a white rabbit with 
that of a phosphorescent jellyfish. 

One of the most debated topics of our tech- 
nological era is genetic engineering. People 
who support genetic engineering often do so 
because they feel that many genetic diseases 
such as Canavan’s and Huntington’s could be 
avoided entirely. Others are more cautious, 
fearing a society of clones. 

The debate was recently re-ignited when 
artist Eduardo Kac of Chicago commissioned 
this genetic engineering project. Although the 
project was his idea, scientists are now refus- 
ing to release Alba into his custody. 

The creation of Alba brought the debate 
over genetic engineering into focus mainly be- 
cause Alba is an art project. Kac has joined the 
ranks of many other artists who create New- 
Age art, and display it all over the world. 

Kac’s earlier work includes a project en- 
titled "Genesis". In order to create this work, 
Kac translated the portion of the Bible entitled 
"Genesis" into Morse code, and then translated 
it into a DNA sequence, which was injected into 
abacterium. This project also includes a web- 
site. Whenever a person signs on, a strong ul- 
traviolet light shines on the bacterium causing 
it to mutate. While Kac has philosophical rea- 
sons behind his symbolic, albeit rather bizarre, 
art work, many people feel that the creation of 
Alba is simply not ethical, or acceptable. 

While scientists are still unsure as to what 
other implications the phosphorous in Alba’s 
gene pool might have, Alba is currently as 
healthy as any rabbit. For now Alba just hops, 
sniffs, and glows, blissfully unaware of the 
whirlwind of controversy and debate her slight 
unnatural existence has created. 





Mutant Bunny 


by Kathy Materazzo 
Register Forum Staff 


Inspired by the scientific defeats of our 
present day era, the artist, Kac, set forth to 


revolutionize art by making it come to life, 
literally. The outcome of Kac's experimen- 
tation with the new art 
form, transgenetic art, 


News was Alba, the seemin gly 
Aialvsi ordinary white bunny, 
Malysis} put when the lights turn 


out she glows. 

However 
constroversial the idea of transgenetic art may 
seem, it's still an expression of art, for art is 
the expression of human capabilities, its de- 
feats and its weaknesses. There is no better 
portrayal than that of life itself. Like many 
works of art, the outer layers seems beauti- 
ful, but within the work there lies conflict 
that all observers of the painting must con- 
front. In comparison to these great works of 
art, the bunny Alba, too, has an outer layer 
of beauty that attracts the naked eye, but hid- 
den behind that white, soft, fur there is con- 
flict, conflicts between science, morality, re- 
ligion and society. There was no greater con- 
flict, however, that arose from the creation 
of Alba than the conflict between science and 


‘the natural world. For no matter the great- 


sete 





Getting Personal With 
Paula 


by Emily Kanstroom 
Register Forum Staff 






















































Paula Evans has been interviewed about Re- 
structuring until she’s blue in the face, (and so 
is everyone else). We at the Register Forum 
office, however, suddenly realized we didn’t 
even know her middle name. So I caught up 
with Ms. Evans at 7:10 one morning, (before 
she stepped out to hurry along the late-com- 
ers)... and here she is. 


Name: Paula Mysell Evans 
Where were you born? Boston 
Where did you grow up? Boston and 
Belmont 

Birthday: April 15 

Do you have any siblings? | brother, Neal, 
age 51, whodives in Maynard 

Are you married? Yes 

Husband’s name: Robert 

Occupation: psychologist (interviewer’s re- 
sponse: “wow.”) 

Do you have any children? I have 2, Nicho- 
las age 27, who is a graduate student at 
Kennedy School at Harvard in public policy, 
and Alec age 21, who is a senior at Haverford 
What is a typical day like for you? Well I 
spend about 11 or 12 hours a day at CRLS 
(oh god!!) 

°7-7:15 arrive/ get ready for the day 

espend much of the day “out and about", es- 
pecially during lunchtime and in the morning 
to greet students, 

eoften in meetings with individual students and 
families who have difficulties at CRLS, or in 
meetings with deans of small schools, 
*small independent study of four young 
women who are doing SAT Prep, 

etry to get into as many classrooms as I can, 
catch up on e-mail (between 20 and 40 mes- 
sages a day) 

eat school until 5:30 or 6 , (if there are no 
evening meetings) 

°7:00—get home, have dinner, do about an 
hour of work on the computer 

Favorites: 

food: gumbo (gumbo?) 

ice cream: anything with mocha 

color: yellow (because it’s a color of hope and 
sunshine) 

actress: Meryl Streep 

actor: umm, that guy who was in Remains of 
the Day... let’s come back (if you know the 
answer to this puzzle, call us!! 

writer: Doris Kearns Goodwin, Barbara 
Kingsolver 

movie: The Godfather Movies, Remains of the 
Day : 

ty show: I don’t have a tv (interviewer is in 
shock.) 

food store: everything from Star Market to 
Bread and Circus, to Formaggio...I love. 
Formaggio...it makes me feel i a in 
France i 
clothing store: “Perceptions” in Cane N 
Interview, continued on page. 
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Look to the STARs 


by Tamara Sturges, Leah Jackson, and 
Caitlin Bergin 


Advisors, Eileen Taxe and Maureen 
Hanlon-Gulati 


The STARs (Students Teaching and 

Advocating Respect) was started in 1998 
by Eileen Taxe, who has taught health and 
physical education in the Cambridge Pub- 
lic Schools for 25 years. The STARs pro- 
gram started off with 20 members and has 
grown to nearly 40 members. The STARs 
are trained by professionals in the areas of 
sexual harassment, teen dating violence, 
and alcohol/substance abuse. The STARs 
conduct workshops in these areas for fresh- 
men. Peer education enables the STARs 
to connect with freshmen and help them 
successfully adjust to life at CRLS. The 
STARs have produced a week-long annual 
"violence prevention" conference. 

"Look to the Stars” is a new enaeavor 
of the STARs program, which was created 
by Leah Jackson and Tamara Sturges 
(CRLS seniors in the STARs program), 
along with Caitlin Bergin and other CRLS 
STARs. Leah, Tamara, and the other 
STARs are working in conjuction with the 
Teen Health Center to produce this new 
column. Together, the STARs and the Teen 
Health Center hope to answer your ques- 
tions about teen health issues. Each month, 
“Look to the STARs" will tackle a new 
topic. These topics have been created 
based on questions from freshmen health 
classes, and will address areas such as de- 

"pression, nutrition, and teen sexuality. The 
STARs and Teen Health want to answer 
all of your questions, so please write them 
down and drop them off in the STARs 
boxes, which are located in the Teen Health 
Center and in the STARs classroom 
(R514). The STARs are hoping to increase 
the number of STARs boxes later in the 
year. All questions are anonymous, and 
the boxes are sealed, so your questions will 
be safe with us. 

If you have any immediate questions 
or need help with any teen issue, contact 


any of the staff at the Teen Health Center ~ 


(on the Broadway side of the first floor 
behind the main cafeteria), or the STARs 
(whose pictures will be displayed in the 
display case next to the main office). The 
STARs and the staff at the Teen Health 
Center are always available to help you or 
answer any questions you might have. 
November's "Look to the Stars" program: 
Depression 


Clubs 


Science Team 


The CRLS Science Team began the 
school year with a zeal that was made mani- 
fest with signs that invited students to join 
the club with the lures of friends, wild par- 
ties and membership to a three-time cham- 
pion science team. Three captains were 
elected the second week of school, namely 
Benjamin Somberg, Yishan Zhang and Jes- 
sica Leight. A treasurer, Nazmin Bhuiya, a 
social director, Esha Senchaudhuri, and a 
Media Liason, Keyzom Ngodup were also 





Robotics Team 


Playing field. Competition. Goals. Points. 
Team spirit. Cheering. Excitement. Robots. 

Which of the above seems a bit out of 
place? Years ago, answering "robots" might 
have been acceptable but not anymore. Since 
the establishment of the FIRST (For the Inspi- 
ration and Recognition of Science and Tech- 
nology) organization in 1989, students all over 
the nation have been discovering that engineer- 
ing can be cool and fun. 

The primary focus of FIRST is the annual 
robotics competition. Every January, teams 
send representatives to Manchester, New 
Hampshire, where the year's competition 
guidelines are revealed. During the six weeks 
following, members design and build from 
scratch a robot that they think will best accom- 
plish the competition challenges as designated 
by FIRST. At the conclusion of six weeks, the 
team travels to regional and/or national com- 
petition in early March and April to see how 
its ideas matches up against others. 

Here at MIT, the season has already 
started. The team, composed of students from 
School, and Chelsea High School as well as 
engineers from Teradyne Inc., is conducting 
seminars on engineering design and electron- 
ics every other weekend in building 6 begin- 
ning this month. This will hopefully familiar- 
ize members with the equipment, designs, and 
rules that they will work with when the actual 
competition rolls around in January. For more 

information, check out the 1999 webpage 
http://web.mit.edu/first/www/ or contact first- 
team @ MIT.EDU 











Interview, cont. from page 1 

What was the name of your high 
school? Belmont High 

Did you ever get in trouble/sent to 
the principal’s office? Oh, I think I 
may have a couple of times. Once I 
had to go to the vice-principal’s 
ae that I may have given 
























"Talented'' Students 
Perform 


by Esha Senchaudhuri and Tenzin Dickyi 
Register Forum Staff 


Student stars dazzled the stage of the 
CRLS auditorium on the night of October 
6, by expressing through art the love of free- 
dom, the manacles of depression, and the 
flamboyant zest for living, which embrace 
the teenage world. The talent show, spon- 
sored by the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and 
the Music and Drama Departments at 
CRLS, proved such a success in the eyes 
of the supportive audience that they voted 
to cancel the intermission, overlooked the 
minor technical difficulties and greeted 
each set. The Rap Quartet, Dynasty, made 
quite a powerful statement, with girls yell- 
ing “We love you Dynasty,” even after the 
talent show had ended. 

Nick Marshall’s songs containing mis- 
chievous lyrics and accompanied by the 
guitar brought laughter and hand-clapping 
from the audience, and was followed by 
Tomas Escolera’s rhythm and blues perfor- 
mance which received applause even be- 
fore the lyrics began, and even more ap- 
plause after the performance had ended. 

Lyden Marcellot and Noah Fougere 
presented themselves as the only heavy 
metal duo of the night, and Erik Jones and 
Jeff Magid followed with a presentation of 
very positive rap. 

Michaelle and Rachelle Joseph re- 
ceived much appreciation for their divine 
voices, accompanied by Mr. Patterson on 
the piano, while Bill Bannon awed the au- 
dience with his juggling tricks. 

Saideh Rezai-Kamalabad then sang 
a song about being “‘a part of the human 
heart,” a song that will be featured in the 
upcoming school musical. 

The talent show ended with a skit and 
a fast-speed hip-hop dance from Adam and 
Nathaniel. After the show, we caught up 
with one of the winning acts, the step 


Interview with Paula Evans 


thought about possibly going into social 
work, and possibly going into teaching. 
What do you like most about the student 
body? I think that people are unafraid of 
voicing their opinions. I think people are 
quite open. Many, not all, but many stu- 
dents are very committed to the school and 
to getting a good education. 

Least? I think we have some students who 
don’t take this place seriously... who think 
it’s ok to be late, and ok to miss class, and 
worry that some students will eave here 

/ithout very much. i 


é Does Eaters about restruc coe 


_ Pet peeve: lateness and disrespé 


What is the craziest thing ad 
done? I took a group of students canoe! 











Writers Wanted: 


submissions due 
in early 
November! 


dancing troupe "Bridge Affiliated Divas, 
who were tied for first place with Adar 
and Nathaniel in the Modern Dance cai 
egory. They pointed us out to Aminat 
Loum, the director of their act,. Ami e 
plained that she graduated from a Bosto 
High School last year, and she has alway 
done step dancing. She called step dan: 
ing “a social icebreaker, a nice way to mak 
friends and have fun". 

Ami said that the Bridge Affiliated D 
vas practiced hard for the Talent Shoy 
meeting for intensive sessions at Th 
Dance Complex in Central Square on Mor 
days and Fridays and having informal se: 
sions at Ami's house on other days. An 
herself made up most of the many compl 
cated steps but encouraged the other gir 
to make their own contributions as muc 
as possible, and the result was a colorf 
mix of trendy styles and original moves 
Ami added that the dancers wore lette 
printed on the backs-of their shirts,“RI 
Mecca Child,” because the dancers wante 
to dedicate their performance to th 
memory of Garrett Allen, a CRLS stude! 
who died last year.. 

The judges of the talent show, Dama 
Mitchell (WILD — HOT 97), Phaedra Bu 
ler (Rindge graduate and backstage sing 
for Whoopi Goldberg in Sister Act), ar 
Peter Cassino (jazz pianist from the Lons 
School), agreed that all of the performe 
put forth great talent and a lot of energy 
Music teacher Bob Ponte was already co’ 
sidering hosting another talent show le 
than a half hour after the first show ende 
The entire audience seemed to share 
feeling of Gayton Yancy, the represen| 
tive of the Omega Psi Phi who mused, 
was a pure pleasure to see such youth 
enthusiasm combined with the great le 
of skill.” 















I like the kids who are here. I find the 
interesting and energetic and creative 

Least favorite? The size. And findi 
ways to make the school more person 
ized for all students. That’s hard. 









(hmmm...are we surprised??) 
What we all want to know is...when I 

you eat lunch?? [laughs]. I don’t m 
Usually after our lunch is over. I hi 
crackers in my closet, or sometimes I 
lunch after school. 















when I was teaching, some of whom co 
not swim. : 


: ‘What else do you want the audend 


ing know about you? I’ma good listener, | 


Icare about them, that I really want to mi p 
lr 
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FDA approves 
abortion pill 


by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 
Register Forum Staff 

Amid a heated debate, the United States 
Food and Drug Administration recently ap- 
proved pill RU-486 for American women. 
It is possible that Mifeprex, (brand name for 
RU-486), will be sold by physicians some- 
time this month. 

The drug holds the ability to induce an 
abortion in the first seven weeks of preg- 
nancy. Although this is a new concept to 
Americans, RU-486 has been available to 
European women for the past several years. 
This medical breakthrough wiil provide the 
American woman with a safe alternative to 
surgical abortion. Mifeprex can terminate 
a pregnancy immediately, whereas surgical 
abortions are usually not started until at least 
eight weeks of gestation. 

Naturally, Mifeprex is extremely con- 
troversial. Anti-abortion organizations have 
strongly opposed the use of the drug, and 
“will not tolerate the FDA’s decision to ap- 
prove the destruction of innocent human 
persons through chemical abortion.” 

Mifeprex brings forth a new topic of 
debate for the upcoming presidential elec- 
tion. Although not stated, it is implied that 
presidential candidate George W. Bush will 
attempt to overturn the FDA’s decision 
should he be elected president. Vice Presi- 
dent Al Gore stands in full favor of the drug. 

Although the topic of abortion is not 
new, the FDA’s approval of Mifeprex could 
be viewed as a medical milestone. Natu- 
‘rally, it will cause controversy. 


Marion Jones: An 
Olympic Superstar 


by Gretchen Overholtzer 
Register Forum Staff 


Marion Jones aspired to accomplish 
a feat that has never before been attained by a 
woman: to win five gold medals. As a sprinter 
he had focused on the 100 meter dash, 200 
neter, 4 x 100 relay, and 4 x 400 relay. Later, 
‘onto the field to jump for a gold in the long 
jump. She says she loves to win and hates sec- 
‘ond place. Therefore, she had goals set to win 
every event she participated in at the Olympics 
is summer. This victory was taken away from 
her when she fouled on four of her six jumps in 
e final of the long jump, and later in the games 
hen the 4 x 100 meter relay team finished 
third. 


In the 100 meter dash, Jones took the © 


gold easily. She flew across the finish line .37 

econds ahead of her competition, by more than 
lhree meters. She finished with a smile, but 
ended up in tears after realizing what she had 
accomplished. Jones described the night be- 
ore the 100 meter dash as restless and diffi- 
ult. She could not keep her mind from going 
ver and over her race plan, even though she 
Ominated the 100 meter race in her past three 
easons of competition. Although Jones still 
lad four more battles in the Olympic games, 
he said that this event was “the most impor- 
it race of her life.” 














ustralia's favorite runner, Cathy Freeman, who 
‘Presented Australia and the Aborigines. It 
a quick race that tested each runner for 
ed and mental endurance - Jones held out 

















has jumped as far as 23 feet 11 inches, the 
long-jump: mt 


‘In the 200 meter she challenged 


the finish. As along-jumper Jones struggles. 





Gore versus Bush 


by Daniel Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff . 

Just because you aren't old enough to vote doesn't mean that political issues 
don't concern you. Even if others will do the voting, there are many political issues 
that concern minors, and these issues will be a large factor in the upcoming presi- 
dential election between current Vice President Al Gore and Texas Governor George 
W. Bush. Here's a list of some major issues and where the two 
candidates stand: 

Education:. Bush supports school vouchers, which means the government would 
help pay for a private school education for students who attend public schools that 
do not meet federal standards. Gore opposes this, saying that public tax money 
should be used for public schools, not private schools. Gore strongly supports teacher 
testing, and would like to see the National Assessment of Education Progress (NEAP) 



















school shootings, Bush is making a strong push for increased school safety. He also 
supports school prayer and the posting of the Ten Commandments in school, ideas 
that Gore strongly opposes. 
Guns and crime: Bush supports raising the legal age for buying handguns 
fromeighteen to twenty-one. He also supports harsher punishments for juvenile of- 
fenders. Both candidates support the death penalty. 
Abortion: Gore strongly supports a woman's right to have an abortion. Bush is 
opposed to abortion, but does not wish to ban it altogether. However, he would like 
to ban late-term abortions. 
Economy: Bush is supporting a $483 billion tax cut over five years. Gore wants to 
keep a balanced budget, use the budget surplus to pay off debts, and invest in areas 
such as education and health care. He is also trying to raise the minimum wage by 
$1 over two years. 
Technology: Both candidates are making a push for increased technology. Gore 
hopes to expand the role of technology in the classrooms, while Bush is pushing for 
more access to technology in rural areas. 
Media: This has been a controversial issue throughout the campaign. Both sides are 
fighting to prohibit the marketing of R-rated movies and other age-restricted prod- 
ucts to minors. Democratic Vice Presidential Nominee Joseph Lieberman has been 
especially vocal on issues regarding the media. He and Gore support the enforce- 
ment of Parental Advisory Warnings on CDs, as well as the use of the V-chip for 
television and parental controls on the Internet. George W. Bush and his vice presi- 
dential nominee, Dick Cheney, haven't been quite as vocal on the subject, but they 
are also fighting to prevent adult material from being marketed to minors. 
Election Day is Tuesday, November 7. For the official political websites of the 
candidates, go to www.algore2000.com or www.georgebush.com. 































Although this bronze medal in the 
long-jump fuined her hopes for five gold 
melds, she smiled and remained cheerful 
throughout the awards ceremony. “I’m dis- 
appointed,” stated Jones after her slip at the 
gold. She was only practicing three times a 
week and didn’t even hire a long-jump coach. 
Based on just the speed of her jumps, most 
think she did an excellent job. 

When it came down to the two re- 
lays, Jones had teammates to share the pres- 
sure with, but in a relay all a runner can do is 
run her fastest and hope her teammates do the 
same. Both relays were run on the same day, 
which added pressure, but nothing that Jones 
hadn’t seen before. The US 4 x 100 meter 
team took the track with Jones as their anchor. 
The team had only been assembled shortly 
before, therefore the handoffs had not been 
practiced to the full extent which they should 
have been. In the 4 x 100 meter relay, the 
main area to make a mistake is in the handoffs. 
This is also the spot in this relay where the 
crowd is on the edge of their seats, anticipat- 
ing an error. Unfortunately, the handoffs were 
messy and unrehearsed, adding seconds onto 
the precious time they had. Jones crossed the 
finish line in time to place for a bronze medal. 

In the 4 x 400 meter relay things 
brightened up for Jones. She ran the fastest _ 
leg on her team, and altogether they won first 
place. After the first two legs, the US was in 
second place, and by the third leg Jones had - | 
pushed them up to first. This was fantastic, 
considering that Jones hates the 400 meter. 

With all of the media hype on 
Marion Jones’s quest for five gold medals, 
America was focused on track for the first 
time. There was also the media hype on her 
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tests given to 4th, 8th, and 12th graders every other year. In wake of the many recent © 
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Nader a reason 
to vote 


by James Kern 
Register Forum Correspondent 

This voting year, over 51% of the eli- 
gible voters won't be going to the voting 
booth. Some are just too lazy, but most are 
tired of having to choose between the lesser 
of two evils every four years. Amid this 
sea of disillusionment, Ralph Nader and the 
Green Party are sparking excitement and 
giving many voters a reason to go to the 
booth this November 7th. 

This is Nader's second campaign fight- 
ing soft money and corporate control of the 
government. His running mate is Wynonna 
LaDuke, a Native American mother of three 
and a noted feminist. Together they are 
fighting for the protection of the environ- 
ment, a living wage, education reform, and 
decentralizing the wealth of America. Their 
campaign accepts no corporate donations, 
making it very hard to get their message 
out to the people. 

Récently the presidential debates were 
held in Boston. These debates are critical 
for a third party candidate, and Nader is 
being kept out of them, along with Pat 
Buchanan. Nader was even denied entry 
into the debates as a spectator although he 
had a ticket. The fact that Nader has the 
Democrats and Republicans, who control 
the debate commission, worried enough not 
to even let him be a speaker is a testament 
to his message and how strong and pro- 
found it is. So when it comes time to vote, 
go for Nader because, as he says, "If you 
vote for the lesser of two evils, you still 
end up with evil." 
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Listening to Every Voice; Printing What You Need to Hear 





Who Is Helping Us? 


How many of us seniors have recently sat, immobile, drowning our sorrows in 
bowls of ice cream and hot fudge? We are the seniors, forgotten in the push for a new 
school, a new way of life. As we attempt to compete with the millions of other seniors all 
over the nation for a few, coveted college spots, who is helping us? It isn’t our counselors 
who, in the chaos and bedlam of restructuring, have little time for appointments. It isn’t 
the teachers, for though they often remind us all the tasks necessary for admission we 
have yet to complete, they do not have the information we need. 

Where were the signs reminding us to sign up for the SATs? Where are the 
applications we need to fill out? The only applications available are nearly four years 
old! How can we meet with our elusive counselors? And why do we still have so much 
homework? Applying to college in itself seems equivalent to the work-load of three or 
four advanced placement classes. How many of us are ready to run ourselves over with 
the cars we wish we owned? Where can we get the help we need? In some schools, 
meetings are being held to discuss SATs this week. Unfortunately, it’s too late for anyone 
who wanted to apply early decision. Even if one registered for the October SAT the 
second that meeting was over, one would still have had to pay a fifteen- dollar late fee. 
How do we get recommendations from our teachers? Which teachers do we ask? What 
forms do we need? What’s that? A “brag sheet, you say? We should have one done 
already? When were we told that? 

The questions overwhelm our minds, and seep into our bodies. We are possessed 
with an all-encompassing fear that we will be rejected from any and all of the schools we 
desire. Even worse, we fear we will do something wrong in our applications, or have 
forgotten one little thing that may cost us our future. Our lives, our careers, our futures 
are on the line, and who is helping us? 

Our hearts go out to the few souls who rise above the current pandemonium of 
CRLS to reach out to us. There are many people working very hard to save us from 
collegiate ruin. They are, however, few and far between. Still, to those people, our 
heartiest thanks, most appreciative gratitude, and a heart-felt prayer that you may inspire 
the other wayward souls to join you in your quest. You must understand that we need 
help. We are groping our way through darks alleys and caves, searching for the light at 
the end; our acceptance letters from the colleges we pray to attend. So we ask, as seniors 
on the brink of our lives as adults, about to begin the winding journey to our futures, who 
is helping us? 
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Long Winter Ahead 
For Boston Sports 


Fans 


by Ed Crane 
Register Forum Staff 


It's going to be a long winter, and 


I'm not talking about weather.. The state © 


of pro sports in Boston is going to be 
quite frigid this winter. 

First off, the Red Sox supplied an- 
other disapointing season, and will be 
sitting at home while its hated rivals, the 
Yankees, will be making another run at 
the World Series. The Red Sox were at 
their most frustrating this season. The 
only successful people in Fenway this 
summer were the beer men. Beer sales 
were higher than normal because you 


had to be drunk to stay past the fifth in- 


ning. That's how painful it was to watch 
Red Sox batters swing at pitches that 
they would have needed a pool stick to 
even nick, and then watch Pedro, the 
best pitcher in baseball, lose games 1-0 
because the Sox have a team full of T- 
ball hitters. Where's Mo Vaughn when 
you need him? The only exciting parts 
of the season were Carl Everett's infa- 
mous head butt and Manny Alexander's 
drug running. Hey Manny, the bat boy 
is supposed to carry your bats, not your 
drugs. 

Well, if the Red Sox didn't live up 
to expectations, the Patriots certainly 
have. This is not a good thing, for they 
will be lucky to win four games this year. 
After going to the Super Bow! four years 
ago, the Patriots have steadily declined. 
Now, nobody wants to waste their Sun- 
day watching Drew Bledsoe get massa- 
cred. I'm starting to wonder about Drew, 
he seems to enjoy bearhugs from sweaty, 
three hundred pound linemen. Maybe 
they could sign Rosie O'Donnell to play 
offensive line? 

So, with these teams ruining sum- 
mer and fall, who is going to ruin win- 
ter? Who elese but the greatest franchise 


in basketball history, the Celtics. The 


Celts are now the most mediocre team 
in the league. they are a talented team 
who could make the playoffs, but haven't 
for seven years. And they won't this year. 
Ill omens were already sent in the 


| offseason when their best player, Paul 
Pierce, was stabbed and almost killed. : 








What Does 
Lieberman's 
Nomination Re- 
ally mean? 





by Jessica Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff 





America prides itself on being a 
nation of immigrants, a "melting pot" 
for many diverse nationalities and | 
races. However, whenever we have 
gone to the polls to choose a person 
to lead us as president, we have al- 
ways chosen a white Christian male. 

That is not going to change next 
month on Election Day, when either 
Al Gore or George W. Bush will be- 
come our next president. However, 
when Gore chose an Orthodox Jew, 
Joseph Lieberman, to be his running 
mate, he took one small step toward 
making the White House more 
closely reftect our nation's popula- 
tion. : 

From the moment Lieberman's 
name was announced, the press and 
the public began wondering what this 
would mean. Since Lieberman ob- 
serves the Jewish Sabbath and does 
not work or travel from sundown Fri- 
day to sundown Saturday, how can 
he carry out the responsibilities of a 
vice-president? Would his nomina- 
tion bring about Anti-Semitism or 
cause Gore to lose votes? Would 
religion take on too much importance 
in the campaign and threaten the 
separation of church and state? 

Underneath all of this, though, 
there is a central question: are we 
ready for a national leader who is not 
a white Christian male? In the press, 
Lieberman has been compared to 
Jackie Robinson, the Brooklyn 
Dodgers player who broke the color 
barrier in Major League Baseball. 
Robinson is an example of someone 
who challenged traditional prejudices 
and demonstrated the ent of 
diversity. 

___ Asa Jewish person, I felta spe- 
cial sense of pride when I heard about 
Lieberman's nomination. I am not an 








Orthodox Jew, and I do not lead as 
observant a life as Lieberman does. 
| However, I am still always aware of 








fact th tT am part fa small mi- 
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Stress is Us 
by Liz Atkins 






As high school students, at times it 
seems that our choices are limited. We 
either have time to be great students with 
A's on our report card every term, or have 
a social life with lots of friends and par- 
ties. Some- 
times it seems 
we've only got 
one choice of 
how to live our 
lives. Maybe 
you ask your- 
self, what's 
most impor- 
tant? What do 
you__ really 
need more? 
What's best for 
you? When you decide to stay up past 
midnight on Sunday partying with friends 
even though you have a lab report or a 
history paper due on Monday, what kind 
of decision are you making? 

As teenagers we're constantly facing 
hard decisions, whether it's a question of 
grades vs. friends, or maybe it's something 
else. Maybe it's trouble with sports, or 
extracurricular activities, maybe theatre, 
chorus, an instrument, parents, siblings, 
work - it's all of these things together - 
everything in life that's worrisome and 
stressful. We're always being pulled in 
many directions, with multiple things to 
do - it's no wonder we get bent out of shape 
sometimes. 

You don't need to hear it from a 
teacher or a counselor to know these 
things. Everywhere we hear stories about 
teenagers committing suicide - about kids 
getting into drugs and alcohol to relieve 
themselves of pain and problems. Maybe, 
just by being teenagers, we know these 
things. Maybe we have friends on the 
verge of breaking down - maybe on the 
verge of suicide. Maybe, in one split sec- 
ond of depression and pain you've caught 
yourself thinking these things yourself. 
The question is, do we know how to deal 
with these feelings? Do we know how to 
relieve ourselves of pain and depression 
and stress before we ourselves become 
victims? 

Here are some ideas that counselors 
here at CRLS offer to students who are 
feeling the stress we described above. 


























































DO ONE THING AT A TIME - It's self- 
defeating to try and solve every task or 
problem at once. Break up your problem, 
and the solution into smaller and more 
manageable steps. 

EXERCISE REGULARLY - Walking to 
school, walking to the train station, run- 
ning, joining a sports activity here at 
CRLS, any of these activities will make 
you feel better about yourself (as any 
CRLS athlete will agree). 

GET ENOUGH SLEEP - Sleep is essen- 
tial!!! Insomnia makes people feel crazy, 
inept, NOT COOL! i 
EAT "GOOD FOOD" - Food is also es- 
sential. Foods that are high in fiber and 
low i in fat and sugar, help reduce sensitiv- 
_ ity to stress. Limit the caffeine when you 
feel stressed! 

ACCEPT YOUR OWN SHORTCOM- _ 




















Lost and Found 


by Ben Somberg 
Register Forum Correspondent 


After nearly a decade of contro- 
versy over plans for restructuring CRLS, 
we sit here now in the resulting school. 
Beside the fact that I can't find any teach- 
ers anymore because they've all moved, it 
feels the same to me. Most freshman and 
sophomores say they feel quite differently. 

The new year brings with it five 
new small schools, to replace five old 
small schools. Regardless of that enigma, 
the fact remains that we had a flawed house 
system, where some schools outperformed 
others by an un-acceptably large margin. 
The quota system for assigning students 
to houses had fallen apart, and something 
had to be done. 

Enter ‘autonomous schools’. 
While I don't think the new schools have 
identities yet, many students have already 
talked about which school they wish they 
were in or which they thought had the best 
teachers. I can't speak for the incoming 
folks, but it looks to me as if freshman and 
sophomore core classes are not dramati- 
cally different from what they used to be. 
Time will tell if the new groupings of 
teachers and new structure will flourish for 
our core academic subjects. 

While milking the benefits of 
small schools - of which there are many - 
are we giving up advantages of a larger 
school that we don't have to be giving up? 
For years, Rindge has been a place where 
unique course offerings are opportunities 
for all. Multi-year, in-depth programs in 
any department shouldn't have to be com- 
promised by redesign. From four-year lan- 
guage programs that were open to all stu- 
dents, to course sequences in art and drama 
that bring students to very advanced lev- 
els by their last high school years, we have 
incredible offerings that, at this point, look 
to be endangered. What happens when the 
teachers that make up a small department, 
such as music, are split up across the five 
schools? Technical education may have 
effectively bit the dust this year, and what's 
to say others aren't to follow? One thing 
is for sure - the fate of many of these pro- 
grams isn't set in stone yet. That's where 
your involvement comes in. 

Despite long disagreements and 
controversies, projects have evolved over 
the years to become great successes. It will 
be in these next few years that the future 
of the restructured CRLS will be deter- 


- mined. You'll only get out of it what you 


put into it. 









Lowering The Voting 
~ Age To Sixteen 


by Artis Bergman 
pe Forum aie 


You walk into a booth and punch 
holes in a card, you walk into a booth and get 
to affect the future, modify the city and school 


-| around you. You sori Pee tell gt 













it works well. 


that appears may or may not remain valid. 


The Campaign to Lower the Voting Age to 
16 in Cambridge is taking place now. This will 
allow high school youth to vote (while in high 
school) for City Council and School Commit- 
tee members and for local referendum questions. 

City Council and School Committee mem- 
bers together control the schools. Most decisions 
CRLS makes have to be approved by them, so 
by personally electing members, you will be 
deciding who controls our school. Lowering the 


voting age will create a group of 1,500 youth 


that the city government would have to pay at- 
tention to--attention that the youth and students 
of Cambridge deserve. 





Joe Knows: School Government 


by Joseph Trevithick 
Register Forum Staff 


When I wrote articles for The Register Forum my freshman year, I started with 
an article about student government, or lack thereof. Unfortunately, I am 
writing the same article again. Student government; I haven't seen it; I don't 
have anything to do with it; and I don't know who's in it, that is, if someone 
is in it. Although I am no longer serving on any form of student government, I 
can still see the lack of it in school.. Adding to this already fairly dismal situation, is 
the ironic fact that Paula Evans, our principal, stressed the importance of school gov- 
ernment during her speech the first day of school. While I know, few of you remember 
it, or listened to it while it was happening, it was stated, in effect, that the student 
government was sort of New and Improved and would be a major factor in student life 
in school. Since then, I haven't heard anything about it, and when it comes to 
connections in the administration, I have some of the best.. 

This seems to be a recurring problem. The administration emphasizes the 
importance of a community in the school with many representatives to a sort of 
government, only to forget about it. Now they might soon tell me that they 
haven't forgotten about it, but then I would ask them to read the schedules they 
gave out to parents on Open House night. Note the following dates, all in the 
past: September 18 - CRLS Nomination papers, Student Government Candidate 
Nomination Papers, September 26 - CRLS Election Speeches, September 27 and 28 - 
CRLS School Wide Election. I haven't been to an assembly, meeting, or been 
present for a message or piece on the upcoming election. If it's so important, 
then why is nobody talking about it? I can't truly speak for the body of my 
friends, but I know that we havenit heard a thing in homeroom, and I havenit 
heard about it anywhere else. Now this may sound arrogant, but people can back 
me up when I say, that if I haven't heard about it, than I know a good portion 
of people haven't heard about it. It seems presumptuous to say that something 
is very important and has been revised in order to put it into effect, and then 
not to tell anybody what's going on. Also, in a school of 2000, if you put it 
on one of the 150-200 Did- You-Knows, nobody will ever know about it. The only 
way they could keep true to their deadlines is to say that the democratic 
process took place in a bunker underneath the school far away from the light of 
day, and I just don't buy that. The least they could have done would be to have 
sent something around apologizing for the delays and desperately trying to 
assure the five people involved that it would be happening soon. 

Still, the concerns do not stop there. What's to say that when we get this 
worked out, that given this beginning it will be any different than before. If 
nobody knows that it had ever begun, than how many will feel that the few really 
represent the many. If they get this working, they need to protect against a 
repeat of my freshman experience, where reps met once and not again until my 
article came out. There needs to be reliable versions of a form of quality 
control on the process and execution, so that people will gain some faith in the 
process, and people, who don't represent the thoughts and ideas of the trashcans 
in the hallways, end up speaking for the whole school. If that happens, the 
democratic process in the school will take on a form similar to the democratic 
process of the nation. One that seeks to find the lesser of two evils, because 
morals and ethics have gone so far into the trash, people feel they don't need 
them anymore. Why should school government be a model of this country 
process, instead of this school serving as a light for all of those interested 

in the true spirit of democracy? If we get this to work, we need to make sure 


Stay tuned every month for more rants from the back of the room, but until then. 
stay safe, stay real, and look critically at your surroundings. 


*Please note that this column was written on September 2nd. Therefore, the information 


Local referendum questions, Boih 16 and 








































































organizations, including the Democratic City 
Committee and State Representative Jarret 
Barrios. However, for the campaign to suc- 
ceed, immediate involvement is necessary. 
The final step is an important, instrumental | 
hearing on Thursday, November 16 (City } 
Hall, 5:30 PM). CRLS students and city youth 
need to convince the City Council that low- 

ering the voting age is the correct thing to do. l 
This is the final but most important step, soif} = 
you want to have the influence over school | _ 4 
decisions and city-wide decrees that you de- 
serve, it is important to get involved. People | _ 
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arts and entertainment 





Play Review: 


Dead End 


by Liz Atkins 
Register Forum Staff 

On Wednesday October 4th, some of 
the freshmen/ sophomore Imaging America 
(English and literature) classes went on a 
field trip to see the stunning theatrical per- 
formance, "Dead End" playing at the Hun= 
tington Theater in Boston. Written in 1938 
by the play write and director, Sidney 
Kingsley, "Dead End" captures the essence 
of the Great Depression era at a time when 
it was so bold in peoples' minds. The au- 
dience is drawn into a story about poverty, 
crime, and the injustice shown towards the 
poor vs. the way in which the wealthy are 
treated and respected. 

The curtain opens revealing the one 
setting of a dead- end street in Manhattan, 
New York which remains the same through 
out the whole play. To the audience's right 
is the rundown and slum- like apartment 
building where a gang of misunderstood, 
although generally good natured, street 
boys live whom make up much of the story. 
However, to the left is the well built, fancy 
apartment building, residence to some of 
the wealthier citizens in this story. In the 
near by polluted and filthy Warf at the end 
of the street, the gang of five boys, Tommy, 
TB, Dippy, Angel, and Spit, are swimming. 
Just in front of the Warf a middle-aged 
looking man with a cane by the name of 
Gimpty sits to the audiences right sketch- 
ing on a pad of paper. 

In the three acts to this play and in the 
first act the author wastes no time intro- 
ducing the characters. Through the char- 
acters' dialog and conversation between 
one another, we soon learn about each 
character's situation and their relationships 
with each other. It's also quit clear by the 
end of the first act that the author's main 
goal was to portray the hardships and in- 
justices poor citizens faced during the 
1930s. 

This play revolves mainly around the 
character, Gimpy who has rickets due to 
the hard life in which he lives and because 
of malnutrition from his childhood. In the 
first act, we find out that Gimpy is in love 
with a rich woman living in the building 
across from the slums where he himself 
lives. Gimpy had once been an architect 
and had been through college but because 
he is currently financially unstable, his 
lover, Kay, is too afraid to leave the secu- 
rity and stability of her rich boy friend. 
The audience is also introduced to the 
murderous gangster, Baby- face Martin 
who Gimpy recognizes from his own child- 
hood street gang. Gimpty, seeing Martin 
encouraging the street boys to become 


- more violent, and recognizing his own 


needs for the reward money goes to the 
police and turns Baby- face in. Baby- face — 


_ Martin is seen looking for his mother who 


, 


lives in the same apartment building as 


Gimpy does, but in the second act, when 
‘he finally meets his mother, she's furious 
to see him because of what he has become. 
u ee cede bity sions, ert yok 


Falcon Fortunes 


by "Madame Bona Fortuna" 


(Mar. 21- April 20) 
Opportunity knocks; initiative rocks. 


TAURUS 
(Apr. 21- may 21) 
When you wake, love is all around you. 


GEMINI 
(May 22-June 21) 
Follow proper channels to your reward. 


CANCER 
(June 22-July 22) 
You need another vacation. 





kids have been talking with a rich boy who 
lives in the building next door. In the sec- 
ond act, the rich kid, Philip is waiting out- 
side the apartment building when Tommy 
and the gang of street boys come along 
and tempt Philip into following. Philip 
winds up following the boys into the poor 
apartment building where the boys jump 
him and take his fine clothes and watch. 
Philip runs back to his own apartment, 
returning with his father. When his father 
comes out, he attempts to strangle Tommy 
and will not let go even though the boys 
give him the watch and clothing back. 
Fearing for his life, Tommy pulls out his 
knife and stabs the rich man in the arm. 
Although Tommy was only trying to save 
himself, because he had stabbed a rich man 
he instantly become a criminal. When 
Tommy is finally caught by the police, he 
is immediately assumed to be guilty. 

When Gimpty receives his reward 
money for turning in Baby- face Martin, 
he first attempts to persuade his rich girl 
friend to come and live with him now that 
he has money to support her. However, 
she refuses by saying that the money will 
eventually run out and they'd be left in 
poverty at which point Gimpty finally re- 
alizes how he's wasted his time trying to 
hold on to someone like Kay. When 
Tommy is arrested, Gimpty decides to use 
his money on someone who really cares 
about him and needs him, and he uses the 
money to pay for a good lawyer for 
Tommy. 

Several other characters help to de- 
liver the author's message of the effects of 
poverty and injustice. Through out the 
play we meet characters such as Drina, 
Tommy's older sister who takes part in a 
factory strike for better worker salaries so 
that she and her brother can one day move 
out of the slums. Another character, 
Francey, who's old friends with Baby- face 
Martin, was forced into becoming a pros- 
titute in order to make money and wound 
up with her health ruined because of it. 
Here the author portrays TB with tuber- 
culosis, Gimpty with rickets as well as 
these other characters stuck in a life of 
misery and poor health, and the author's 
resentment for the state of the poor vs. the 


rich community is clear throughout the 





play. 

"Dead End" is a play based on the 
concept that poor health and bad ways of 
living don't come because the people are 


LEO 
(July 23-Aug 22) 
Follow your fantasies. 


VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) 
You have a secret admirer at school. 


LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) 
Perseverance will bring you wealth. 


SCORPIO 

(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 

Spirit is everywhere; all's right with the 
world. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) 
Two negatives make two photographs. 


CAPRICORN 
(Dec 22.- Jan. 20) 
When pushed, love digs in its heels. 


AQUARIUS 

(Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) 

Don't deep-sea dive for love without your 
own air supply. 


PISCES 
(Feb. 20-Mar. 20) 
Your efforts have not gone unnoticed. 


Top Ten 


Signs That Restructuring is Failing 
by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 
Register Forum Staff 


10. Your mother is still sending mail to your 
old homeroom. 

9. You're still trying to figure out why your 
old locker combination doesn’t work. 

8. You’re a freshman and your guidance 
counselor asks you why you haven’t 

sent in your college applications yet. 

7. You're a freshman and your guidance 
counselor congratulates you on your accep- 
tance to Brown University. 

6. You still refuse to use the Academy bath- 
rooms. 

5. Your geometry class, in what used to be 
RSTA, is centered around identifying the 
parts of an automobile. 

4. You are still wearing a T-shirt that reads 
“PILOT LIVES!” 

3. When you ask why you received a deten- 
tion for not doing your homework, your 
teacher responds: "House A policy.” 

2. You’re receiving psychiatric treatment for 
your difficulty adjusting. 

1. You’ ve come to the conclusion that com- 
posing a list of “The Top 10 Signs That Re- 
structuring IS Failing,” is the easiest assign- 
ment you’ve ever had. 


Artist of the Month 





by Farzana Musa 
Register Forum Staff 

This month's Artist of the month is 
Mae Ercolani. She is a senior in CRLS. 
She took four years of art class. She 
never took any extra art courses out side 
the school. She became interested in art, 
because her grandfather was an artist. 


_| She is hoping to go to Mass College of 
necessarily bad. As Gimpty says to one — Art 


nin rea ction to her intol- The picture she drew is a woman in 
cetera A 






She said that she chose a woman, be- 
cause it would not hold her back in any 
limitations with teachers. The woman 
(in a sense) is a representation of her 


super-ego. She worked hard on it. She 
spent at least six hours on the piece, — 
four class time and two hours at home. 
Mae wants to be a famous artist. 


Her hard work shows that she has the 


pot AOR de 


vorite a 
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Falcons Soccer Preys 
on GBL 


by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 





The Falcons soccer team is breezing 
through GBL competition this year. The team 
holds a record of 8-0-1 after nine games and 
isn’t showing any signs of weakness going into 
the second half of the season. Some new talent 
and returning players from last year's squad 
have combined to create a talented team. After 
two painful seasons in a row, the Falcons have 
shown they are back to dominating the GBL. 

The opening game of the season was 
a battle at Danehy Park with Cambridge’s 
toughest league opponent, Medford. Forwards 
Ralph Joseph and Junior Deroisers avenged last 
seasons losses by provding the scoring in a 3-0 
Cambridge win. Goalie Nikias Stefanakis 
stalled the Medord offense with a sprawling 
save on a breakaway. Cambridge gained 
momentum after the opening win and proceeded 
to rattle off easy wins over Waltham, Malden, 
Arlington, Peabody, and Revere. 

In recent action, Cambridge played a 
nailbiter against Everett. The team had not yet 
faced Everett and was prepared for a close 
game. In the first 15 minutes Everett put solid 
pressure on Stefanakis and the Cambridge 
defense. An Everett shot struck the post and 
sent a wake up call to the Falcons. The Falcons 
proceeded to move their way down the field 
with short passes. They got on the board with a 
goal from Joseph who dribbled past the Everett 
defenders and put a shot past the helpless 
goalkeeper. They scored again a couple of 
minutes later when midfielder Jake Hannon sent 
a pass off his head right to midfielder to Micah 
Pierce, who blasted it into the goal. Then 
Deroisers out jumped the gravity challenged 
Everett defenders to put a header into the back 
of the net. With a 3-0 lead at halftime, things 
just got out of hand in the second half. 
Cambridge showed no respect for human rights 
as they humiliated the goalie and the Everett 
defense to the point where the goalie was on 
the ground trying to dig a hole for his sorry self 
to crawl into. Not to take anything away from 
the Falcons defense, which was stingy as usual 
and kept the ball in their opponent's half for a 
good majority of the game. Led by senior 
captain Ian Milligan and sweeper Bleecker 
Wheeler, the defense denied all Everett 
attempts. Milligan chipped in with a long 
distance goal of his own from about 30 yards. 
The game was close in the final minutes as 
Everett threatened to cut the lead to a mere 11 
goals, but in the end the Falcons nipped Everett 
12-0. 

On October 4th, the Falcons played 
hated rival, Arlington. The game was decided 
early as Joseph scored in the 7th and 9th 
minutes. With a 2-0 lead, the Falcons defense 
went to work and shut down all attempts by the 
Spy Ponders. Joseph barreled past the defense 
for two more scores before the game was 
mercifully ended by lightning in the distance. 
Cambridge won: 

4-0. 

The Falcons’ lone blemish came when 
they rematched Medford. The game was played 
toa 1-1 tie at Medford's home field. Both teams 
played tough with defense dominating this one. 
Sophmore Paolo Cunha scored Cambridge’s 
lone goal. 

The Falcons look to continue their 
Success in the second half of the season, and 
into the state tournament. Coach Felipe Vega- 
Arango has done a great job putting this Falcons 








team where it is tight now. By focusing on ~ 
fitnes a be es et 


CRLS Girls Gace FCEanty poses for picture Before practice. back row (I-r): Isabel 
Yalouris, Nora Sullivan, Hazel Ryerson, Katie Clark. front row (l-r) Jessica Steinberg, 
Joelle Hobeika, Alyssa Tingle. Missing: Kathy Materazzo. 


Track Keeping 
The Tradition 


By Kathy Materazzo 
Register Forum Staff 


Reading the CRLS girls cross-coun- 
try team posters that are displayed around the 
school, one might wonder what the Cam- 
bridge track tradition is and what motivates 
the Falcons to continue running. 

The tradition of the CRLS track 
team is one of camraderie and respect. The 
runners support one another, while at the 
same time pushing themselves to achieve 
their own personal best. Observing the team 
at practice or at a meet, one would see a range 






of personal interactions, from a coach 
giving advice, to runners cheering 
teammates crossing the finish-line. 
Each runner, whether he or she places 
first or last, would be greeted at the fin- 
ish line with applause and a sense of 
team pride. 

Perserverence and practice 
contribute greatly to the development 
of the individual runner and to the 
team's success. The Falcons are a 
highly motivated and dedicated group 
of athletes. To a non-runner, cross- 
country practice may be viewed as bi- 
zarre, for the team works out in snow, 
in rain, during thunderstorms, or even 
on sand dunes on Cape Cod at 4 o'clock 
in the morning. 


Undefeated Season Takes a Hit 


by Peter Crane 
Register Forum Correspondent 

Cambridge defeats Mashpee. Cam- 
bridge defeats Medford. Cambridge defeats 
Somerville. A shutout in all three games. 
An undefeated season? 

Well you can forget about an unde- 
feated season, because C.R.L.S football 
lost to Peabody 21 to 6 in a game that de- 
cided who is the best in the G.B.L. There 
is no doubt that Cambridge is one of the 
better teams in the league. If they were to 
play Peabody at home on a better day, they 
may have come out on top. Due to the loss, 
Cambridge has dropped from the top 20. 
If Cambridge had won they might have 
cracked the top three. 

The game was played on a cold au- 
tumn night in Peabody. There was a large 
fan base for both the Falcons and the Tan- 
ners. The hard fought game was played on 
a field that was soaked from 24 hours of 
rain. From the start, it seemed like Peabody 
had the edge on size and strength, but cer- 
tainly not in effort and determination. 

At half time the score was 7 to 0, the 
Tanners having broken the Falcons' three 
game unscored upon streak. The dismal 
field conditions hampered Cambridge’s 
Tunning and passing game. Quandell 


_ Ballard had trouble getting in position to 
_ throw due to the wet field, and the normally 


fast. and quick juking Tunning game 
sees a the spud aiden sae its. 


ners in good scoring position after a 
short kickoff. The Tanners picked up 
the ball within the Falcons 30 yard line, 
and ended up scoring on a 1 yard run. 
By the third quarter, the defense was 
beginning to fatigue. Peabody had con- 
trolled the ball for most of the game, 
and Cambridge had suffered a crucial 
injury to Steve Brennan. Coach Dixon 
had some guys playing both defense 


and offense, and the Tanners were driv-. 


ing right into the heart of the Falcon 
defense. The Tanners scored a third 
touchdown, leaving the Falcons with 
one quarter to make up a lot of ground. 
The Falcons came very close to cut- 
ting into the lead, but a pass made to 
Devin Robinson was barely knocked 
out of his hands by a gang of Peabody 


defenders. Final score: Peabody 21, 


Cambridge 6. 

The Falcons rolled through their 
first three games against Mashpee, 
Medford, and Somerville, and they will 
continue to win under the administra- 
tion of Coach Kwame Dixon. With su- 
preme athleticism on both sides of the 
ball, a hard nosed defense, and a ver- 
satile offense, expect this team to go 
far. 





irls Soccer Mixing 
It Up 


by Silvie Snow-Thomas 
Register Forum Staff 

The CRLS varsity womens soccer 
team got off to a rough start going O and 4 in 
their first four games. 

They lost a heartbreaker of a first 
game 4-2 to Medford in which they played 
some of their best soccer in four years. The 
team's first win came in a 2-1 battle over 
Malden. The team rallied in the second half 
to come back from a 1-0 deficit with their 
two: goals being scored in the last seven 
minutes of the game. This comeback win 
sparked the Falcons and they won their next 
two games with crushing defeats of Everett, 
4 -1, and Revere, 7-0. In the game against 
Everett, junior Mia Mayhew led the way with 
two goals, joined by one each from sophmore 
Joanna Levy and senior Emily Kanstroom. 
The Falcons came out fighting against 
Revere, unsatisfied with the victory over 
Everett. The Revere game was a slaughter 
from the Sth minute when the scoring barrage 
began. Goals were scored by seven different 
players while the defense and goalkeeper 
Jackie White held Revere to a goosegg on 
the scoreboard. 

The team is led by three senior 
captains, Natalie Akula, Sarah Read, and 
Silvie Snow-Thomas. They are supported by 
a great core of seniors and juniors who are 
determined to finish with a better record than 
last season and make the state tournament. 

The Falcons look to finish their 
season strong with upcoming games against 
Malden, Somerville, Everett, Revere, and 
Peabody. 


One Hardcore Cres 


by Allison Roth 
Register Forum Correspondent 

If you thought pornography was 
hardcore, try rowing. Try grueling 6 AM-on- 
a-Saturday practices, and rowing in the 
pouring rain. Try blisters covering your 
fingers and palms, and a sore back to boot. 
Try receiving no recognition or respect. 

There is a crew team at CRLS. We 
have a varsity boat and a learn-to-row 
program. We have practices Monday through 
Thursday from 3:30 until 6:00. We row in 
head races, which are about 3 miles long, and 
20 minutes of fast paced athleticism. (One 
of them is the Head of the Charles, to take 
place October 21 and 22). We even have 
slick jackets. If you didn’t know all of this, 
you’re not the only one. 

In fact, no one seems to care that 
we exist, not even the school administration. 
Lack of respect could be the only reason 
attributed to why we weren’t able to 
participate in our first 2 races. Our first race 
was missed because we couldn’t find 
transportation for the team. Since we’re not 
a varsity team, we didn’t get a bus. We missed 
our second race because we couldn’t find a 
trailer that could carry our boat. The team 
has raised over 20,000 dollars in the last year, 
and the school has supported us in finding 
boats, oars, a coach, and a boathouse, but we 
simply can’t afford a trailer of our own. Not 
with the amount of cash we currently have. 

We have been outside, working out 
on days that other teams’ games and practices 
have been canceled or held indoors. Every 
day we have to sweep goose feces off of our 
docks, and every day we go out on the river 
and try and make a name for ourselves in a 
sport that demands so much physical and 
mental strength. We'd hate to be a financial _ 
burden, but we work our butts ope ato 
unnoticed. The cross-countr: ; 


_ volleyball, and s 
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CRLS Parents 
Speak Out 
About Redesign 


by Kathy Materazzo and Jessica 
Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff 


In the words of School Commit- 
tee member Fred Fantini, "Transition 
is hard." This was evidenced by the 
many issues that were raised on the 
evening of November 9, when parents 
met with the School Committee and the 
Superintendent to share their views on 
the restructuring of CRLS. 

One parent described the redesign 
as being like the Emperor's new 
clothes, saying it has been hard to turn 
ideas into reality and that "very little 
has changed except there is more con- 
fusion." Another parent brought up 
specific quotes from the Parent Hand- 
book which said that "the goal of the 
small schools is for students to be 
known well by adults and challenged," 
and that students would have a guid- 
ance counselor who would stay with 
them for all four years and be avail- 
able for them to call with concerns. 
The parent was wondering if these 
promises are really being kept in the 
new Small Schools. 

A common issue for parents was 

heterogeneous grouping, classes where 
students of different abilities are taught 
together. It was repeatedly brought up 
by parents that in order for this to suc- 
ceed, teachers need training, or else 
some students will be left behind and 
others will not be challenged enough. 
Parents of upperclassmen also were 
concerned that juniors and seniors are 
being left out in the redesign and not 
getting as much attention as freshmen 
and sophomores. One parent put it, 
"The biggest issue is that the goal of 
the redesign is to help kids who aren't 
succeeding without affecting others. 
This is a hard goal." 


Continued on page 3 
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Members of the City Council and Mayor Anthony Galluccio meet with CRLS students. 
(staff photo) 


Shaping Our City 
by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 


Register Forum Staff 
On Tuesday, November 14, twenty students met with members of the City 


Council to discuss the future of Cambridge. Jim Braude, Marjorie Decker, Henrietta 
Davis, and Ken Reeves were only a few people present at the meeting. Mayor 
Galluccio sat at a table with the students, taking diligent notes while considering 
every idea. The expression on his face suggested that he was weighing each and 
every idea in his mind. Braude made it a point in the beginning to inform the 
students that we were witnessing a “historic event” in Cambridge history. This 
meeting was the first time that City Council members had met with students to hear 
their concerns. Braude stepped aside to allow Roberta Miller to act as the modera- 
tor. The meeting was completely centered around the students, giving each indi- 
vidual a chance to share their concerns. Miller proposed the prime question that 
would be the basis of conversation: “What should the city focus on in order to have 
a vital Cambridge?” 

Each students idea was written on the board, later giving us the opportunity to 
mark with red stickers our highest priorities. The concerns that were most fre- 
quently mentioned were as follows: rent control for low-income families, commer- 
cial encroachment, lack of employment for high schoolers under the age of sixteen, 
technological improvements in the public schools, and concerns with the legiti- 
macy of the MCAS. 

Perhaps the most surprising issue that was mentioned several times was racial 
profiling by the Cambridge Police Department. Students were willing to admit that 
sometimes the police did have a legitimate reason to question teenagers, but the 
majority of the time they feel the police unfairly stereotype teenagers as being “bad.” 

Overall, the common thread throughout each of the students’ concerns was the 
issue of trust. Students seemed to feel that because they were teenagers, they were 
not trusted by teachers, council members, and the police. However, one of these 
issues was reversed immediately. The meeting was so successful that the City Council 
was determined to keep the student/City Council meeting a tradition throughout the 
year. Students left the meeting feeling as though they had been heard. After all, we 
are the future. 





Who Will be President? The Nation Waits... 


by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 
Register Forum Staff 


Ladies and Gentlemen, congratulations - you are experiencing the closest presidential election in the history of The United 
States. Not only could we not have a president by Inauguration Day, but the Senate could be evenly split for the first time since 
1880. Our nation waits in a state of anticipation and wonder: who will be our next leader? 

Vice President Al Gore won the popular votes over Texas Governor George W. Bush, but that does not entail him to the 
presidency. Many states feel that the ballots were unfair. In Florida, "the butterfly ballot” caused the greatest controversy. Candi- 
dates were listed on both sides of the ballot. Gore was listed second, however the punch hole for him was third. Those who 
Punched the second hole voted for Pat Buchanan. Eight law suits have already been filed against its legitimacy. 

Democrats requested recounts in particular Democratic counties where Gore would have been expected to pick up votes. A 





recounts. | ’ 


Series of manual recounts is underway. The Bush campaign sought a third machine recount of Palm Beach County. The results 
early Sunday subtracted 3 from Bush, while adding 36 votes to Gore’s total. The Bush team sued Saturday to stop the hand 


All eyes are on Florida. Regardless of what happens in that state, one thing is certain: a new election cannot be ordered. Our 


Constitution, as loopholed as itis, is clear 


finally have ourselves a new President. If o 


i 


that. When will this stalemate end? Who can foretell? Experts say that when the | 





Meet the New 
Drama Teacher 


by Jessica Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff 


This year CRLS is welcoming a new mem- 
ber of the Drama Department, Anthony Stirpe. 
I sat down with him in September to discuss how 
his job is going so far and what his goals for the 
future are. He isa funny, energetic person who 
grew up in New York but roots for the Red Sox, 
recently biked 250 miles in the Boston-New York 
AIDS Ride, and loves traveling and is consider- 
ing atrip to Iceland. Here are some excerpts from 
our interview: 


So this is your first year here-what is your 
impression of CRLS so far? a 

It's confusing! Obviously there's a lot of change 
going on. There's a lot of positive things that 
will happen if people really try to make those 
things happen. One person can't do it all on her 
own. We're really rebuilding the school. So it's 
very confusing for me. I've had a lot of change 
with my classes in terms of students coming in 
and out, so it's made it very difficult. But I enjoy 
the students here. I find the students here to be 
very real. Everybody seems to have a lot of life 
experience and stories. I'm amazed with who 
I've met. 


What type of theater experience did you have 
before coming to CRLS? 

I was a professional actor before coming to Bos- 
ton, and I also acted in some regional produc- 
tions. I've done some movies, some commer- 
cials, some singing. I've been involved in the 
arts from my teenage years on. But I reached a 
point where I decided I wanted tc be a teacher, 
so I left acting and came to work here. So far 
I've had no regrets! 


What have your responsibilities in the job been 
so far? 

Task myself that every day! With all the changes, 
it's confusing-sometimes I feel that I've accom- 
plished nothing. At first in my classes some kids 
didn't want to be there, but now they do, and I 
feel like I've won them over. What do I do now? 
Hopefully I can meet their expectations. The 
classes are starting to get in order now. 


Tell us a little about what is being planned for 
the Fall Production. 

We're doing a musical, "Once on This Island." 
It's our first musical in ten years. It's based ona 
fable set in Haiti, and it's the story of what hap- 
pens between the rich upper class and the poor 
lower class. I'm very excited-I was pushing for 
it. It's short, very short, one and a half hours at 
the most. It's rich in culture and language. It's 
by the author of the musicals "Ragtime" and 
"Seussical." It's a beautiful musical. I think that 
musicals have the potential to attract a wider au- 
dience, so I'm really glad we're doing it. 


Continued on page 6 
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Look to the STARs 


STARs Answer Your Questions on 
Depression 

Reported by: Tamara Sturges, Leah Jack- 
son, and Caitlin Bergin in consultation 
with Dr. Nancy Rappaport, MD, Director 
of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry at the 
Cambridge Rindge and Latin’s Teen 
Health Center , 


How do you know the difference be- 
tween being sad and being depressed? 
STARS: 

Sadness and depression can sometimes be 
caused by events in your life. Sadness is 
something that passes, whereas depression 
lingers and makes you feel poorly and 
even hopeless about yourself and even life. 
Depression may be confusing and myste- 
rious — you may not know why you are 
sad and just feel miserable. Whether you 
are sad or depressed, talking to someone 
supportive may help you feel better, while 
talking to someone who doesn’t take your 
feelings seriously may even make you feel 
worse. So if the first person you talk to 
doesn’t take you seriously, keep trying 
until you find someone who does. 

Dr. Rappaport: 

* In order to differentiate between sadness 
and depression, mental health 
professionals look for five out of the eight 
symptoms of depression (these 
symptoms must have been present for at 
least two weeks): 

1. Sleep difficulty (waking up fre- 
quently at night or trouble falling orstay- 
ing asleep) 

2. Concentration difficulties (becom- 
ing careless, having trouble 

concentrating, and having difficulty 
reading or studying) 

3. Low energy or lack of interest in 
things that were once enjoyed 

4. Changes in appetite (no interest in 
food, increased appetite, and 
weight loss or gain) 

5. Loss of or low sexual interest 

6. Tearfulness (uncontrollable cry- 
ing), frequent mood swings, or increased 
irritability = 

7. Suicidal intent or thoughts (passive 
or active) 

8. Guilt, obsessive thoughts, or nega- 
tive self-blaming thoughts 
* Timelessness (having difficulty remem- 
bering a time when you weren’t depressed) 
and hopelessness are also characteristics 
of depression. 

* In some, but not all, cases, depression 
runs in families and is biological in na- 
ture. 

* Use of substances like alcohol or illegal 
drugs can interfere with the treatment of 
depression and can in some cases cause 
depression. 

* Depression can be a reaction to unfortu- 
nate circumstances beyond a person’s con- 
trol such as the loss of a loved one or a 
traumatic experience that the person could 
not prevent or control. 

_ |If.a friend tells me they are thinking of 
suicide, should I tell his/her parents? 

_ |STARS: . 

|If your friend tells you they are thinking 












around school 





said nothing and your friend harmed or 
even killed himself. 

Dr. Rappaport: 

* Someone needs to tell your friend’s par- 
ents, but you may not feel comfortable in 
that role. Share responsibility by telling a 
trusted-adult or teacher if a friend is sui- 
cidal. Someone you know and trust will 
take this situation seriously, and this per- 
son, in the process of getting help for your 
friend, will tell your friend’s parents. 

* A common reason teens don’t tell their 
parents is that they don’t want to upset 
their parents. If they don’t think it is their 
parents’ fault that they are depressed, they 
do not want their parents to feel respon- 
sible. In many cases, teens feel great re- 
lief when their parents are informed. 

* Your friend may be angry initially, but 
you may be saving your friend’s life and 
he or she will most likely be grateful to 
you in the end. 

What are some things that help de- 
pressed people? 

STARS: 

Supporting a friend who is suffering from 
depression is the best thing you can do. 
During this time, you may need to carry 
more of the load of the friendship since 
your friend may not be able to meet you 
half way. After your friend’s depression 
is relieved, however, you will notice how 
much happier your friend feels and you'll 
be glad you stood by your friend in his or 
her time of need. 

Dr. Rappaport: 

* The following things can help depressed 
people: 

1. Counseling with a professional can 
help depressed teens identify and develop 
coping mechanisms to deal with stress in 
a healthy way. 

2. In some cases, depression is so bio- 
logical in nature that relief is only experi- 
enced with the help of antidepressant 
medications. 

3. In some cases, family problems 
cause or add to a teen’s depression. In 
these cases, family therapy can be crucial 
to a student’s recovery from depression. 
If a family refuses to participate in therapy, 
teens can still recover from depression. 

4. Cognitive therapy is another type 


of therapy that can help depressed teens. |. 


Cognitive therapy works by helping de- 
pressed teens think in more optimistic way 


- if they have developed negative thinking 


patterns as a result of their depression. 

5. Getting help in school and working 
with a guidance counselor can help de- 
pressed students manage their academic 
difficulties. - 


6. Returning to past times once en- 


joyed or participation in new hobbies or 
extra-curricular activities in school once 
depression is eased can help a teen regain 


- the confidence that they may have lost as 

_ aresult of depression. 

jis -—«*7. Regular exercise has been scien- | 
__ tifically proven to produce chemicals | 













Our School Bank Presents... 


We have a fantastic group of student tell- 
ers in the Bank Operations class who are 
working in our school bank for the aca- 
demic year of 2000-2001. The East Cam- 
bridge Savings Bank at CRLS weicomes 
these tellers to our family of interns that 
have worked in the bank since opening in 
1989. Our branch bank is open each 
school day from 10:20-12:25 in Room 
R111. We are delighted to have all stu- 
dents and staff members use our banking 
services during Blocks C or D. The tell- 
ers want you to know about their training 
experience needed before working in the 
East Cambridge Savings Bank. 


Susan Bairos, School 3 
This summer was exciting. I was 
able to participate in a three-week bank- 
ing program as one of the East Cambridge 
Savings Bank student tellers. My assign- 
ment was at the Main Office located in 
East Cambridge. The main trainer who 
worked with 
the student tell- 
ers was 
Chasoiliime 
Kalogeropoulos. 
[really enjoyed 
working with 
her because she 
made the train- 
ing process fun. 
I was given a 
hands-on learn- 
ing approach 
during my 
training, which made my banking experi- 
ence exciting. My job as a teller gave me 
a sense of responsibility and profession- 
alism. I was treated and respected as a 
bank employee. I also dressed profession- 
ally, following the guidelines of the bank. 
If you were the type of person in- 
terested in learning about the banking ex- 
perience, then I would suggest looking into 
becoming a part of next year’s group of 
CRLS trainees. Overall I had an awesome 
training experience and would definitely 
recommend this program to other upper- 
classmen. I learned a lot about the bank- 
ing business as a teller last summer and 
hope to continue as a teller again next sum- 
mer. 





Mistere Ayele, School 5 
(Note: Mistere is presently training to be- 
come a student teller.) 

Last year I did not know there 
was a bank in our school. When I learned 
at the beginning 
of this year, the 
bank was offer- 
ing a wonderful 
opportunity for 
students to train 
as bank tellers, I 
immediately de- 
cided to ask the 
teacher to bea 
part of the pro- . 
gram. I know I 
was a little late 
in registering 
for the class. I was supposed to be trained 
over the summer, but the bank and my 
teacher came up with a good idea, which 
is to°train fie th the school branch. I am 
so happy to get this chance. 





This program helps students who - 


are planning to work in a business or go 
on to college. For some of the students, 
who have not decided yet, it helps them to 
think about their future by working in a 


how my experi- 


___ time in ECSB while I am going to college 
_ Continued onpage3 


Sydaiya Gadson-Williams, School 4 

This summer, I worked at Eas 
Cambridge Savings Bank as a studen 
teller. This was 
mandatory for 
the class, Bank 
Operations, I 
would be taking 
the following 
school . year. 
During one pe- 
riod each day I 
would work in 
the CRLS East 
Cambridge Sav- 
ings Bank as a 
teller, handling 
all transactions. 

The training was not anything a: 
Ihad imagined. I assumed, because it was 
such a professional environment, that ev- 
eryone would be conservative, and frankly, 
intimidating. Ironically, everyone there 
was very welcoming and talkative. Dur 
ing the three-week training, we spent the 
first week at the Operations Center read. 
ing instruction books on basic transaction: 
and then we spent the last two weeks ap- 
plying these skills at the branches. 

Iam glad I got the opportunity tc 
work at a bank. It was a great experience. 
I definitely recommend this class to any- 
one who is interested in business. This was 
a good start for learning about the busi- 
ness atmosphere and codes of conduct. 





Aura Vasquez, School 4 

The training I received at the East 
Cambridge Savings Bank during the sum- 
mer gave me the opportunity to work pro- 
fessionally in a bank. I did my training at 
the Highland 
Office Branch. 
My trainer was 
Odette Santos, 
who was very 
kind to me. My 
trainer and the 
other tellers 
were also sup- 
portive and 
helpful. I 
learned from 
their expertise of 
working at the 
bank and they answered any question I had, 

I learned about a variety of trans- 
actions performed regularly inside the bank 
and realized the importance of caution, re 
sponsibility and attention needed in being 
a teller. The trdining gave me an opportu: 
nity to practice for my High School branch 
position and practice for a future teller po- 
sition. 








Nitzihti Kidane, School 5 
(Note: Nitzihti is presently training to be- 
come a student teller.) 

I am still training, but I am so 
eager to start 
working as a stu- 
dent teller. I like 
working in the 
bank; that is why 
I changed from 
the video produc- 
tion class to Bank 
Operations. I 
cannot wait to see 




















ence will grow 
during the year. I 
am expecting to be a good teller in the 
ECSB at CRLS. I may even work part 
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Our School Bank 


Continued from page 2 

Kim and Ms. Sousa are training 
me. They are wonderful teachers. I did 
not expect to receive their way of teach- 
ing—they are very helpful ladies. The first 
day Kim trained me I was so excited. She 
gave me an introduction to banking infor- 
mation. The second day everything 
seemed very complicated. We started with 
the branch codes and then the account 
numbers. Writing the account numbers 
was a little tricky, but I think I understand. 

I have not finished yet, but ex- 
pect to finish training soon. I am doing 
fine with my lessons. I have learned about 
the branches, the account numbers, and the 
rules and information for serving custom- 
ers. 



















Sara Morgan, School 4 

My summer training at the Inman 
Branch of the East Cambridge Savings 
Bank was more 
fun than ex- 
pected. The 
first day we 
filled out a lot of 
paperwork and 
read many of 
the bank poli- 
cies, followed 
by a tour of the 
Operations Cen- 
ter. We were 
told there was a 
large amount of 
reading and we 
were prepared to be overwhelmed with 
books on policies and procedures. On the 
morning of day two, we started training 
with our Caroline Kalergeropolous. The 
reading was not as much as we expected, 
there were five neatly assembled packets 
we read over the course of three days, 
which was not much at all. 

When we completed our training 
at the Operations Center and began ses- 
sions at the branches is when I really 
Started to enjoy the work. My trainer, Mary 
Jo, was great; she really made sure that I 
understood everything she was doing. It 
took no time to understand the computer 
system. I was assisting in and performing 
transactions a lot sooner than I expected. 
By the beginning of the second week, I 
was performing a majority of the transac- 
tions such as deposits, withdrawals, and 
money orders. I really enjoyed the train- 
ing and enjoyed the working environment. 
The training was a good experience and 
had me looking forward to the school year 
in the high school branch. 


Stephanie Alves, School 5 
I learned a lot this summer while 
aining at East Cambridge Savings Bank. 
First and fore- 
most, I learned 
how to be a 
= | teller. I went 
~ ot through all the 
‘ reading, which 
really was not 
_ that 


much, 
eH learned to use 
= the. bank’s 


computer pro- 
gram, and 
learned most of 
the transac- 
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current events 


Holy War: What issues have led 
to violence in Israel? 


by Daniel Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff 

Israel, and especially its capital city of Jerusalem, is a holy place for three religions: 
Judaism, Islam, and Christianity. For this reason, conflict in this area has been making 
headlines for as long as we can remember. 

The most recent violence in Israel began on September 28, when right-wing Israeli 
politician Ariel Sharon visited a holy site for both Jews and Palestinians. The site, called 
Temple Mount by Jews and Haram al-Sharif (Noble Sanctuary) by Muslims, has always 
been a center of controversy. The compound is the site of the former Jewish Temple, 
which is the holiest place in the Jewish religion. However, it is also home to two major 
Muslim mosques, Al Aqsa and the Dome of the Rock. In the Muslim religion, these 
mosques mark the site where Mohammed ascended into heaven. After Mecca and Medina, 
the compound is the third holiest site of Islam. When Sharon visited this site, he was 
accompanied by 1,000 police officers clad in riot gear, which was viewed as an insult to 
Muslims and provoked violence. 

While the recent wave of fighting in Israel has certainly been shocking, it is, unfor- 
tunately, not the first time that there has been violence in this region. The United Na- 
tions created the Jewish state of Israel on May 14, 1948. On May 1S it was involved in 
its first war. Israel occupied territory that had formerly been the Muslim nation of Pales- 
tine, and the country came under attack from surrounding Arab nations such as Egypt, 
Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan. In the war, Israel took much of the land that the United 
Nations had set aside for Palestinians. In August, the sides agreed to end the fighting, 
but 700,000 Palestinians had become refugees, many fleeing to Jordan's West Bank, 
which was later taken over by Israel 

These refugees formed the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) in 1964 with 
the goal of reclaiming their land in Israel. Under the leadership of Yasir Arafat, the PLO 
launched guerilla attacks against Israel 

In 1988, the PLO recognized Israel's right to exist, and peace talks began. In 1994, 
Israel and the PLO reached an important peace treaty. Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin agreed that the Palestinians would receive the West Bank in exchange for 
peace between the two groups. For this accomplishment, Rabin and Arafat were among 
the winners of the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize. However, because of his concessions to the 
PLO, Rabin was assassinated in 1995 by a right-wing Jewish student, Yigal Amir. Many 
Israeli Jews, including Rabin's assassin, viewed the PLO as a terrorist organization and 
were violently opposed to giving them any land in Israel. The current Israeli Prime 
Minister, Ehud Barak, is continuing Rabin's quest for peace, and has drawn criticism 
from right-wing organizations such as Sharon's Likud Party. 

Now the peace treaty signed in 1994 is in danger of falling apart after the recent 
occurrences in Israel. After finally achieving peace, Israel is now once again in the 
midst of violence. 


Parents speak out on restructuring 


Continued from page | as the Mayor put it, "Restructuring is high- 
lighting some longtime problems and in- 
equities at the grammar schools." 

There were also positive comments 
about the redesign that were brought up at 
the meeting. Some parents said that they 
were happy that the principal, assistant 
principal, and deans have all been very 
open to communicating with them. Other 
parents mentioned the good club resources 
and sports that are available at CRLS, and 
one parent described this year as feeling 
much more "peaceful." 

Superintendent Bobbie D'Alessandro 
said she was glad to have this meeting. "I 
think it is very important to hear parents’ 
comments, both positive and negative, and 
be thoughtful about how we can take the 
good and the bad and fix it," she said. "I'm 
proud of the fact that we have completed 
areform movement in one year. There has 
been a clear, strong vision and dedication 
from parents and staff." 


Some other issues that were men- 
tioned many times by parents included 
large class sizes, because, as one parent 
put it, "Small schools have not translated 
into small class sizes." Parents also 
mentionled a lack of elective choices, 
overworked guidance counselors, and the 
scheduling confusion at the beginning of 
the year that led to students not getting 
the classes they wanted. 

Mayor Anthony Galluccio, who led 
the meeting, said afterwards, "A lot of 
what I heard isn't necessarily related to 
the redesign. Because of the random se- 
lection process, parents who have high ex- 
pectations are being exposed to issues that 
have been going on for a long time. The 
focus should be on looking at some of 
these issues-scheduling, guidance, course 
selections-on the merits of the issues." 

Another major concern that came up 
several times was the elimination of the 
Rindge School of Technical Arts, which 
one parent described as a program that 
keeps kids in school and helps students © 
who prefer to learn in a hands-on way. 
One parent also brought up the role of 
special education, saying that it was prom- 


ised th 


The Way The 
Wind Blows 


By Alex Schenkman 
Register Forum Correspondent 

Let me start this off by letting you 
know a little bit about myself. I love the 
weather. I have loved it since I was five or 
younger. I like exciting and crazy weather, 
which basically means what most people 
consider bad weather, I consider good 
weather. I love thunderstorms, blizzards 
and hurricanes. 


Winter 2000-2001 Outlook. 

Long range forecasting is an extremely 
difficult thing to do. For the most part it is 
just a guess. There are some clues that a 
forecaster can use to forecast for an entire 
season. However, there are so many vari- 
ables involved, that an accurate seasonal 
forecast can prove nearly impossible. 

If you have lived in the Boston area 
for the past 3 winters, you may have no- 
ticed that they have been warm and for the 
most part snowless. We did not have any 
snow days last year for the first time in my 
memory. Last winter on the whole was 
about 3 weeks long. It was cold starting in 
mid January and then by February it was 
back to unseasonably warm weather. 
Snowfall was much below average. In fact 
last winters warmth and snow drought were 
not just isolated to New England, much of 
the continental United States was spared a 
cold winter. 

I think the trends of the last few years 
are about to change. This summer is the 
first clue to what the weather will feature 
this winter. Basically there was no sum- 
mer here in Cambridge and around the area. 
It was very rainy and cool for the first half 
of the summer, and while it rained less in 
the second half, temperatures never really 
got too hot. 

As this fall has gone on, we have seen 
some very cold weather, unusually early in 
the season. We have also seen long peri- 
ods of dry and mild weather. It is very 
likely the weather pattern will continue like 
this. I expect some very cold periods of 
weather. It also looks like we could get a 
good snowstorm ( snow days!!) or two in 
this winter. Then again at other times, I 
expect to see long stretches of dry and nice 
(boring) weather. It will probably average 
out to be a normal winter for the Boston 
area, in terms of temperature and Snow. 


Specific Predictions for Winter 2000- 
2001: ; 
Temperatures: Around or a little below ay- 
erage 

Snow: 45” (Average 42”) 

Snow days: 2 

Days that should have been snow days: | 


_ Days that should not have been snow days, 


but were: | 
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Listening to Every Voice; Printing What You Need to Hear 





Beyond Expulsion 


I will not preach, I will not preach, I will not preach. But maybe I can just 
comment...When students get punished at Rindge and Latin, I know that the administra- 
tors follow the rules outlined in the Student Handbook very carefully. I am confident 
that any disciplinary action that is taken is justified based on the written code of conduct. 
I am positive that each time such actions are taken, the adult in charge makes a disciplin- 
ary decision based on past history and current standards. That is not enough. 

All through elementary school, students are told that if something is wrong at home, 
all the teachers are there to talk to. Teachers are supposed to be the “appeals court” in 
family matters. They should be a resource for students who need them. And as such a 
resource, they have an obligation. That obligation is to the students who trust them. It is 
a moral obligation; a human obligation. When a student gets in trouble, following the 
rules is not enough. Itis a teacher’s duty to look into the circumstances behind a student’s 
actions, and, in appropriate cases, to help a student. Yes, to help a student. Teachers and 
administrators need to consistently step outside the box, the set of rules written years 
ago. They need to ask themselves why a smart kid is in trouble, why another kid gets no 
attention, why a “trouble-maker” is causing trouble. Above all, they need to ask them- 
selves when these kids had labels branded on their foreheads. They need to realize that 
kids cannot be grouped this way, and must be dealt with individually EVERY SINGLE 
TIME. It is a disciplinarian’s duty, and moral obligation to do more than punish. It is 
easy to assign detention, easy to suspend, even easy to expel on occasion. But it is not 
easy to sit a kid down and ask, “Why are you in trouble? What is going on in your life 
that makes you act this way? And how can I help you?” It takes time and it takes effort. 
But in the end, wouldn’t it be better to spend that time and effort than to send an intelli- 
gent, albeit slightly troubled, student packing off to reform school? 
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-Society is Stealing From Children 


There are many inconsistencies in this world that make it so.hard to live a consistent 
life. One of the most annoying of these inconsistencies is that of making children pay a 
full adult admission into a non-adult movie. Since when were twelve year olds regarded 
as adults? Even if this is the case, why are these so-called denied admission into rated R 
movies? I mean if those who are being charged a full price and are old enough to pay the 
admission, shouldn't they have a right to see an adult film? What makes this case so 
annoying is that nobody, or at least the majority of people in this country, do not recognize 
this problem. 

Instead of organizing crusades preventing children from seeing rated R movies, par- 
ents should organize and try to keep their children's money where it belongs, in their 
pockets and not in the grubby hands of our society. 














ELECTION 


And in other news 
tonight, due +o +he 
Strain Of the election 
Floridanads decided to 
secede from the union. 






© 1000 Ff. 


It's a Fine Balance 


As we get settled into our new “small schools” and the first quarter comes to a close, 
we wonder about the future of our school and how the restructuring which has all come 
together this year will continue to play into the future. The small school system was 
chosen to bring to CRLS a level of continuity and the feeling that no one in the school was 
getting left behind. The move away from the houses of CRLS’s past was a move made in 
order to create a school on the whole as opposed to a number of small schools which 
happen to be part of a bigger entity. Now, in our five small schools, we are all supposed to 
be getting equal attention, equal treatment, equal education. The schools are not supposed 

to have particular identities, they are meant to be simply a divisor of students, simply 4 
way to break up the school rather than small schools, each with its own identity. 

However, it is a fine balance we walk when requesting that no small school have its 
own identity. Already this year, we have had group-building assemblies, discussed what 
we want our small school to look like, what it should stand for and what we believe our 
small school should hold valuable. We want each small school to be a tightly-knit com- 
munity, wherein the teachers and deans know the students very well and no one can fall 
through the cracks. Yet, we also want the schools to be merely this - a community - 
without forming so much of an identity that the small schools become no different thar 
last year’s houses. 

Then there is the question of choice. Should people be allowed to choose what small 
school they want to be in when they come into CRLS? It would seem that the obvious 
answer would be no. If people were allowed to choose, would one house become mort 
favored? Then would thé schools be allowed to be different sizes? When would this stop 


_ before the small school system turns into the same house system as we have had for year! 
- previous in CRLS? It seems that if people were allowed to choose there would be nc 


difference between this new four years together. At the same time, we do not want the 

‘small schools to develop too much identity or personality, we want to keep them basicall, 

the same, so that no one school becomes more popular, so that all the schools provide th 

iets net of pabeation and support and guidance to all students. So, as we go throu 
m this new sys 
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_ Perspective 


by Jeff Magid 
Register Forum Staff 





Recently something happened that 
shocked me. One of my best friends 
was expelled from school, when it 
wasn’t clear he had even done anything 
wrong. I had always heard about stu- 
dents in the school who were not treated 
fairly: everyone from the students who 
were quickly expelled for having a trace 


students who were simply ignored by 
biased teachers who refused to try to 
educate them. I knew these things were 
taking place, but I wasn’t really doing 
much about them, thinking myself too 
busy. When my friend was expelled, 
however, I felt that I could no longer 
stand idly by. I had to do something to 
stop the injustice that was being done 
in my high school, right in front of my 
eyes. . 

In CRLS, most people share my ex- 
perience of realizing there are big prob- 
lems. I think most students are well 
aware of the fact that there are other stu- 
dents who never get a fair shot at edu- 
cation. But most students, like me, think 
to themselves, “I know there are a lot 
of problems at school, but what can I, 
as one person, really do about them?” 
It is at this point when it all 





becomes about perspective 





of marijuana in their possession to the 





columns 


Through various youth groups and com- 
munity service organizations I have spent 
time outside of school trying to solve soci- 
etal problems such as poverty, racism, sex- 
ism, and homelessness. What I realized is 
that problems at school are just like prob- 


~ lems anywhere else in society. Let’s take 


homelessness for an example. It’s easy to 


_ say, “I know homelessness is a real prob- 
lem, but what can I, as one person really do 


about it?” It’s easy, that is, if you are not 
homeless. You have no problem saying, “I 


can’t really do anything about homelessness, 


so why try? If you need me for anything, 
you can find me in my home.” Clearly, if 
you yourself are homeless, this seems ridicu- 
lous. From your perspective it doesn’t mat- 
ter if you can end homelessness by yourself, 
because, being homeless, you have no choice 
but to try. Of course once you try, you real- 
ize that your efforts were not made in vain. 

Problems in our school are just the same. 
We know they exist. It is easy to say, ’Sure, 
I know of the fact that students are being 
expelled and ignored in school, and that 
courses and resources are divided among 
class and race lines, but what can I, as one 
person really do about it? If you need me 


you can find me in my AP History class.” 


It’s easy to say because it is not happening 
to you. — Ea 

It doesn’t have to take your friend be- 
ing expelled for you to come to this 


Peace in the Middle East... When? 


By Joe Trevithick 
Register Forum Staff 





‘tive, and changing the world. Are you with 





realization. So instead of saying “‘It’s not 
happening to me, so why try?” I think of 
it from the perspective of the person it is 
happening to. Let’s stop saying, “What 
can I really accomplish by myself,” and 
start saying “If I organize some other 
people to work together with me, I know 
there is a lot we can get done.” Does this 
sound corny? Try thinking about it from 
the perspective of the people you are fight- 
ing for, 

Now I’m writing a petition explain- 
ing my friend’s case, asking that he be 
treated fairly by the school, and given a 
shot at finishing his education. But not 
only that; I’m going to bat for everyone 
else who is getting treated unjustly in the 
school. So let’s not stay quiet when we 
see a student getting punished for some- 
thing he didn’t do, just to send a message, 
or when we see a student being told that 
she is no good and isn’t worth the time. 
Let’s light a fire under ourselves to look 
at things from the perspective of another, 
and fight to change things we know are 
wrong the same way we would if they 
were happening to us. We may not be able 
to change much by ourselves, but if we all 
work together to stand up against injus- 
tice, there’s no telling what we can accom- 
plish. Let’s start changing our perspec- 

























me? © 






~ Ina year in which the Red Sox failed to make the play-offs, I had felt that it would be hard to see another crime so awful. Unfortunately, renewed 
violence in the Middle East has sobered my anger toward New York. Now entering its sixth week, the violence in Israel has sparked trouble all over the 
Middle East. Even in this country, with the impending presidential election, people are trying to find the candidates’ position on the matter. Israel, the 
recipient of large portions of US international aid, has found itself sliding further and further away from peace. Since the end of the Cold War, the 
Middle East has been a closely watched hotspot. Whether or not this violence will spark the fourth Arab-Israeli war cannot be determined just yet. Still, 
if Israel continues to have their hawkish attitude, combined with the fervor of some Palestinians, there is no doubt that Israel will be engulfed in 


complete violence. 


While both sides disagree what happened, most international observers agree that it was the visit by Ariel Sharon, to the Temple Mount, as it called 
by Jews, or al-Haram-al-Sharif by Muslims. It was said that it was an insult to the Muslims to have him come with an intimidating bodyguard to a holy 
site. This was followed the next day by stoning of worshippers to the Mount. This was followed by about a’ week of increasing violence, which set the 
ball rolling for what has been going on. Degradation of trust on both sides has created an almost non-stop utterance of "I'll do it if he does it.". When one 
side fails to do it they blame the other side for looking like they were going to back out. The other side promptly defends itself saying that it wasn't they 
who ultimately backed out. This happened recently when Prime Minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat were supposed to make 
simultaneous radio addresses about stopping the violence. When Arafat failed to do his part of the bargain on time the Israelis then pulled out. Only 
after Arafat sent one of his underlings to make a similar address did the Israelis comply by making a similar address viewed as adequate. Blame for 
continued violence cannot be placed on any one side on this conflict. While you can point out who started it, you'd be hard pressed to find someone keen 


on stopping it. 


Both sides have reason to be paranoid. When rock throwing protestors are attacked by gunship helicopters (which just happen to be built in this 
country), it seems like your opponents are unwilling to negotiate. Still, exacerbating the situation by calling on the youth of Palestine to attack the 
Israelis is just asking for trouble. There is nothing more horrible than seeing young children killed in senseless violence. Still, except for the first 
underage casualties, those children have been urged to go out and throw stones at Israelis. When young people die, there is always a surge in the 
determination of that side. The Palestinians are more prepared than ever to fight, not least because of the 150 or more of them that have been killed. 
Israel is no different. It has been fighting for its existence for the entire 52 years since its creation. With every threat and attack, their anger and 
stubbornness is magnified ten-fold. What is created is a vicious cycle in which each act of violence creates a revenge attack, which then creates another 
Tevenge attack, and so forth. Also it affects the minds and attitudes of combatants. As Israeli civilians become the targets of terrorist attacks, troops 
more likely than not, might be inclined to shoot to kill. This is not acceptable. This is in spite of the fact that so far Israeli civilians have not suffered 





least to sor 







Getting Away 


by Noah Munro 
Register Forum Correspondent 





Are you tired of walking the same 
crowded hallways of this school? How would 
you like to spend a semester away from it all? 
Last year I spent the second semester of my 
Junior year in the Colorado Rockies doing a 
program called the “Rocky Mountain Semes- 
ter”. This program offers high school students 
in their junior year a chance to live in a small 
community of 25 students, live in wood-heated 
cabins, participate in small classes, and hike 
and ski through some amazing parts of this 
country. What better way is there to spend your 
junior year?! 

Although I took all the“normal” classes, 
the teaching style at HMI(High Mountain 
Insitute) made those “normal” classes extemely 
interesting. At HMI, you learn things that you 
can relate to and that YOU actually care about! 
Why bother putting in so many hours of study- 
ing subjects that you don’t even care about and 
that most of you will probably forget anyway! 

Three times during the semester, all the 
HMI students go on a expedition. The first is 
a 11 day backpacking trip in the Canyonlands 
of Utah, the second is a local winter camping 
trip, and the third is a student orgainized, stu- 
dent led, 5-day backpacking trip. The trips 
away from campus are full of fun, sports, and 
studying the land you are traveling through. 

If taking some time away interests you, 
find out about it! Talk to me, your parents, or 
your guidance counselor. There are many other 
semester abroad oppurtunities out there for high 
school students. If a Rocky Mountain Semes- 
ter doesn’t interest you, then might a semester 
on board a 188 ft. sailing ship traveling all over 
the world, or a semester on a farm in Vermont 
with the Mountain School, or a semester on 
the coast of Maine? All of these things are 
only possible. Scholarships and financial aid 
are available for most of them. If you really 
want to go, you CAN make it happen. 


Your Health 
Should You Take 


Your Vitamins? 


by Laura Silva 
Register Forum Correspondent 


Should you take your vitamins? 
Hmmmmm? Some often ponder this con- 
troversial question having to do with their 
health. A large population of people be- 
lieve that taking vitamins will enhance 
their lives; while others have no interest 
and find them useless. This article will ex- 
amine the opinions about vitamins and 
how they may or may not effect your life. 

According to many doctors, recom- 
mending vitamins to their patients is cru- 
cial. One doctor I spoke with said, ’’Vita- 
mins have been known to heal, and some- 
times I would even recommend them over 
prescription drugs.” These doctors pre- 
sume that the natural body cannot absorb- 
the required daily amounts of Calcium, 
Iron, Zinc, Vitamin C, and many more in 
diet only, supplements are necessary. 

Other doctors however, have a differ- 
ent view of vitamins. Another doctor ar- 


gued that supplements are not useful, and — 


will not recommend them to his patients. 


_ This doctor explained, “The amount re- 


quired can be composed in a diet over time _ _ 


and nothing will be gained by taking these 
trendy vitamins.” : Bria? SN 


2. 
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arts and entertainment 





Dancers rehearse for the upcoming fall production "Once on this Island." 
(Photo by Elizabeth Hixson) 


MOVIE REVIEW 


"Pay It Forward" 


By Caitlin Bergin, Register Forum Staff 
Rating: * * * * (out of five) 


It’s being called the “Next big Oscar movie,” but Pay it Forward does not stand up 
to it’s praise. This is not to say that it is not a great movie, but calling it the next “Best 
Picture” may be a bit premature. A mix of great acting on the lead parts, and a heart- 
warming, though tearful story makes it a must see for fall movies. The one downside is 
that you may get impatient waiting an hour through slow advances, until the unforget- 
table second hour hits. 

The movie about a young boy Trevor, played magnificently by Haley Joel Osment 
of the Sixth Sense, who for an assignment for Social Studies sets out to change the 
world. Kevin Spacey, playing Trevors teacher, Mr. Simonet gives the class an extra credit 
assignment to “Find an idea to change the world, and put it into action.” Trevor then sets 
out to change the world with his theory of paying.itforward. He figures the world “sucks” 
and to change it people have to help each other, so he decides to put his theory into action 
by giving three big favors to three other people, and asking that they “pay it forward” by 
doing the same for three other people, therefor creating exponential growth, or as one 
character put it starting some “Mother Theresa conga line” of good deeds. 

His very own teacher is the target of one of his favors, and the ensuing romance 
with his mother does not add to the credibility of the film. His scared and withdrawn 
teacher is introduced to his alcoholic mother in hopes that he will protect her from his 
abusive father. A clumsy romance follows, which adds 
confusion to the idea at the heart of the film. 

Osment proved his skill as an actor in the Sixth Sense, but here he shows us that he 
is truly talented. He proved that he can do everything from joy to pain to confusion, and 
do it as well as any adult actor in Hollywood. He convincingly portrays the struggle of 
growing up with alcoholic, and abusive parents, while 
at the same time, showing the innocence of youth. Helen Hunt also gives an amazing 
performance, as the struggling recovering alcoholic, trying to protect her son from a 
dangerous father, and at the same time putting her own life back together. And, as loner 
and troubled Mr. Simonet Kevin Spacey is wonderful at some points, but lacking convic- 
tion, and dry at other moments. All in all they are worthy of praise. 

But, be prepared to be caught off guard and don’t forget your tissues, because the 
last hour is a doosy. All three main characters deliver heart wrenching conclusions to 
many of their conflicts. If any Oscars were earned it would not be for Best Picture, it 
would be for the acting. 





Meet the New Drama Teacher 


Continued from page | 


Are there any new challenges that come from doing a musical? 

Yes. I think doing a musical is much harder. It's not only interpreting lines but also 
interpreting music, making the music part of the character. The problem is when people 
separate the lines and the music. It's like, "Here we go, it's time to sing!" The kids are just 
learning to act and reaching their true potential. They'll have a lot of help with the music 
from Donnell [Patterson], and Brenda [Divelbliss, CRLS dance teacher] with the dance, 
and Michael [Lopez-Saenz] as the director, and I'll be helping out wherever I can. 


What future plans do you have for the drama department? 

I want to see us do more productions than just two. Some small, some big-I hope there 
will be more participation. I hope we can build original material and write our own pieces. 
Maybe we can have a club that will create plays and educate kids on more diverse types 
of theater. I would like to see us deal with some social issues in our plays-how kids and 
teachers get along. 


A Few Facts About 
Anthony Stirpe 


Birthday: October 14, 1975 

Birthplace: Syracuse, NY 

High School: Christian Brothers Academy, New York 
First Acting Role: age 8, playing the title role in 
"Oliver"-"my mother made me play it" 

Favorites .... 

Play: "I love Greek drama: the Orestia, Medea." 
Acting Role: "Mickey in ‘Blood Brothers.’ It was a 
musical, a professional tour. I got to go from a seven 
year old to an adult." 

Hobbies: biking, movies, going to Red Sox games ("I'm 
a Red Sox fan by default-I never liked the Yankees"), traveling 
Book: Mama Day by Gloria Naylor 

Movie: "Citizen Kane" 

TV Show: "Law and Order" 





Music: "I used to like alternative, but now that I'm working with high school kids, I've 
developed a taste for mainstream pop-Britney Spears, Destiny's Child, Sting, Madonna." 



























Artist of the Month 
Margaret Levy 






by Farzana Musa 
Register Forum Staff 





This month's Artist of the Month is Margaret Levy. She has been studying 
graphic design and art for three years. For this piece she did the person in Poser, 
and the background in Photoshop. She changed the lights for different piiacher 
Then she used a video f feaaiedk proces p pe a different layers:iirjaciss 
: hs 
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Falcons Soccer Makes History 


By Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 

Junior Derosiers was in a tight situation. 
Standing at the 18 yard line preparing to take a 
penalty kick, he was struggling with all the 
pressure you could possibly imagine. Down 2-1 
to Newton North in the Division One North Final, 
no time left, and the hopes of his teamates, his 
coach, and.all CRLS fans on his shoulders, he had 
to convert this penalty kick to send the game into 
overtime. The fans went silent. It was just Junior 
and the goalie. If he missed, he would probably 
never live it down. It would haunt him for the rest 
of his life. But an icon always comes through when 
it counts, Junior shot it to the right side of the goal, 
and the goalie never had a chance. The CRLS fans 
erupted, but Junior and the rest of his teamates 
knew they had to finish the job in overtime. 

The pressure only mounted when the game went 
into sudden death overtime. The players knew any 
mistake could mean the end of the season, but they 
showed some serious guts by coming out shooting. 
While Newton played scared and looked tenative 
to attack, the Falcons created rentless attacks on 
the Newton goalie. Derosiers caught the goalie 
way out of the box, proceeded to make him look 
foolish, but was unable to convert on the open net. 
Midfielders Jake Hannon and Tewodras Efriem 
both sent shots just wide of the top comer. Forward 
Ralph Joseph hit the crossbar. The CRLS crowd 
was going crazy with these ulcer-inducing near 
misses. The Falcons wouldn’t let up, and the 
Newton players kept playing like classic suburban 
whiners. Right when it seemed like the Newton 
players were about to jump in their mini- vans and 
go home to their soccer moms, the ref saved them 
‘by blowing the whistle, signaling the game would 
go into a penalty shootout. 

To decide the game, three players from each 
side would get their chance to shoot on the 
opposing goalie. The first CRLS shooter, Jake 
Hannon, shot the ball right at the Newton goalie, 
but he can’t be blamed because a serious head 
Injury he sustained earlier in the game was 
obviously affecting his judgement. The Newton 
shooter scored on goalie Nikias Stefanakis. 
Cambridge was down 1-0, but they had too much 
heart to even think about losing. The second 
Cambridge shooter, Paolo Cunha, shook off the 
pressure and calmly shot one past the Newton 


goalie. The second Newton shooter got off a good 
shot, but Stefanakis threw himself in front to 
block it. Score tied 1- 1. The third Falcon shooter, 
Ralph Joseph, easily shot the ball past the hapless 
Newton goalie. Now, it was Stefanakis’ turn to 
come up big. Facing the final Newton shooter, if 
Stefanakis prevented a score, Cambridge would 
win their first ever Division One North 
championship. The Cambridge crowd was going 
crazy. It all came down to one play. 

The Newton player dribbled in. Nikias charged 
at him. The Newton player attempted to go 
around Nikias, but Nikias stuck with him. Just 
when it seemed like the Newton player had an 
open net, Nikias dived in front to bother the shot. 
The shot trickled wide of the goal posts. CRLS 
wins! Newton chokes! The players and fans were 
in a state of incredible joy. It made one proud to 
represent CRLS. This was truly one of the 
greatest, most exciting games in recent CRLS 
history. 


Random Thoughts 


Note to the Newton soccer team, and 
any other team that dyes their hair blond for an 
athletic event: Dyeing your hair blond doesn’t 
make you look intimidating, it makes you look 
downright foolish (especially when you're wear- 
ing orange jerseys). If you wanted to look like 
the Backstreet Boys, then it’s acceptable, but 
watching you play makes me feel like I’m watch- 
ing an Eminem video. And if you'rex gonna lose, 
why make it worse by having to look like a fairy 
for the next couple days. Please let no Cambridge 
team ever succumb to this ridiculous phenom- 
enon (this means you, swim team). 

CRLS finished third in the Globe's annual 
recognition of the top highschool athletic pro- 
grams. Andover finished first (but Cambridge 
beat them in basketball, haha!). The Falcons had 
a remarkable winning percentage of .739. 
Andover won by a few percentage points. The 
crucial factor was that Andover had a skiing team 
and a lacrosse team, and a pretty good record in 
both sports. Cambridge has neither. The com- 
petition was obviously biased towards suburban 
schools that can afford to play these suburban 
sports. If they have the guts, Andover can bring 
their ski team down to Cambridge and we'll have 
a sled competition down the hill at Danehy Park, 
then we'll see which athletic program is the best. 


CRLS Hoopsters Back For More 


by Kiril Johnson, Register Forum Correspondent 


With Thanksgiving and the end of the football season knocking on our door, it’s time for 


CRLS fans to turn their attention to hoops. The Falcon hoopsters will be out for revenge after a heart 
wrenching two-point loss to Boston English in last year’s Eastern Massachusetts Final at the Fleet 
Center. With three out of five starters returning as well as some key bench players, their prospects are 
good for another run at the state title. Captain and point guard Louie Ford, will lead the silver and black 
ballers against the rest of the GBL and should be one of the best players in the state this season. “ The 
only team that can beat us, is us,” he asserts, with complete confidence in the talent and hard-work of 
his teamates as well as the system of head coach Lance Dottin, a one time CRLS basketball and football 
standout himself. 

Joining Ford will be returning starters Shawn Barrows, a third year varsity member, and 
Devin Robinson. Guards Steve Paisley and Georgie Rodriguez, and forward David Williams will fight 
for the vacated starting slots. The lone sophmore on last year’s team, Anthony Johnson, will also be 
Teturning. Along with some call ups from the Junior Varsity and Freshmen squad, and possibly even 
some new-comers to the program, the Falcons should be as deep off the bench as they were last year. 
Although tryouts have yet to start, by the first week of December coach Dottin will know which fifteen 
players will take his team back to the Fleet Center. The players have worked hard in the off-season to 
improve their games with one thing in mind; a state championship, the players and coach won't settle 
for anything less. 


















Cambridge cross-country runners Adam Zeisel and Zach Habtemichael set the 
pace at the Bay State Invitational earlier this fall. 


Cambridge Cross-Country 
Finishes Season Undefeated 






By Adam Poswolsky 
Register Forum Staff 






+ 


Standing less than five feet tall, sophomore Zach Habtemichael seemingly poses a small 
threat to distance runners across New England. His success this season has proved other- 
wise, as Habtemichael has helped lead the boys’ cross-country team to another undefeated 
season and a Greater Boston League title. Placing second at the Bay State Invitational and 
winning the Brown Invitational in October, the sophomore has emerged as one of the fayor- 
ites to win the Class A State Championship this Saturday at Franklin Park in Boston. 

Habtemichael leads a core of talented distance runners that have been training hard 
since the beginning of July. Senior Co-Captain Adam Zeisel is confident about Cambridge's 
chances to challenge St. John's Prep and be one of five teams to move on to the All-State 
Meet November 18th in Grafton, MA. "If we run to our potential, we should be right up 
there With Prep, Brookline, and Lowell. Thé strength is there, We just need to execute." 

Cambridge's coach Scott Cody has*tepeatedly told his team, "The hay is in the barn.” If 
the runners have faith in the training théyivé worked $6 Hard at, then the results will come. 

Senior Kiril Johnson agrees. "We have run Over 700 miles since the beginning of the 
summer. When we toe the line on Saturday, each one of us will know what we've put in, and 
why we deserve to move on to All State's." ; 

In a season where competition within the league has been tougher than in recent years, 
Cambridge's sophomores have provided a huge advantage. Sophomore Jason Ramos looks 
to place in the top 20 this Saturday, after running 17:01 at the Bay State Invitational in early 
October. Hal Ryerson has been Cambridge's fifth man all season, and is looking for a per- 
sonal best this weekend. Fellow sophomore Noah Rosenblum has witnessed steady 
improvement all season, and will close out the X-Country team's attack alongside Senior 
Co-Captain Smiley Poswolsky. : 

On the girls’ side, Cambridge is one of the region's top favorites to represent at the All- 
State Meet as Class A Champions. The girls will be facing strong competition from Bamstable, 
Lexington, and Newton North. Junior Nora Sullivan has established herself as one of the 
best runners in the state, and looks to place in the top ten Saturday. Senior Captain Alyssa 
Tingle has led by example all season long, and will work with sophomores Isabel Yalouris 
and Hazel Ryerson to place in the top 25. Seniors Joelle Hobieka and Kathy Materazzo hope 
to put Cambridge in position to win the class A title. 


Fall Sports 
Update 


The CRLS football team is 6-3 . 
They will play their annual Thanksgiving 
game against Everett at Russell Field in 
North Cambridge. This season has been a 
surprise as the Falcons rebounded from a 
few mediocre seasons and had one of their 
best teams in recent years. The defense 
recorded shutouts in their first three games, 
and the offense was consistent all season, 
including a 47 point outburst against’ 
Revere. The Thanksgiving game will be 
tough, as Cambridge will go up against the 
defending super bowl champions, Everett. 
Good luck Falcons! 
The CRLS girl's soccer team lost a 
heartbreaker of a game to Waltham. Thyra 































midfielders Sarah Read and Silvie Snow-Tho- 
mas, defenders Natalie Akula and Nikki 
Larcombe, and goalkeeper Jackie White. 
Get'em next year Falcons! 

The CRLS girl’s volleyball team lost 
in the second round of the state tournament. In 
the first round Cambridge faced a tough North 
Quincy team. The turnout for the game was 
impressive, and the Falcons provided the goods 
with a victory. Their next opponent was a 
talented team from Newton. The Falcons fought 
valiantly, but they were unable to come up with 
the win. Leading the team this year were Seniors 
Mekkin Lynch, Katila Arruda, and Mae 
Ercolani. 

The CRLS Golf team finished a 
disappointing year. The team was led by Globe 
All-Scholastic Mike Stiller. The golf team is 
losing only one senior, Liam Crane (and he 
wasn't that good anyway). With a team 
consisting of mostly juniors, the Falcon golfers — 
hope to dominate GBL competition next 
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Oliver Stone responds to a question from a CRLS student. (Staff photo) 


Oliver Stone Visits CRLS 


by Esha Senchaudhuri 
Register Forum Staff 

The original and liberal minded movie director Oliver Stone graced the halls of Cam- 
bridge Rindge and Latin on Friday, November 17 at the Pearl K. Wise Library. As a maker 
of highly controversial movies such as "Platoon," "JFK," and "Natural Born Killers," Stone 
has been criticized for what he claims to be simply viewing history from a different per- 
spective, (the true perspective.) Oliver Stone encouraged students to look beyond the me- 
dia and the books, and to learn the truth for themselves despite all criticisms. 

He spoke in metaphor, (describing his movie crew as “an army of workers,”) and 
presented a long reading list for students, which included books such as American Tragedy 
and Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States. 

Mahmood Firouzbahkt, the Advanced Placement American History teacher who was 
able to contact Stone, MC'ed commendably, calmly determining which of the hundred 
students present would have a turn to speak, and repeating softly spoken questions for a 
tired Oliver Stone. When asked the purpose of presenting Oliver Stone to students, 
Firouzbahkt replied that he wanted to.expose students to another form of historical analy- 
Sis. 























Stone himself has contributed to American history by partaking in the Vietnam War, 
graduating from one of the first film producing schools in the nation, and allowing audi- 
ences to view America from another perspective. Stone spoke of the variety of federal 
court cases, undeserved allegations and criticisms that he has had to face, simultaneously 
enlivening his audience with a very unrestricted vocabulary. He spoke of anger as a neces- 
sity, a driving force for passion and ambition. He justified violence in movies by claiming 
that violent scenes satisfy people’s innate desires, but demeaned real life violence as being 
the spawn of irresponsibility. 

Stone also has a very strong sense of how the classic differs from the mediocre. He 
recounted a scene from "The Exorcist," sighing about how a person never sees such things 
nowadays. Modern movies like "I Know What You Did Last Summer" simply do not im- 
press him. Stone proclaimed that the Hippie movement of the seventies was the best era he 
had seen, a time when people were allowed to be free, unlimited by social restrictions. 
Contrastingly, the nineties were simply a decade of trash and uninteresting scandal on the 
news. 

At times Oliver Stone would sit back and muse over his friendship with Spike Lee, or 
his attraction to Cameron Diaz. However, for the most part, his message was straightfor- 
ward. Research, study and learn from others, but, “Think for yourself.” 




















RSTA Lives 


by Emily Kanstroom and Jessica Rubin-Wills Clesieueltits, we gins: 


In the electronics pro- 






Register Forum Staff 


We have decided to put aside the vicious 
Tumor that RSTA died with Restructuring. 
It is in fact alive and kicking with eight dif- 
ferent areas of technical education provided 
to CRLS students: automotive technology, 
construction technology, computer technol- 
ogy, culinary arts, electrical, electronics, 
drafting, and graphic arts. 

Recently, the state Department of Edu- 
cation conducted an audit of the current 
RSTA programs. Although the audit results 
are complicated, six programs are currently 
on probation until they make the necessary 
changes to be in| total compliance with state 
ee For | xample, the audit pec 


‘gram, the students need special work benches 


which could cost a significant amount of 
money. Once all the numbers are tallied, 
CRLS will have to ask the Superintendent for 
the necessary funds to buy all the equipment 
that is currently needed. 

Mr. Lividoti, the Director of RSTA, will 
be meeting every day (or at minimum every 
other day) with all RSTA teachers to draft a 
"Corrective Action Plan," which must be sub- 
mitted to the state by January Sth. This plan: 
must include how each specific problem will 
be fixed. Mr. Lividoti hopes to be in total com- 
pliance with state regulations by mid-March, 
and be state-certified by April. 


Currently, | there are two programs that. 
were not ey put on oisees These are the 
. : El d 





by Aditi Sen 
Register Forum Staff 


“Once on this Island” is a Success 





Thursday night, December 7, was host to a historic event in the theatrical history of the 
Cambridge Rindge and Latin School. For the first time in nine years, the department of drama 
and dance and the department of music joined forces to produce a musical. For years, people 
have said that CRLS did not have the motivation, dedication or talent to produce a musical, but 
this year, CRLS has proved all of them wrong. 


“Once on this Island, 


” a story within a story, begins as a family gathers during a storm to 


calm a frightened little girl with a story of a beautiful peasant girl named Ti Moune. The story 
then shifts to an island, where on one side, the peasants labor hard and on the other side, behind 
big gates, the rich Grandhommes live in luxury. The orphan Ti Moune is taken in by two old 
peasants (Mama Euralie and Ton Ton Julian) who care for her. On a stormy night, a car 
crashes on the peasants’ side of the island and a Grandhomme boy, Daniel, is hurt. Against the 
wishes of her people, Ti Moune cares for Daniel until his own people come to get him and take 
him back to the other side of the island. Ti Moune is then sent by the gods - the Mother of 
Earth, Asaka, the God of Water, Agwe, the Goddess of Love, Erzulie and the Demon of Death, 
Papa Ge on a journey to the big city after Daniel. The difference between the two peoples is 
overcome as Ti Moune and Daniel fall in love, and then returns when Daniel marries another 
Grandhomme and. cannot marry Ti Moune because it would not be proper. The story of Ti 
Moune’s love becomes a legend, and at the end, the love that she and Daniel share becomes the 
bridge between the two worlds, which, in the form of a tree, splits the gates of the Grandhomme 
world so that they can never again close to the peasants. The show ends with the people of the 


island coming together to “tell the story.” 
Musical, continued on page 2 


AMERICA IS 
BUSH-WHACKED 


The election of 2000 is finally over, 


and we have a winner. George W. Bush 
will be our 43rd President, after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that the recounts of 


votes in Florida must stop. 


Mr. Kimbrough Discusses 
Yearbook Controversy. 


by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 
Register Forum Staff 


The entire CRLS community lies in a 
state of desperation after the resignation 
of Mr. Kimbrough as the Teacher Yearbook 
Advisor. As in most cases of controversy, 
many questions arise and rumors are cre- 
ated. The purpose of this interview was 
an attempt to seek answers to these ques- 
tions, and create some clarification as to 
the events that would lead a respected, dis- 
tinguished, dedicated, and responsible 
member of the CRLS faculty to resign from 
a position of responsibility. This is the re- 
sult of an intimate conversation with a re- 
spected man whom has been shown disre- 
spect by the students to whom he has dedi- 
cated his precious time. 


RS: I understand that you have dedi- 
cated your time to helping students cre- 
ate a yearbook in the years past. To my 
knowledge, the last time that you were 


this year), was in 1989. What motivated 


you to become involved again this year? — 


involved with the yearbook, (prior to 





also volunteered, and 
we agreed to try to do 
it together. 





RS: What motivated you to become involved 
with the yearbook in past years? 

LK: I am a photographer. Being the yearbook 
advisor allowed me to use those skills. It was a 
way for me to enjoy a hobby and make it useful. 
The kids were very accepting of the advice I of- 
fered. It was hard, but it was fun. It was reward- 
ing. It was an opportunity for me to bond with 
the students outside of sthe classroom setting. 


RS: Have students working on the yearbook 
disrespected you in the past? 

LK: Most students in this school know that I at 
would do anything I could for them. Very rarely : 
have I had kids disrespect what I asked of them. 

Of course there were occasional controversies. 
However, we were able to negotiate. Where — — 
there’s room to maneuver, you maneuver. 


Interview, continued on page 2 
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CRLS Musical a Success 


Musical, continued from page 1 


Huge audiences turned out to see 
“Once on this Island” on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, December 7th, 8th and 9th 
at the Fitzgerald Theater at CRLS. Prov- 
ing all disbelievers wrong, the show was a 
true success. Under the direction of 
Michael Lopez-Saenz, the cast, which was 
a mix of new faces in the theatre depart- 
ment and old ones, came together to cre- 
ate a beautiful and. touching story. To- 
gether, musical director Donnell Patterson, 
vocal coach Patricia Dance and choreog- 
raphers Brenda Divelbliss and Mila 
Thigpen, created musical numbers that told 
the story and truly showed the incredible 
talent we have here at CRLS. 

Costume Designer Lisa Hunscher 
brought the island to life with a vibrant mix 
of brightly colored costumes. The orches- 
tra consisted of Donnell Patterson and Rob- 
ert Ponte on the keyboards, James Smith 
and Jamie Crawford on percussion, Bob 
Rosenblat on the woodwinds, Maggie 
Rizzi on the guitar and James McDaniels 
on the bass. 

Technical Director Joanne Savage and 
Student Technical Directors Ariel Herwitz 
and Eleanor Martin led the crew in the cre- 
ation of a beautiful set, designed by Briseis 
Guthrie, Ariel Herwitz, Dana Jones, 
Eleanor Martin, Kayla Potter, Evan Ragon, 
Christina Roth, Joseph Sousa and 
Catharine Downs. The set created an is- 
land atmosphere complete with palm trees 
and moving set pieces to create the two 
different worlds of the island which come 
together in the end. The lighting, designed 
by Catharine Downs and Briseis Guthrie 
and sound, run by Alex Wheeler and Max 
Rome, also added to the atmosphere. The 
technical crew consisted of: Nina 
Alexander, Amira Booth-Soifer, Noah 
Chevalier, Lucas Commons-Miller, Emily 
Eames, Sara Gaynor, Ben Gillberg, Emma 
Guthrie, James Kern, Molly McDonough, 
Alice Packard, Isaac Sussman and Joe Wil- 
liams. Stage Managers Emily Kanter and 
Amanda Pillsbury worked hard to keep the 


crew and cast together, and ran a great 


show. 


The cast was equally wonderful. 
Katianna LaFrance and Michaelle Joseph, 
as the lead Ti Moune both gave phenom- 
enal performances and touched the hearts 
of all watching with the her story. Patrick 
Huguenin, as Daniel, also did a wonder- 
ful job portraying the feelings of a boy torn 
between his love and his heritage. Siedeh 
Rezaei-Kamalabad and James Normil 
both gave great performances as the par- 
ents of Ti Moune, Mama Euralie and Ton 
Ton Julian. The gods: Andy Cyders as the 
God of Water, Diana Beausejour and Me- 
lissa Rosario Lee as the Mother of the 
Earth, Nina Ward as the Goddess of Love 
and Alex Brown as the Demon of Death, 
all did a marvelous job creating their char- 
acters and leading Ti Moune in her jour- 
ney. The rest of the cast did a terrific job 
creating the world of a small island and 
its legend and included Nicole Fish, play- 
ing the little girl to whom the story is be- 
ing told, Lenya King and Dana Jones as 
her parents, Yahanna Faith-Smith as An- 
drea, Daniel’s wife, Jake Alexander and 
Anna Adjemian as Armand and Madame 
Armand, and the Ensemble, consisting of 
Victoria Coady, Jessica Dugan, Ashley 
Jones, Alex Musliner, Nick Marshall, 
Keysom Ngodup, Sayo Osinubi and Joe 
Stohlman. 

Overall, the musical was a huge suc- 
cess. The company worked long and hard 
and produced a beautiful and moving story 
to share with us. Congratulations to all 
who participated, for it was a truly terrific 
show. Never again will anyone -be able to 
say that CRLS students cannot do some- 
thing. As director Michael Lopez-Saenz 
said in his introduction to the show, the 
success of this production shows that 
CRLS students can do anything we set our 
minds to do. So, as the drama department 
takes a short breather before the next show, 
we can all look forward to many more 
wonderful plays this year and more musi- 
cals in years to come. 


Interview with Mr. Kimbrough 


Continued from page I 


RS: I understand that you have resigned from the yearbook this year. Can you explain why? 
LK: The situation became too stressful. We started late because there was no advisor. Students 
approached me in desperation, and we had to move as quickly as possible in order to meet the 
deadlines. There was controversy over what kind of yearbook to produce. To me, thee were 
certain standards that I wanted to adhere to. There are standard yearbook procedures, and I wanted 
to apply them. That was neither understood nor accepted by some members of the senior class. 


RS: You spoke earlier of having some minor controversy in the past. However, that contro- 
versy was not enough for you to resign. How was this year’s situation different? 

LK: I had experience. I was one of the advisors, yet my advice was not being taken. I felt that it 
was not productive for me to remain an advisor. It would not work out. This time it felt very 
adversarial, and I didn’t want that kind of relationship. 


RS: It is clear that you are dedicated to not only CRLS, but the individual growth of each 
student. This must have been a difficult decision for you to make. 
LK: It was a tough decision. I very rarely say “No” to a student’s request... 


RS: Do you think that the level of disrespect you experienced is present in other areas of 

CRLS? 
_LK: It seems as though students don’t have a sense of what I call “privilege”. Many students feel 
that they’re entitled to certain things. In general, to the student, it’s about what I want. The other _ 
. > ores ape Aglare ade dnre There’s a lack of mutual respect. I’ve seen 
- GE nap ain iene hae Sete I 


. By Esha Senchaudhuri 


dents can put | up signs \ emp begasihele from 


School 4 Interview 


by Liz Atkins and Farzana Musa 
Register Forum Staff 


= Ina recent interview with Mr. Les Kimbrough and 

_ Mrs. Meg Anderson, the deans of School 4, our Reg- 

ister Forum staff got a sense of pride for the changes 

going on at the Rindge. "The change is hard for a lot 

of students," says Mr. Kimbrough, but both he and 

Mrs. Anderson are working hard to create a commu- 

nity-based learning environment. They stressed the 

need for equality within each school and the impor- 

tance of creating good relationships among students 

and teachers, so that students can feel welcome and free to get help when they need it. 

During the interview, several important questions were addressed such as, will 
there be a uniqueness to each school? And, will incoming students have a choice on 
which school they're assigned to? If not, what determines where each student will go? 
Many things are still up in the air about whether the schools should have a personality 
or a uniqueness (similar to last year's houses) since this quality might eventually cre- 
ate negative competition among the schools. In other words, we might, in the long run, 
be faced with some of the same problems we faced last year. 

"We are trying to come up with names for the new 
schools, however," says Mrs. Meg Anderson. Although there 
probably won't be as much of a difference between the schools © 
as there was last year, which many students saw as a benefit, 
the goals for equality are being fulfilled. No, incoming stu- 
dents probably won't be able to choose which school they p 
enter because this violates this goal. As of now, students are ~ 
assigned to a particular school based on their language inter- 
ests, because not all schools have the capacity to teach all 
languages. Core classes will always be taken within your 

school but both Mr. Kimbrough and Mrs. Anderson agreed / “= 
that there will have to be opportunities available to take Sy7 T= 
classes outside of your assigned house. 











“FIRST Looking Ahead” 


By Danielle Chou 
The MIT FIRST robotics team is once again eagerly anticipating the official start ae its 
annual robotics competition. For the past semester, students from MIT, Cambridge Rindge 
and Latin School, and Chelsea High School as well as engineers from Teradyne have been 
familiarizing themselves with general FIRST competition guidelines via workshops held 
by MIT students. Workshop topics range from understanding the basics of CAD and the 
electronics involved to planning media strategies to brainstorming generic design ideas. 
Each year’s game is different, so on January 6th, FIRST founder Dean Kamen will 
unveil the rules and objectives of this year’s competition. Two members of the MIT team 
will be attending this Kick-Off conference in Manchester, NH, and upon their return, the 
entire team will promptly begin and continue work for the next six weeks on the design 


_and construction of the robot. 


Interest has proven high from all three schools. With a large number of participants in 
the events held this past fall, team leaders expect the team to grow to about 40 members 
strong. Says team co-leader Kailas Narendras (’01), “We're drawing on an increasingly 
diverse crowd in all respects: more high schools, more iving groups from MIT, almost all 
classes represented pretty well from MIT, and more females. This is an interesting twis' 
for our team, and I think it will help this experience be more beneficial for all.” Indeed. 
that is the primary goal of FIRST; it isn’t about the wins or the losses, but the collabora- 
tion and union of many different minds toward a single purpose. 

For more information, check out the 1999 webpage http://web.mit.edu/first/www/ ot 
contact first-team @MIT.EDU 


Youth Action 
Coalition 





Cambridge Rindge and Latin is home to 
one of the most radical associations of students 
in Massachusetts. The CRLS YAC (Youth Ac-- 
tion Coalition) is made up of a set of passionate 
students determined to affect changes and fight 
for what they believe. It gained widespread pub- 
licity from the press when it proposed a law that 
would allow sixteen year olds to vote. The Cam- 
bridge City Council had a hearing regarding it, 
and the YAC hopes to gain more votes from the - 
new councilors since the last time such a vote 
took place, it was defeated five to four — 

The future goals of YAC members include - 
raising a free speech wall at CRLS where stu- 
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Dangerous Curves, 
Not Dangerous 
Enough 


by Emily Kanstroom and 
Kathy, Materazzo 
. Register Forum Staff 
%] Since its openeing on November 5, 
Mi §=62000, Dangerous Curves is sure to 
continue amazing the visitors of the 
exhibit until its closing day, Feb- 
ruary 25, 2001. Dangerous 

Curves, one of the new addi- 
1) tions to the Musuem of Fine 

Me Arts's line of exhibits (in- 
ee cluding one of our fellow 
|| students, the Art of Eddie) 
; showed the evolution of the 
\ __ guitar, from the baroque pe- 
\\ riod intstruments up until 
\ Jimmy Henderix. The ex- 
| hibit, beginning with a two 
minute narrative by James 
Taylor, consists of three 
rooms, each indicating a dif- 

‘ ferent time period. Every gui- 
tar in each room relflected the technologies 
and values placed upon music during each 
time period. As the narrative continued, 
visitors noticed the change from intestinal- 
based strings (yuck) to the steel strings of 
the modern era. Each room was strategi- 
cally aligned with every other room giving 
the visitors a chance to see directly into the 
last guitar era. The alignment represents the 
need musicans have to look to the future. 

Personally, we think the last room was 
the best. It had every thing from bean,bag 
chairs, to black lights, to John Lennon's first 
guitar.. It is not every day you see the gui- 
tar of a legend. (John Lennon Lives!) The 
variety of guitars ranged from those inspired 
by Star Trek, the digital age, to an inflat- 
able guitar, which could even fit in a brief- 
case. Kathy's personal favorite: a guitar 
made out of a crutch. 

It was a great show, definitely see it, 
but go to the third room first, unless you are 
an antique guitar collector. The third room 
was the modern era, and by far the most in- 
teresting. We both found that the first two 
rooms, while beautiful, were tedious. The 
nice thing, however, about this exhibit, is 
that each person has their own head-phones 
with a guided tour. You push buttons to hear 
James Taylor talk about whatever guitar you 
happen to be looking at, and you can also 
hear music from an era with the push of a 
button. It's a lot easier to pay attention when 
you only have to listen if you want.to, and 
you can move at your own pace. 

A hint to the wise: do not bring money 
because the gift shop is a rip off. It charges 
95 cents for guitar picks that are usually free. 
The museum curators are smart enough to 
have the exhibit exit right into the gift shop. 
A postcard of Bob Dylan costs almost $5. 
That's just disgusting. 

If you don't have a car, take the bus. 
But a little hint to the wise, if you do have a 
car, take Memorial Drive and NOT Mass. 
Ave. RN +0 
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~~ Volunteers Wanted! 
 Cambridge:School Volunteers, Inc. (CSV), founded in 1966, is a private, non-profit 
| organization that recruits, trains, places, and provides support services for volunteers in kinder- 
|] garten through grade*42 of the Cambridge Public Schools. CSV's 1,200 volunteers include 
:| corporate employees, college and university students and facull 
:| and other persons from Cambridge and surrounding 
|| tutors, classroom: aides, mentors, library assistants, 


Cambridge MCAS 
Scores Don't Make 
the Grade 


By Dan Rubin-Wills 
Register Forum Staff 

The statistics from the MCAS tests 
taken last spring did not sit well with 
many Cantabrigians. Out of 208 Massa- 
chusetts school districts, Cambridge 
ranked 203rd. Almost two thirds of 
CRLS tenth-graders failed the English 
portion of the exam, and three-fourths 
failed the math and science, sections. 
Failure rates for math and science in- 
creased by an average of seventeen per- 
cent from last year's scores. 

Ata glance, it would seem that the 
Cambridge school system needs serious 
re-tooling, considering these recent fig- 
ures. Others, however, argue that this is 
not the case, and there are numbers to 
back up their point as well. Almost a 
third of CRLS tenth-graders boycotted 
the test, and were automatically given 
failing scores, which skewed the overall 
figures for the city. 

One student who boycotted the test 
last spring said that she opposed it be- 
cause "it is not fair to bilingual students 
and learning-disabled students." It is true 
that many of the minority students in 
Cambridge, an extremely diverse city, 
did poorly on the MCAS. The school 
department is trying to establish special 
programs to address this issue, but these 
programs may take several years to show 
results. 

Instead of taking the test, the stu- 
dent who boycotted said that she made a 
portfolio to "demonstrate what I learned 
in school that couldn't be measured on a 
test." She said that she was prepared to 
receive a failing score on the test, and 
her parents supported her. She also 
added that "standardized tests do not re- 
flect what a person knows or is capable 
of doing." 

One student questioned the idea of 
basing graduation on passing the MCAS. 
"Learning shouldn't all be about memo- 
rization of facts," he said. "The idea of 
putting everything on one test and bas- 
ing your whole graduation on it is bad. 
It should be part of graduation, but not 
the only requirement." 

Another student believes that the 
MCAS actually hurts our educational 
system instead of helping it. "People 
aren't getting to learn relevant things 
because the teachers are teaching to the 
test," he said. "Also, some teachers don't 
even teach you what's on the test, but 
you're the one who gets blamed for not 
knowing the answer." 


ulty members, retired persons, 
s. These volunteers serve as_ 

special roject leaders. 
aay ise 






o“_ €-5 
5 SD shi 


The Way the 
Wind Blows 


by Alex Schenkman 
Register Forum Staff 






































































I have recently been asked,why it is so cold and it is not snowing. Essentially my 
answer is that we are cursed. There doesn't seem to be any other explanation for it. I 
also have people blaming me for the fact that it is not snowing. Believe me, it is not my 
fault. Nobody wants it to snow more than me, and if it were up to me we would have 
already had 150" of snow this season. 

Thus far, we have seen a snowstorm hit parts of North Carolina with over 10" of 
snow, which is very unusual for them, especially in December. Then there is Buffalo, 
NY, which got hammered with 25" in about 8 hours a few weeks ago. This was due to 
lake effect snow. Meanwhile here we sit and we have yet to see any accumulating 
snow. It has been very cold, but the storms have not been happening here when it is 
cold. The main reason for this is the jet stream, which is a fast moving band of wind 
about 18,000-30,000 feet above the surface that steers storms, It has been taking every 
storm out too far to the south and east of us. Why is the jet aligned so that we cannot 
see snow? That is where the curse comes in. The last time in snowed more than 7" 
here was April 1st, 1997. I am sure everyone remembers that storm, which featured 
25.4" in less than 24 hours. That was more than three and a half years ago! This curse 
is similar to that on the Red Sox: there have been very close calls, but in the end we 
always lose and miss the snow. 

I would like to revise my winter forecast a little. I think that for at least this first 
half of the winter it is going to be brutally cold. We have already seen temperatures 
below freezing for highs. This is unusual for this time of the year and it will probably 
only get colder. Based on the fact that I think it is going to be colder, I am going to keep 
my snow forecast at about 45" for this winter. But I must advise everyone, I am very 
uncertain about the snow. The way I am looking at it now is it could snow 15" and it 
could snow 75", therefore I am taking the middle route and going for 45" for the win- 
ter. I am definitely much more certain about the potential for extreme cold than I am 
for big snows. ; 

In conclusion I would tell everyone to pray for snow, but due to the separation of 
church and state, that probably isn't a good idea. Therefore every has to HOPE. for 
snow! re 


Happy Holidays! 


from the Register Forum 
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Listening to Every Voice; Printing What You Need to Hear 


203rd out of 208 


Out of 208 school dsitrcts in Massachusetts, Cambridge’s MCAS scores from last 
spring were ranked 203rd. 

But before we all pack up and move to Harvard, Wayland, Belmont, Wellesley, or 
Winchester (ranked 1 through 5), it is important to take a moment to put these scores into 
perspective and remember the many reasons we are glad to live here in Cambridge, 
reasons that will never be reflected on a standardized test. 

In Cambridge, we value our diversity. From kindergarten through high school, we 
are given the opportunity to interact with people whose backgrounds and experiences are 
very different from our own. The MCAS may penalize students who do not have full 
command of English or have not been in this country for very long. But this same 
diversity is what makes our school system so unique and helps us to graduate with an 
appreciation for the many different cultures that make up our world. 

In Cambridge, we value our special talents. We cheer for our Falcons and admire 
the skills of our male and female athletes. We applaud the actors on stage who put their 
heart and soul into our drama productions. We enjoy the music of our chorus and band, 
and we decorate the hallways with the work of our art classes. And, of course, we read 
about what our fellow students are thinking and doing in the Register Forum. During our 
time in the Cambridge schools, each of us has been dedicated to different clubs and 
activities and made important contributions to them, which the people who grade our 
MCAS essays will never know about. 

In Cambridge, we value the rights of students to voice their opinions about their 
education. With the support of the School Committee and administration, students who 
objected to MCAS tests were given the option of boycotting them without penalty. Stu- 
dents in many other cities and towns faced consequences such as suspension for this act 
of civil disobedience. Here at CRLS, about 30 percent of tenth graders chose to boycott 
the tests last spring. These students recieved failing scores, which factored into our city- 
wide average. Does that mean these “failing” students did not learn anything during 
their time in the Cambridge public schools? If anything, it proves how much they did 
learn. They demonstrated an ability to think for themselves and to oppose a test which 
they feel, for a variety of reasons, is an unfair and poorly-designed attempt at “education 
reform”. 


Math students in Cambridge may not score highly on these standardized tests, but 


we hope they would all be able to tell you that numbers don’t tell the whole story. For 
thos parents of young children who look at our ranking and immediately cross Cam- 
bridge off the list of places they want to live, all we can say to is: You don’t know what 
you're missing. 
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All editorials reflect the opinion of the newspaper, but do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of the school or its staff. 


Minuteman is not Good Enough 


Lacrosse, fencing, chess, ocean bowl, academic decathlon, mock trial, badminton. 
Rindge and Latin provides diversity not only within its student body, but also within the 
activities it provides for that student body. I mean, we have everything! Right? Wrong! 
We do not have an adequate technical education program. Instead we are forced to send 
students elsewhere. This is appalling. Ina school this versatile, lacking a program of this 
magnitude is obscene. One parent even called it a “scandal”. Other smaller schools offer 
technical arts programs, but Rindge and Latin’s program apparently lacks so much that 
the state has put six of eight programs on probation. It lacks so much that the students of 
Cambridge are turning away from Rindge towards Minuteman in Lexington for technical 
education. And all this from a school that was called Rindge Tech less than 30 years ago! 
This situation is not acceptable, and no one should tolerate this lack of resources from a 
school such numerous opportunities as CRLS. Yes, this is scandalous, and yes, some- 
thing needs to be done. One hopes that the recent audit will help rebuild all that Rindge 
has lost, but to mutely send Cambridge students elsewhere is ridiculous. 

CRLS isa self-sufficient school in so many ways. We pride ourselves on the diver- 
sity of disciplines available to everyone. If the curricular diversity does not match that of 
the student body, CRLS has not fulfilled its obligation to its students. We need to look to 
ourselves, and look to change our school to accomodate those who need it. Sending 
students to Minuteman, while it may be a temporary solution, is simply not good enough. 


Letter to the Editor 


Recently many students, whether gay, lesbian or straight, participated in 
National Coming Out Day. This was very surprising to me, not because I have 
anything against gay or lesbain students, but because I'm originally from a 
small town where most of the students, including myself, were very narrow 
minded. So, on arriving here at the beginning of the year, it was a culture shock 
to say the least. Project 10, the Gay Straight Alliance here at CRLS, is an 
organization where students are open to express their ideas, beliefs, and even 
their sexual preferences without fear of harassment. This is nice to see, since 
where I can from the Gay Staright Alliance only had a few members and was 
the butt of many jokes. Project 10 is great to see in the school and I wish all the 
best of luck and I hope that the positive response and acceptance can filter 
down fo more closed minded students throughout the country. 


Anonymous 


If you have something you'd like to say, please submit a typed 
copy and a disk to the Register Forum office in room R21 6. 
The Register Forum is committed to listening to every voice, so 
please feel free to respond.We cannot guarantee that every- 
thing submitted will be printed, however. 


Let's Meet 


I don’t know any statistics or exact figures about this, but I think every graduating 
class of every highschool in the United States has had a yearbook. It would be more than 
a little embarrassing if Cambridge Rindge and Latin’s class of 2001 was the first not to. 
Before you freshman, sophomores, and juniors move on to the next article because you 
think this doesn’t affect you, just hear me out. 

Why is our senior class in danger of not having a yearbook? Because we can’t have 
the meetings necessary to organize it during the school day. We have meetings after 
school when no one can go. This results in a frustrated yearbook advisor and student 
government, which makes it impossible to accomplish anything. It is imperative that 
students participate in activities such as the yearbook, prora, and student government 
elections, but a combination of a new state law and bad planning has made this impos- 
sible. — 

There is a state law requiring a certain number of class hours during the school year. 
There is nothing we can do to change that. However, we seem to still have time for small 
school meetings. Although theoretically an important element in building a community, I 
have yet to see what these meetings accomplish. In the two I have attended, I have half- 
ignored a series of speeches by teachers and administrators, and watched a video. In the 
one after school senior class meeting, I was late to work to attend, I learned how much 
money the senior class has raised, how much we need, and the current status of prom and 
It was much mroe informative than the video. 
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Rindge and Latin: 


A Retrospective 


By Layla Schlack 
Register Forum Staff 

Looking through old Register Forums is an amusing way 
to spend an afternoon. It is interesting to see the school’s ac- 
complishments and landmarks, and of course the pictures are 
hilarious. It also begs the question of what did the term “restructuring” originally mean? Seeing 
old articles about the lack of cafeteria space, the fear of the over pass falling, and the filth through- 
out the school is enough to make one think that whoever began talking about restructuring might 
have meant physically, architecturally restructuring, not playing with the house system. 

In 1980, there were three thousand students, two lunch periods, and our one cafeteria. Today 
we only have about eighteen hundred students, but the problem is still the same. Our cafeteria 
simply can not hold that many students. Our cafeteria staff should not have to bear that burden 
either. In 1980, the cafeteria was actually running out of food by the second lunch. Granted, we are 
fortunate to have an open campus; there are other places for us to go. The media cafeteria can 
accommodate about forty students; Mass House, maybe twenty; and Angelo’s, probably fifteen. 
Nonetheless, the other hundreds of us can not fit into the cafeteria when it is too cold to eat outside. 
They could not in 1980, and we still can’t. There are benches in every corridor on the first floor. 
One would think that if some students just ate there, it would alleviate cafeteria congestion. But 
we are not allowed to. It seems almost ridiculous that when students create a solution to a ne- 
glected, twenty-year-old problem, we are prohibited from acting on it. Perhaps the problem was 
left neglected in the hopes of solving America’s obesity problem. We can’t eat if we have nowhere 
to do it. 

A far more serious problem that has been plaguing Rindge is the overpass. Things are a little 
shaky on the overpass, literally. Have you ever stood there on a windy day and felt it bob up and 
down? It is a little bit less than reassuring. And it is not a new problem. Students reported fears 
about it in the early eighties, not long after it was built. One could argue that if it has been doing 
that for twenty years and has not fallen yet, it should be okay for another twenty. At any rate, it will 
probably stay up for the remainder of every present student’s highschool career. This seems like a 
problem all of our politically active parents would have addressed long ago. Since no one has 
addressed it, however, just do not send your kids here, so that when it finally falls they will not be 
injured. 

In 1981, when the school was fairly new, students were starting to become disgusted with the 
filthy conditions at Rindge. Unfortunately, today, we are no longer that disgusted. We are indiffer- 
ent. These buildings have been filthy for as long as any of us can remember. No one knows what 
color the floors really are. But that does not make it acceptable. This is a problem that has not 
stagnated, like the cafeteria and the overpass, it has grown. We, as students, take no pride in our 
school, nor should we, as it was in a state of filth when we inherited it. This is also a problem that 
we can do something about, unlike the other two, which require money and construction permits. 
The bathroom wall does not need to know you were here or whom you love. Soda bottles and 
wrappers do not belong in toilets and corners. And for goodness sake, if your hair falls out, do not 
leave it in the sink. The cesspool our school has become is not the fault of restructuring. 

Maybe, however, the overpass and the cafeteria are. We have new educational philosophies, 
and small schools that are supposed to be like families, but we are discontent and sometimes 
fearful of the state our school is in. The fundamental physical problems in our school have been 
neglected'for twenty years. No matter what the school committee, et al, say, it does not matter how 
the school is structured if we can’t take any pride in it. 
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by Joe Trevithick 
Register Forum Staff 


Apparently, according to those nice pene’ at the media, we aren't sick of Decision 2000. It has been almost a month, and most 
people want a president. The issue as to who will hold the office is one of heated debate. As both sides move closer and closer to 
disgracing the office beyond the bounds of the sphere of human} imagination, Americans sit and wait. People want the election to be 
fair and just, but also want to see a stop to the huge : number of lawsuits that have appeared as a result. Also, the possible scenarios, 
outlined by never before used United States laws, concerning who will become president and how they can do it are large in number, All 
the while, the media devotes at least sixty percent, if not more, of total airtime to election news. In most areas, this leaves about thirty 
percent for local news and a meager ten for international events not directly concerning the US. So while we wait for a Supreme 
Court decision, a presidential crisis of sorts appears in the worlds favorite hotspot, Israel. - 5 

__ About two weeks following November seventh, NBC ran a series of polls on whether the public cared about what hareenedl The 
polls changed wildly from day to day, but still, only about forty percent of people in our “local” area ever thought that all the lawsuits: 










The People Aren't Sick of it Yet? 


Probing the Depths of Partisanship 


by Jessica Leight 
Register Forum staff 


As this remarkable month-long presidential election finally draws to a close, it seems 
clear that Governor George W. Bush of Texas will indeed be the next president. Gore’s 
chance, by this point, is virtually negligible, though I suppose it is possible that at this time 
next month I will be eating my words. Barring this sudden reversal of the trend of recent 
events, those of us raised in stalwart Democratic families cannot help but be dismayed. 
Not only is a Republican going to be in office, but a singularly dumb one at that. 

As I watched the events in Florida, I had these partisan sentiments always in mind. 
Quite frankly, the idea of Bush as president was utterly unappealing to me, and I looked to 
Florida as the state that could save us from that fate. And though I readily acknowledged 
that I wanted Gore to win, I also honestly believed that the demand for recounts was valid, 
that ballot irregularities had occurred, and that Gore was in the moral right in contesting 
the election. The Republicans’ argument that no election is perfect and more precise 
attempts at tallying are inherently subjective seemed ridiculous to me. 

To a certain extent, I still hold those views. It may well be hypocrisy on the Demo- 
crats’ part to claim a right to a completely fair election when the party has no doubt won 
numerous elections on dubious grounds. However, that is not a valid reason to let cases of 
election irregularities slide when they are obviously displayed. (Others would argue that 
there were no irregularities, but that’s a point I won’t get into.) At the same times as I stick 
to my ideological guns, however, I am wondering what I would say if it was the other way 
around. 

A friend of mine said a few weeks ago that the most ridiculous thing about the whole 
controversy was the fact that everyone was claiming their position was not affected by 
partisanship. Ever since then, I have tried to figure out what exactly I would think if it was 
Bush looking for those extra votes, and I can’t decide. I would undoubtedly like to say 
that my position would not change, and yet I don’t think Ican. Alarmingly enough, both 
my and all of America’s conception of a fair election is inextricably bound up with party 
sympathies. That, not the malfunctioning of ballot machines or poorly designed ballots, is 
the most upsetting thing to emerge from this tumultuous and historic election. It seems 
that we can no longer separate the concept of election from the concept of winner, ard the 
fact that partisanship has established such hegemony over our principles of justice and 
ethics is, and should be considered, dismaying. 


= Student Services? 
By Ben Somberg 


Register Forum Staff 


Just about three months to the day after 
school started, CRLS held the annual Club 
Day. Dozens of groups pitched their activi- 
ties to freshman and other new students 
across the school. Butin this year of change 
and new ideas, this endlessly delayed event 
was a-sign of the times - student services 
not living up to their old standards. 

Club Day wasn’t held until well into 
the second quarter, when many groups had 
already finished much of their activity for 
the year. All of the fall sports were finished. 
The Chess Club had already competed at 
least once. The Alpine Ski & Snowboard 
Club had already closed the sign-up for the 
big trip of the year. The Drama Department 
was about to put on its fall production. The 
Ultimate Frisbee Club was getting ready to 
pack it up for the winter. Multiple foreign- 
exchange trips were already filled with lan- 
guage students in-the-know about the trips. 
What are the school’s priorities? We are told 
for many good reasons to get involved in 
multiple activities, and take advantage of © 
what the school has to offer. But what kind 
of message does it send when we don’t hold 
Club Day until December? i 
The Club Day fiasco was only one ne of 
many. A new student government system is t 
promised, and has great potential, butis slow i : 
on actually getting started. We can blame it 
on the vast majority of the students, for) not 
caring at all, but then again it’s hard 

interested i in a system you don’t ev 
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Movie Review 





UNBREAKABLE 
by: Caitlin Bergin, Register Forum Staff 


I find myself at a loss for words when try- 
ing to convey my feelings about this movie. 
There is a mixture of confusion, amusement, 
and awe, which does not come together to pro- 
duce a positive reaction. It certainly did not 
live up to it’s praise. 

“Unbreakable,” by M. Night Shyamalan, 
writer of “The Sixth Sense,” flounders with a 
loosely put together plot about comic book he- 
roes in the real world. Bruce Willis plays David 
Dunn, a security guard at Temple University, 
who emerges as the sole survivor of a train crash 
that killed everyone else on board. The catch 
though is that he didn’t sustain one injury, not 
one scratch. This alerts the attention of Elijah 
Price (Samuel L. Jackson) a man who was born 
with a genetic disease that causes his bones to 
be very brittle. He was taunted as a kid, and 
called such things as “Mr. Glass.” He is search- 
ing for someone exactly like David, he figures 
that “If there is someone like me in the world, 
shouldn’t there be someone at the other end of 
the spectrum?” He is searching for his coun- 
terpart, someone who can’t be harmed. At the 
heart of this however is the odd relationship 
between comic books, and history. Elijah is a 
dealer of rare comics, and he believes there is a 
certain symmetry to the real world within the 
comics. He comes to believe that David is like 
the heros in the comic books, and the reason he 
is so restless is that he is not fulfilling this des- 
tiny of his. Elijahis supposedly the one then to 
lead him to this destiny 

Throughout this plot disaster is one of the 
only redeeming qualities of the movie, the re- 
lationship David has with his family. His is 
barely on speaking terms with his wife, Megan 
(Robin Wright Penn) and is trying to hold on to 
his relationship with his son, Jeremy (Spencer 
Treat Clark), which is being tried due to the dis- 
covery of his father’s “Super powers.” Though 
Willis approaches this with a rather subtle emo- 
tion he does try to at least bring some feeling 
into his frigid character. Penn as his wife does 
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Puzzle of the Month 


by Joey Steininger and Noah Chevalier 
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arts and entertainment 


an admirable job as the confused and hurt wife 
trying to recapture what they once had. And 
Jackson, as the eccentric Price, does a fairly 
decent job, though lacks what is needed to fully 
bring the true character of Price out. 

Another failing point in this movie is the 
ending,where I got the feeling that Shyamalan 
wrote the movie for the ending, instead of the 
other way around. It was as if he was looking 
for the same kind of reaction that he received 
with the thriller ending to “Sixth Sense.” How- 
ever many lose ends led to haphazard, and 
rushed ending that did not leave me satisfied. I 
felt as if there was more needed to explain the 
theories hypothesized. 

Finally, though there were many problems 
associated with the movie, there were some hu- 
morous moments. It is likely that they were 
not intended. 


A Book Review: 


The Shipping News 
by E. Annie Proulx 


Reviewed by 
Liz Atkins, Register Forum Staff 


"It may be that love sometimes occurs 
without pain or suffering." 

This conclusion might have seemed 
impossible to the central character of E. 
Annie Proulx's novel, The Shipping News. 
Throughout his life, Quoyle, a man of little 
social or economical skills and of some- 
what monstrous and repulsive features, 
was a reject from society. He bounces 
about from poor paying jobs, requiring 
little skill, to an agonizing and emotion- 
ally painful marriage. Quolyle is eventu- 
ally left on his own with two children to 
care for. 

Allis not lost, however, for our sim- 
plistic yet charming protagonist. With the 
help of his aunt, he was soon rescued, In 
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a dreamy sequence of events he finally Movie FEVICOW: «. « 
finds a place he can call his own. A place — 
where he finds the strength to be his own 
person. Because of his work with the lo- 
cal paper, The Shipping News, poor 
Quoyle discovers a life he can be happy 
living; one without pain or suffering. A 
life where he is finally loved. 

E. Annie Proulx's style of writing 
brings out the magic and color of the 
painful story. In each chapter, Proulx pre- 
sents a new knot symbolizing a new turn 
of events in Quoyle's life. He goes from 
being fit only to be walked upon. to fi- 
nally becoming someone with endless 
possibilities. "So long as there are new 
purposes: for rope, there will always be 
new knots to discover." 





CHARLIE'S ANGELS: 
by Patty Pforte, Register Forum Staff 


_™ 


The movie's storyline was. simple... A 
man, who is the head of a huge technical 
company, had very important satellite tech- 
nology stolen. Because of the theft, the 
Charlie girls go through rings of fire to find 
the theif. There were too many twists and 
turns during the movie, which caused the 
adience to become disinterested and bored. 
The movie was highly unbelievable with falls 
fit to kill anyone. There were situations that 
seemed so easy for the Charlie girls to com- 
plete. Yet, the movie is visually appealing 
with Matrix moves, clothes right from a 
Versace runway, and explosions fit for any 
Die Hard sequel. A comedic performance 
worth mentioning was by Bill Murray, who 
played Bosely. 

It was a fast moving movie. I left the 
theater wondering what I had just seen. It is 
a true "chick flick" with a few spots for men 
to enjoy. It was a nice movie to watch, but 
not Oscar material. If you want a meaning- 
ful and sentimental movie I would suggest a 
different movie. If you want to go to have a 
good time this will be a movie you will en- 


joy. : 
























Artist of the Month 


Ian Milligan-Pate 


by Farzana Musa 
Register Forum Staff 

This month's artist of the month is Ian Milligan-Pate. He is a senior at CRLS. He 
has been taking photography classes for three years. He has always been interested 
in photography because his mother is a photographer. His junior year was the year 
that he really got into photography. © 

His photograph was taken last spring on the north shore in Beep ote When he 















New England School of Photography. The day he took this picture he was on a shoot 
with many other people. Because every one would end up photographing the same 
thing, Ian wanted to capture an image which nobody else could capture. oe a 
cane lamp gave him the unique image that he was looking for. 
_ Ansol Adams is his favorite se ee Tan likes Adams’ Mtoe pictures y 
According to Ian, the 








They Skate, 
Don't Hate 


by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 


The CRLS Hockey program, for 
many years the butt of countless jokes, has 
climbed it’s way back to respectability. Both 
the boys and the girls teams recently 
participated in the annual Hockey Jamboree, 
played in honor of Jeffrey Curley, at the Gore 
Street Rink in East Cambridge. The jamboree 
is an annual preseason tournament in which 
three other teams are invited to play short one 
period games against each other in a round- 
robin fashion. 


The She-Falcons hit the ice first to 


play Wilmington. CRLS obviously hadn’t 
shaken off the rust of the offseason as 
Wilmington scored in the opening minutes. 
Quickly down 1-0, the defense, led by co- 
captain LeighSchuster, and the CRLS goalie 
and fellow co-captain, Carrie Kindleberger, 
toughened up. Despite numerous attacks on 
the net the Wilmingtonians were unable to 
get another in the net, but this was of no 
matter because the CRLS offense couldn’t 
put one home at the other end. The She- 
Falcons weren't disheartened by the 1-0 loss, 
instead they seemed fired up for their second 
match against longtime CRLS rival, Newton 
North. From the initial faceoff it was clear 
Newton had some speedy skaters. Cambridge 
countered Newton’s advantage in speed with 
some physical play.. Newton players 
repeatedly found themselves cowering in the 
corner, recovering from a brutal Cambridge 
check. Unfortunately, this physical play- 
‘would take it’s toll. One Cantabrigian who 
was playing with a little too much gusto was 
sent to the penalty box. This resulted in a 
player advantage for Newton. With one less 
player, Cambridge was unable to guard their 
net and Newton put in a goal. A couple goals 
later, a tired Cambridge team skated off the 
ice having lost 3-0. Realizing it was just 
preseason, the She-Falcons relaxed and 
watched the boys in their first game. 

The Male Falcons played their first 
game against Bedford. This game wasn’t too 
exciting as Bedford scored some 
unspectacular goals, and won 3-0. The second 
game was far more exciting. Cambridge was 
matched up against a gritty East Boston team. 
Right from the start, the play was very 
physical. Players were being checked left and 
right. Now, this is all legal, the players realize 
physical play is a part of hockey. But after 
Cambridge scored a few goals, East Boston 
started to disrespect one of the sacred rules 
of hockey: don’t screw with the other teams 
goalie. East Boston repeatedly wacked the 
Cambridge goalie after he had covered the 
puck. After about the third time, a mini brawl 
broke out as the Cambridge players retaliated 
in protection of their goalie. A few punches 

were thrown, enemies were made, but the 
‘Falcons showed some spirit and skill by 
defending their goalie and only having one 
player sent to the penalty box compared with 
East Boston’s two. It was apparent East 
Boston got the picture as they were scared to 
‘even shoot the puck at the goalie for the rest 
“NOE ‘the game. Cambridge scored a few more 
goals, and they w won he pane 3 3 


tet 
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"The CRLS Male swimming 


team started their season in spectacular 
hion. nly did they place second 
at the GBL relays, but they also looked 
stunning in ties and goggles. Their skill 
in dressing seems to carry over to the pool 
where they hope to capture the GBL 
championship this year. After losing to 
perrenial powerhouse Peabody the last 
couple of years, senior captain Robert 
Aguero Hoffman promises revenge. 

& _ The Lady Falcons basketball 
team hopes to rebuild the success from 
last year, a season in which they went 14- 





2, but only have three returning players — 


from that squad. Playing against the top 
competition in the GBI, Waltham and 
Somerville, the team has started off slow 
with two losses. The Lady Falcons hope 
to reverse that with games this week 
against Everett and Revere. 

The CRLS wrestling team will 


Get Used To It: 
Falcons Win 
by 31 


by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 


Preseason hype means nothing 
in the sports business. Whatever the 
experts say before the season, it usually 
just makes them look foolish. Remember 
how the Red Sox were picked to win the 
World Series in 2000? It got a bunch of 
diehard fans hopes up, just so they could 
be squashed at the end of the season. All 
intelligent sports fans know preseason 
hype should be ignored. 

Hopefully, the CRLS basketball 
team knows this as well. Ranked #2 in 
the Globe Top 20, the defending Division 
One North champions know alot about 
preseason hype. With the talent on this 
team, the Falcons are expected to return 
to the Emass title game at the Fleetcenter. 
But the hype means nothing unless you 
back it up. The Falcons were looking to 
do just that in their first regular season 
game. 

The Falcons opened their season 
at War Memorial Gym against the 
Waltham Hawks. The starting five 
consisted of forwards David Williams and 
Johnathan Gillard, guards Anthony 
Johnson and Steven Paisley, and Senior 
point guard and captain Louie Ford. After 
the opening tip-off, Waltham’s rag-tag 
squad kept the game close for the first 
couple of minutes. #23 for Waltham, an 
obvious MJ wannabe, hit a couple of treys 
to keep Waltham close. The game was tied 
at 12-12 when Cambridge went on a run. 
The ultimate fear of all opposing point 
guards, Cambridge’s full court pressure 
defense, started to wreak havoc on the 
Waltham backcourt. The Hawks looked 
more like one-winged pigeons as they 
unsuccessfully tried to break the press. A 
steal here, an easy layup there, and all of 
a sudden the Falcons had put there lead 
into double digits at 25-12. The Waltham 
point guard was obviously in over his 
head. He developed a habit of dribbling 


Pe (ina iene We 


be cetending as GBL Soh this 


year. Co-captains Eugene Damian, 
Jerome Ellcock, Max Johnson return 
from last years 10-1 team. If some of 
the younger wrestlers step up, the team 
could win another GBL championship. — 
In the December 17th issue of 
the Boston Globe, two members of 
CRLS” soccer team were honored as 


_ Globe All-Scholastics. Goalie Nikias 


Stefanakis and Forw ard Junior 
Desrosiers were highlighted because of 


_ their outstanding play during the fall 


sports season. CRLS soccer coach, 
Felipe Vega-Arango, was also named 
Division One Coach of the Year. CRLS 
sophmore Zacharius Habtemichael 
was also named an All-Scholastic in 
cross country. 





point guard backed up, challenging Lou 
to shoot the J. Ford drained a long three, 
effectively killing that strategy. 
Cambridge built a sizable lead, but 
Waltham made a little run to make the 
halftime score 36-24. 

Both teams came back out for 
second half, but it looked like someone 
forgot to tell Cambridge that warm-ups 
were over because the Falcons were 
running layup lines throughout the 
second half. Waltham was suffering from 
a severe lack of defense and rebounding. 
The_ Cambridge big men were an 
insurance policy for the shooters, 
everytime someone missed a shot the 
CRLS forwards would grab the offensive 
rebound and put in an easy layup. While 
the Waltham frontline was standing 
around waiting for the ball to fall in their 
dainty little hands, David Williams and 
Johnathan Gillard were taking the 
painted area by force and ripping down 
every rebound.The score started to get 
out of hand as the Cambridge offense 
heated up. Guard Steven Paisley hit two 
straight three pointers to push the CRLS 
lead to some ridiculous amount. The 
Waltham coach was sucking on a 
lollypop, perfectly symbolizing how his 
team was playing.The rest of the way 
was all Cambridge, as Waltham fans 
started to cheer everytime their team was 
able to bring the ball past halfcourt. 
Final score: Falcons 80 Waltham49. 


The Falcons will face their first 


and only GBL challenge on Decemeber 
19th when they play an away game 


against Everett. 
























Cambridge 
Track prepares 
for winning 
season 


By Adam Poswolsky 
Register Forum Staff 


Despite the change in weather, 
Cambridge track is picking up right 
where it left off after a successful cross- 
country season. With several weeks of 
preseason in the books, the girls and boys 
indoor track teams will have their first 
test this Wednesday, December 13th at 
6:30pm in the CRLS Field House. The 
Falcons will face league rival Peabody, 
who is poised to take revenge after 
Cambridge captured dual Greater Boston 
League titles a year ago. 

The girls are predicted to be one 
of the best teams in Massachusetts after 
finishing second in Class A in 1999. 


Coming off a fourth place finish at the 
All-State Meet, the girls’ cross-country 


squad should lead the way in the distance 
events. Junior Nora Sullivan has 
established herself as one of the top 
female distance runners in Eastern 
Mass., and looks to make a statement on 
the track in the two-mile and the 4 x 800- 
meter relay. Senior Alyssa Tingle has 
battled a cold since October, and hopes 
to have another season like last winter’s 
All-Scholastic performance. Juniors 
Isabel Yalouris and Hazel Ryerson hope 
to take spots on this year’s 4 x 800-meter 
relays: looking to defend Cambridge’s 
Class: A, All-State, and New England 
titles in the event in 1999. 

Leading the sprinting events will be 
junior Neressa Henry and sophomore 
Troyannah Evans. Henry and Evans are 
the clear favorites in the league, and will 
likely be racing against each other more 
often than not. Sarah Isbitz is coming 
off one of the best freshman 
performances in school history, and is 
already rumored to be a top favorite in 
the 300 and 600 at the Class A 
Championships February 17th. 

On the boys’ side, captains Stanley 
Pierre-Louis, Adam Zeisel, Stephen 
Reddick, and Smiley Poswolsky hope to 
bring home more than a GBL title this 
season. After an 8-0 record in 1999, the 
boys look to place in the top five at Class 
A this year amongst a strong field of 
competition. Pierre-Louis should be in 
the hunt to win a state title in the 50- 
meter hurdles, as Zeisel anticipates a 
victory in the 1000. Sophomore star 
Zacharius Habtemichael was recently 
honored as a Boson Globe All-Scholastic 
for the 2000 X-Country season, and 
should be a top favorite in the two-mile 
at the Class A meet. 

This season marks a hie in the 
storied tradition of Cambridge track. For 
the first time, every coach is céaching 
both girls and boys. Head coach of the © 
girls’ track team, Scott Cody, and boys’ 
head ont sake Prince, spend ev : 
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Interesting People of 2000 





Ol' Dirty Bastard Eminem and his Mom: Martha Stewart Dalai Lama Harry Potter 


> 


(Pardon our French) They put the ‘fun' back in Dubya Still Living... Happiness IS possible! Harry Knows. 
dysfunctional. 





VOTSURVIVAL SECRETS 
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Richard Hatch Darva Congar Elian Gonzalez Marion Jones Oliver Stone Michael J. Fox 


Oh, Darva...wanna marry It's lifesize Barbie 2000! Adoption anyone? YOU GO GIRL! Inspired students The show must go on 
a millionare? “ 


at CRLS. ea Fi 





Paeaeent Robert Downey, Jr. Britney Spears Little Billy Gates 
Even a cartoon made our list! "Healthy mind in a healthy Oops! She's done it Will you play Monopoly 
body?" again... with me? Please... 
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Ralph Nader 
€ 
A vote for Nader is a vote 
for Dubya! 
E Oprah Winfre: ! 
Stanley Kunitz : : A new professor: teaching Thank oe reading Picture credi 7 
: Even Oprah had a __ his pupils the importance The Register Forum See creduisan eel ee 
Poet Laureate at age 95! yearbook! a democracy. ——— a 
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Look to the STARs 


Weight A Minute 


By Leah Jackson and Tamara Sturges 
Register Forum Staff 


Question #1 What is the average weight? 


STARS: Everyone has gripes about what 
they look like. Their clothes, their hair, and 
of course, their weight. People have to re- 
alize that everyone has a different body 
type which means that everyone is por- 
tioned differently so one person’s average 
weight is not anothers 


Tracy O’Connell, RN-School health 
Nurse: The only person who should de- 
termine your average weight is preferably 
your doctor nurse practitioner, or nutrition- 
ist. 


Question #2 What is Anorexia and Bu- 
limia? 


STARS: All too often, people turn to an- 
orexia and bulimia to “controi” their weight 
or try to lose weight. These diseases are 
not a safe or healthy way to lose weight. 


Tracy O’Connell: Anorexia is refusal to 
eat, basically a person is literally starving 
themselves, sometimes to death. Bulimia 
is when someone overeats and then vom- 
its. 

Medical conditions resulting from An- 
orexia and Bulimia include: Hair loss, or- 
gan damage, fragile bones, low body tem- 
perature, low blood pressure, fatigue, diz- 
ziness, slow metabolism, irregular heart- 
beat that can lead to cardiac arrest. Ero- 
sion of tooth enamel, dehydration, dam- 
ages to bowels, liver, and kidneys 


Question #3 How can you safely lose or 
gain weight? 


STARS: See a NUTRITIONIST!!!! 

A nutritionist can help you balance your 
diet, by cutting back on carbohydrates and 
processed sugar. Be active! Substitute 
walking for driving or taking the bus, ex- 
ercise will increase your metabolism. Pay 
attention to how much “junk” food you eat. 
Ask in the Teen Health Center about the 
“food pyramid.” If you want to gain weight 
you should strive to increase your muscle 
mass (muscle weighs more than fat). Eat 
more protein (chicken, red meat, and beans 


; = 


“Terrie weight ae will boost your ~ 


Tracy O’Connell: The balance between 
healthy eating habits and regular exercise 





around school 


SAMTA 


by Sana Akhtar 
Register Forum Correspondent 


South Asian Mentoring and Tutoring 
Association (SAMTA) is a non-profit, 
non-partisan organizationin cooperation 
with Cambridge Rindge & Latin School . 

SAMTA is composed of enthusiastic 
and interested South Asian professionals 
(from Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Tibet, 
Sri Lanka, and Nepal) mostly in their early 
twenties. They have all been in the U.S. 
for a good period of time. They have gone 
through high school and college and now 
are in professions like medicine, law, en- 
gineering, accounting, e-commerce and 
others. SAMTA's mission is to establish 
mentoring and tutoring programs for South 
Asian youth in the greater Boston area. 
The SAMTA programs link their volun- 
teer members with South Asian high- 
school age students to participate in fun 
and educational activities. The goal of the 
program is to present students with posi- 
tive South Asian role models close to their 
own age group whom they may not have 
had the chance to meet otherwise. In ad- 
dition, they anticipate that many of the stu- 
dents will benefit greatly from some of the 
experience and information that mentors 
will be able to provide them, such as aca- 
demic and professional guidance. 

Their activities will include sports 
events, museum field trips, and seminars 
about careers and college life. As the 
school year progresses, mentors and 
mentees will be encouraged to create their 
own activities according to mutual inter- 
ests. Their hope is that each mentor- 
mentee relationship will develope as a 
friendship and that this friendship will al- 
low the student and mentor to discuss their 
experiences and ideas. 

As the high success rate of other simi- 
lar programs across the country demon- 
strate, SAMTA mentoring program for 
students can provide tremendous benefits 
for youth within our South Asian commu- 
nity. They also recognize that the chal- 
lenges facing South Asian students are 
unique and are best understood by fellow 
South Asians who have had similar expe- 
riences. : 
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_ FORGET! le 





































School 2 Interview 


by Farzana Musa and Liz Atkins 
Register Forum Staff 


Yet another positive light was thrown 
on this never-ending issue of restructuring. 
In an interview with deans of school 2, Mrs. 
Debora Socia and Mr. Rasheel Medows, 
our Register Forum was told of CRLS' need 
for separate but equal schools where stu- 
dents can feel comfortable in an environ- 





Seniors there will always have to be som 
flexibility for students in terms of takin 
classes outside of their schools, but in o1 
der to create the community based envi 
ronment CRLS is striving to create, in 
coming 9th and 10th graders will tak 
classes only within their schools. In ad 
vising, every student will have someon 


_ who knows them well where they can fe« 


save to talk about issues concernin 
school or personal issues as well. 
All of the rules and decisions ar 


danger if this proposal does not pass. Principal Evans pointed out that small school 4 


_ the original restructuring agreement, (order dated February 3, 2000), provided for cho! 
. during the 2001-2002 Ee and that tie Superintendent i is Ebene me the Sass comp! 
. | this 


ment where both teachers and parents are 
involved. 

"T love my job," says Mrs. Socia, new 
to CRLS. "I really like being here," she 
adds while telling our staff about the more 
caring and supportive environment the 
schools are trying to create. Mrs. Socia 
thinks we have five wonderful schools al- and create a better community where stu 
though there is no competition between dents will try their best to learn well afte 


them. all, "we are one CRLS." 
We're reminded that for Juniors and 









mostly from the school board and so th 
school has nothing to do with many rule 
and regulations. Several things, incluc 
ing this issue of classes are still up in th 
air but as Mr. Medows puts it, "This ye: 
has been fantastic and developmental." 

is important that we use our minds we 
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Mr. Meadows Mrs. Socia 


School Choice Debated 


by Emily Kanstroom 
Register Forum Staff 


Had you walked outside the auto shop Wednesday at about 7:30, you would ha 
seen approximately ten teachers with red, chapped ears and large white signs. One teach 
Larry Aaronson, willingly told Register Forum reporters why. On Tuesday night, t 
school committee denied a proposal written by Superintendent Bobbie D’ Allessandri 
This proposal took a position on the "choice versus assignment" debate that has wracki 
restructuring thus far. The debate centers on the question of whether incoming high scho 
students will be allowed to choose their small school, or whether they will simply | 
assigned to one. Superintendent D’ Allessandro drafted a proposal in support of her ov 
position and that of Principal Evans; pro-assignment. The school committee turned 
down with a vote of 4-3. The liberals of the committee were the four who voted to supp 
choice; Susanna Segat, Denise Simmons, Alice Turkel, and Nancy Walser. Fred Fanti 
Joe Grassi, and Mayor Anthony Galluccio voted to continue the current process of assig 
ing incoming ninth-graders to small schools.. 

The decision held different meaning for each protesting group, though each was equal 
dissatisfied. When asked why he was protesting this decision, Aaronson, a former teach 
of the Pilot school, replied that he had given up Pilot for restructuring. If students we 
allowed to choose their next school, Rindge and Latin would quickly return to houses j1 
like the ones we left not a year ago. Why, he wonders, did we give up houses like Pilot 
we are only going to return to them later? Why, another teacher wondered, did we suf 
a year of chaos and confusion? We thought it was worth it to create a better school, but 
we are simply to returning to the system we had before, why did we bother? 

Principal Evans spoke to her students over the loudspeaker Wednesday mornin} 
She carefully explained the school committee’s denial of the proposal, which she sai 
supported the small schools, making sure each is truly representative of the whole scho 
community. She said that "to ensure quality of opportunity across the school...we mu 


have small schools that represent all of CRLS," and such small schools are in era 








signment, rather than choice, would protect against competition between and stereot 
ing of the small schools. No longer would any small school be TepreAea ave of only 0 
part of Cambridge. 

One school committee member explained her vote against the proposal by saying t 
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Devastation in Wakefield 


by Layla Schlack 
Register Forum Staff 

On Tuesday, December 26, seven innocent people were killed in Wakefield, Massa- 
chusetts. Michael "Mucko" McDermott shot, and fatally wounded, seven fellow em- 
ployees at Edgewater Technology, Inc. McDermott was being treated for clinical de- 
pression, as well as having severe financial problems, although those who knew him 
saw no indication of this type of behavior. 

Michael McDermott was born and raised Michael Martinez, but changed his name 
in 1980. He was being treated for clinical depression, which was supposedly under con- 
trol. Although he made between $55,000 and $60,000 a year, he was deeply in debt. He 
owed $5,000 in back taxes, which was to be deducted from his paycheck and paid off in 
a short time. He would receive only $550 a month. In the meantime, however; his 
driver's license had been revoked for failure to meet insurance payments, and sources 
say he was in danger of having his car repossessed. Nonetheless, those who knew him 
say he didn't seem worried about money, except Rose Manfredi, whom he asked for a 
cash advance upon finding out about his back taxes. She was intimidated and left uneasy 
by the encounter, and would later become one of his victims. 

On the day of the massacre, McDermott had a small arsenal, consisting of an AK-47 
and a 12-gauge shotgun, in his cubicle. Around 11:30 am, he began in the lobby, execut- 
ing two receptionists. He then proceeded to the offices of human resources workers, 
those accountable for his pay-cut, and murdered five more, shooting each of them sev- 
eral times. He shot at two other employees, but they managed to hide under desks and 
escape his fire. 

After his rampage, McDermott went and sat calmly in the reception area with the 
two slain receptionists while terrified workers called the police. He was arrested without 
resistance. 

McDermott's victims include a new mother, Jennifer Bragg Capobianco, who had 
cut her maternity leave short, and Paul Manceau, a father of two. Rose Manfredi was the 
beloved sister of three brothers, whom she helped cope with the loss of their three sis- 
ters, who died of cancer. Louis Javelle was a widower who friends said had a great sense 
of humor. He usually worked at the Manchester, NH office, but happened to be in 
Wakefield that fatal day. Craig Wood, worked in the human resources department, and 
was only 29 years old. Janice Hagerty was described as a kind, loving woman by her 
neighbors. And Cheryl Troy leaves behind a love of scuba diving and photography. All 
of them are mourned and remembered fondly. 


A Liberal's 
View on Bush's 
Cabinet 


by Patty Pforte 
Register Forum Staff 

As a strong liberal Democrat, the 
Bush/Cheney win devastated me. It 
made me ask myself, "What will become 
of our country?" [have tried my best to 
accept this American triumph, but as 
Bush chooses his cabinet, I see problems 
that Iam unable to avoid. 

Colin Powell, Gale A. Norton, and 
Codoleeza Rice, bring diversity to this 
matter. Nevertheless, Bush also picked 
some more controversial comrades. An 
example of this would be Thomas Th- 
ompson, who was chosen as Secretary 


\ | 
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College Board 
Presents CRLS 
with 'Inspira- 
tion Award" 


by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 


Who? 


this month in history 


Copyright © 1999 JazzSet OnlinePhoto credit: Tim Owens 


MILT JACKSON 


This jazz muSician/composer born in 
Detroit, Michigan on January Ist, 1932 
is most famous today for being the first 
artist to adapt bebop lines to the vibra- 
phone. Under the nick name "bags," 
Jackson preformed with such other fa- 
mous musicians such as Dizzy Gillespie, 
Miles Davis, and John Coltrain. He also 
produced such pieces like "Bluesology" 
and "Bag's Groove," which continue to 
influence jazz artists today. 

In Detroit, Jackson began his musi- 
cal career in the neighborhood churches 
where he was known as a singer, pianist, 
guitarist, and percussionist. He led a 
gospel quartet called the Evangelical 
Singers as well as a jazz combo, The Four 
Sharps. Later, Jackson moved to New 
York where he played with Earl Hine. In 
1945, he joined Dizzy Gillespie, pianist 
John Lewis, bassist Ray Brown and 













drummer Kenny Clark in Gillespie's big 
band rhythm section. While in New York, 
Jackson also worked with Charlie Parker, 
Thetonius Monk, and Miles Davis and in 
1951, teamed up with several bandmates 
from Gillespie's band, Jackson recorded 
several pieces which later inspired the 
group to reform as the Modern Jazz Quar- 
tet. Much of Milt Jackson's unique and 


impassioned improvisations and classy: 


compositions live on in many pieces re- 
corded by the this group such as 
"Bluesology" and "Bag's Groove," helped 
to shape and define the group's sound. 
Jackson stayed in New York were he con- 
tinued his jazz career with such jazz leg- 
ends as John Coltrain, Coleman Hawkins, 
and Quincy Jones up until his death in 
1999. Milt Jackson died of cancer on Oc- 
tober 9th, 1999. 





Register Forum Staff 

If you see your guidance counselor 
Smiling triumphantly, please congratulate 
this heroic individual. CRLS recently re- 
ceived the “Inspiration Award” from the 
College Board. Out of all the schools in the 
Country, only six were granted this recogni- 
tion. The Board seemed particularly im- 
pressed by the number of low-income stu- 
dents attending college, leadership efforts, 
Standardized test preparation, and the equal 
peporiany for students to take Advanced 
Placement courses. Gaston Caperton, Presi- 










CRLS 


dent of The College Board, will present | 


of Health and Human Services. He cam- 
paigns.himself as a pro-life advocate, as 
well as a reformer of social security and 
welfare. For me, this is substantial now 
that the economy appears to be good. 

However, if a recession occurs, people 
may need some of the services Thomp- 
son wants to cut down. There is also Gale 
A. Norton, the chosen Secretary of the 
Interior. Norton is pro-choice and anti- 
tobacco, but supports oil drilling in 
Alaska. This could be hazardous to our 
environment. The final choice that 


causes I ‘me the most. anxiety, is John 
_ Ashi oft. Hei is anti-abortion, a conser- 
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Listening to Every Voice; Printing What You Need to Hear 





Are You the Solution 
or the Pollution? 


“Tn order to obey God, one must disobey oneself.” --Herman Melville 

Obviously, many students at CRLS do not take the time to consider 
the importance of this statement. Instead, they feel they can take the law 
into their own hands. The lack and disregard of this school’s “core values” 
is appalling. If you look around you will hear of fights breaking out, some- 
times five in one hour. You will here of MBTA passengers, who are 
CRLS students, throwing eggs and hard objects at on-coming traffic and 
pedestrians, some of who are elderly and children. Do you think those 
students care about the “core values” of the school, like hell they do. It is 
quite ironic.that these students who are trashing the school are always 
neatly attired and follow high standards of cleanliness. 

These examples of disrespect are hard-core evidence to prove that there 
is a big problem at CRLS, and should be dealt with immediately. Many of 
the seniors here at CRLS have observed this disrespectful behavior for the 
past four years. All of those seniors can honestly say that this school is in 
the worst shape that it has ever been in. The only way stop this appalling 
behavior is with strong and fair punishment. The inspiring literature hung 
up on he walls of the school is just not enough to change a person. Works, 
not words, makes the difference. It's about time that students at this school 
make a difference too. ' 


len All editorials reflect the opinion of the Register Forum staff, and not necessarily the opinion of the teachers or staff of CRLS. 





editorials 





8:05 and 2 seconds: 
You're Late 


The attendance policy has been read over the loud-speaker, printed nu- 
merous times in the "Did You Know", and widely criticized. Since all that 
has been done, it does not seem necessary to preface this commentary with 
anything other than one phrase: inconsistency. of policy. Regardless of our 
feelings towards the issue itself, we are definitively decided that this policy 
cannot be enforced as sporadically as it currently is. As soon as the second 
hand on the clocks hits the 12, marking 8:05 in some homerooms, students 
are considered late. That means that if a student runs through the door 
8:05 and 2 seconds, he or she is forced to sign in in his or her house office, 
and thus marked late. It is true, however, that 2 doors down from that 
particular homeroom, students run up the stairs at 8:12, stop their homeroom 
teachers in the hallway, before the teacher has returned the homeroom folder 
to the house office, and are marked present, and on-time. Inconsistency of 
policy. If this policy is to be enforced with the zeal Principal Evans would 
like, (and about which we will not comment here), it must be enforced 
everywhere in the school. 

We do not support the policy, but we know that it is unfair and unjust to 
implement it only in select homeroom. Regardless of anyone's feelings 
towards the policy itself, it is the principle that is on trial here, (no pun 
intended). If we, as students, are to have separate, but equal small schools, 
a uniform policy set by the principal must be uniformly applied. To do 
otherwise simply punishes the students Those who are forced to be in their 
homerooms by 8:05 will definitely agree. How frustrating is it to run all 
the way from Harvard Square with two or three book-bags, to run up four 
flights of stairs, to burst through the homerrom door at 8:06, and be marked 
late? And then to be told that if you had made more of an effort to get to 
school on time, you would not have recieved detention? If some students 
have to suffer this way, all students should. It is an unfair move on the part 
of the teachers to make a personal decision not to obey this policy, and, 
again, it punishes only the students. This is supposed to be a uniform policy, 
and. if it must exist’at all, it must exist in every single homeroom. That is 
only fair. 


The attendance policy was established to provide 
fair and equal standards for all students at CRLS. 
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Rindge and Latin: 


A Retrospective 


by Layla Schlack 
Register Forum Staff 

While there are many problems that 
have existed in this school for the past fif- 
teen or twenty years, it seems like there 
may have also been more solutions then, 
one of which was a project called Options 
Unlimited. I found an article, a small 
blurb about this project in a 1985 Regis- 
ter Forum, and was intrigued. 

The basic idea was to expose students 
to different careers. Back then college was 


Do You Get 
Enough 
Sleep? 


By Chung Yu Chow 
Register Forum Correspondent 
While I browsed through a maga- 
zine article, I discovered that there was 
a strong correlation between the 
amount of hours a person sleeps and 
daily activities. Almost everyone un- 
derstands that sleep is vital to a person's 
health, but how does sleep affect the 
daily activities of a student in school? 
Scientifically speaking, a human 
brain functions all the time. The ac- 
tivities and the information a person ab- 
sorbs each day are stored in the "short- 
term memory" portion of the brain, spe- 
cifically known as the hippocampus. 
Sleep becomes vital since it is at a stage 
when information is processed and 
transferred to the "long-term memory" 
of the brain called the neocortex. This 
is the part of the human brain where a 
person's knowledge is stored. 
Researchers suggest that eight 
hours of sleep are necessary to transfer 
information of daily activities to the 
long-term memory. Although eight 
hours are enough, nine and a half to 
ten hours of sleep are recommended for 
-adolescents. The hours of sleep a stu- 
dent receives are not only important for 
holding on to information memorized, 
but experiments show that sleep also 
affects a person's alertness in his/her 
environment. In addition, more sleep 
brings more alertness to physical ac- 
tivities the following day. For example, 


identifying different shapes was an ex- |. 


periment conducted. Students who re- 
ceived fewer than six hours tended to 
have more difficulty in identifying a 
certain shape asked the next day. Stu- 
dents who received more than eight 
hours, however, tended to have an 
easier time identifying certain shapes. | 

The connection between sleep and 
school is critical, especially when 
studying for a quiz or an exam. Memo-- 
rizing vocabulary words, for. example, ' 
would be more successful for a person 
with more sleep. Sleeping helps new 
words stay in the long-term memory 
portion of the brain fo are time, 











Part 2 


not the only option for students graduating 
from Rindge. Perhaps we need to return to 
that mindset. 

College was important to Rindge stu- 
dents in 1985. There was still the same pres- 
sure, the same tension, there is now. In old 
Register Forums, one will find articles 
about the stress of applying to college. But 
now, there are no such articles, as it is a 
given that all students are stressed out about 
applying to college. While the stress is 
something that has existed for a long time, 
at every high school, not just Rindge, the 
stress of not applying to college is a rela- 
tively new phenomenon that should be ad- 
dressed. 

We see information about the civil ser- 
vice exam in the Did You Know, and we 
know there are internships through the 
CRC, and although these are opportunities 
for students who are not going to college, 
it hardly seems like a support system. This 
program in 1985, Options Unlimited, pro- 
vided students with an opportunity to meet 
and talk to people in various professions 
that do not require college degrees. It made 
students feel comfortable about not apply- 
ing to college. 

A high school’s job should be to pre- 
pare students for what they will do after 
high school. Rindge, in 1985, realized this. 
Rindge today seems much more focused 
on test scores and universities. Although 
this trend seems almost universal through- 
out the nation, that does not mean it ben- 
efits the students. Perhaps instead of march- 
ing forward and mocking how the school 
was, we should just regress a little and em- 
brace all of our students. 





by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 
Register Forum Staff 


anti-family values. 


one get? Pardon my editorial instincts. 


unnecessary ideas into their minds. 


every evening if it shows heinous crimes? 


Ban Harry Potter? 


Harry Potter made the list, so did The Catcher in the Rye. No, not the most 
popular childrens books of all time, but rather the most disputed. These are some of 
the most popular and controversial books of the year, according to the sponsor of Banned 
Books Week, The American Society of Journalists and Authors. (ALA) The ALA 
reported that more than five-thousand complaints were noted at schools and public 
libraries in the 1990s. The top 100 titles were revised and released prior to Banned 
Books Week, which ran September twenty-third through September thirtieth. 

"Sexually explicit” was the most common objection raised about books at librar- 
ies, followed by “unsuited to age group” and “occult theme or promoting the occult of 
satanism.” Others included violence, promotion of same-sex relationships, racism and 


Why ban books? According to a ninth-grade English teacher in Anne Arundel 
County, Maryland, who removed Maya Angelou’s memoir in 1997, “It portrays white 
people as being horrible, nasty, stupid, people.” I do wish that I had the source behind 
this quotation, for I am certainly curious about how this individual became an English 
teacher. Choosing a profession such as this, you'd think that she’d be able to make a 
better selection of adjectives. Come on, “horrible, nasty, stupid...?” How vague can 


I do noi believe that any book should be banned, To help you understand the 
nature of my thinking, I ask you to picture a classic painting so that the actions, color, 
nudity, and depittions create a lucid image of a certain historical event or time period. 
Plato held the theory that “explicit” artwork could pervert the minds of people, placing 
I ask you, is it wrong to teach of the Jewish 
genocide during World War II in schools? Is it unrighteous for me to watch the news 


I believe that it is the people who destroy or pervert a society. Books and artwork 
are merely reflections of historical events. If one feels inclined to take their world 
angst out pugnaciously on brilliant “‘artistes” in order to avoid prostituting the minds of 
their youngsters, perhaps they should have more confidence in the values that they 
instill in the minds of their own children. Perhaps then they would feel secure enough - 
to allow their children to explore the world of art and literature from an unobstructed 
viewpoint. The internet, television, and crude musical lyrics have provided more ways 
for the minds of a minor to become distorted. 

Frankly, if any of my contemporaries have even read a classic novel recently, or 
visited a museum, kudos to them!. I urge you not to be influenced by those who are 
closed minded. German poet Rainer Maria Rilke once said, “...almost everything seri- 
ous is difficult, and everything is serious. If you only recognize this and manage, out 
of yourself, out of your own nature and ways, out of your own experience and child- 
hood and strength to achieve a relation to sex wholly your own (not influenced by 
convention and custom), then you need no longer be afraid of losing yourself...” 













































Welcome to the New Millennium 


Well it is 2001, and unfortunately the 
new millennium is not bringing much joy 
and happiness. This country, still drown- 
ing in now old chad and Bush-Gore jokes, 
just keeps chugging along. We slip into our 
normal routines as if not that much has hap- 
pened. We start to concentrate on the 
Superbowl (not like that's really a bad 
thing), and the American public waits ea- 
gerly to see Survivor 2. Violence still pre- 
vails in the world, with strife in parts of 
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. The next 
two weeks will bring a fun filled package 
of action and adventure, as the fact that 
George W. Bush will be president is com- 
pounded by the fact that Superbowl XXXV 
will be between the New York Giants and 
the Baltimore Ravens. 

News wise, the new millennium has 
brought nothing but pain and grief. The 
New Year started off with an office shoot- 
ing. It seems to have brought all of the gun 
control advocates out of the woodwork, 
spewing their usual good intentioned 
mush. It also has brought out the usual se- 
ries of shrinks talking about a variety of 
reasons that could have been the cause of 
this out burst. This is in the face of the fact 
that the motive seems fairly obvious, and 


mies 





by Joe Trevithick, Register Forum Staff 


victims had insurance, we'd be okay. Isay 
that you'd be dealing with insurance scan- 
dals or fraud in the face of injuries asso- 
ciated with assault and battery and/or as- 
sault with deadly weapon charges, which 
would without a doubt, form a gray area 
in the policy. 

Violence in the Middle East has re- 
turned to its norm, with small attacks that 
are all unconnected, and a variety of as- 
sassinations. This has made the situation 
seem calm enough for exiting President 
Clinton to float a peace deal, which, like 
most, seems like it's working until the is- 
sue over Palestinian autonomy or the 
Jerusalem question comes up. Along with 
these headlines domestic and interna- 
tional, comes the constant slew of health 
scares and hordes of violent crimes, which 
makes the news completely worthless. 

Sports, the other half of the normal 
American's already short attention span 
(me included), doesn't present a much bet- 
ter picture. The Celtics are on their way 
to being mathematically eliminated (by 
the time this is published they definitely 
will be), and their coach has left. The Pa- 
triots' season, it is agreed, was over be- 
fore they even stepped onto the field. The 





After the Superbowl, we're going to be 
left with the prospect of Red Sox spring 
training and the likely event of another hurt- 
ful season. Another mathematical battle 
plagued by the unknown factors of suspen- 
sions and injuries, leading to the propaga- 
tion of another embittered generation of Red 
Sox fans. Who knows, America's pastime 
might lose out to the combined might of 
reality TV (things like The Mole, Tempta- 
tion Island, and Survivor 2), or maybe we'll 
watch it as a substitute for WWF Smack 
Down ("The Bat" Mike Piazza Vs. "The 
Ball" Roger Clemens). As I, a now devout 
Red Sox fan, begin to realize what time of 
year it is, I think about what hole I'll crawl 
into this year after the team that hasn't won 
a World Series in about eighty years, just 
goes out and does it again. A team, which 
has denied its season ticket holders the use 
of the vouchers for post-season games con- 
tinually, will still have people continuing 
to stand by it. Baseballs greatest tragedy, 
second only to that of the plight of the Chi- 
cago Cubs, our brothers in the Nationahes 
League. 

Well, if the sports don't kill yo 
the news doesn't make you worry 
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-_—_ arts and entertainment 


BEST AND WORST 
MOVIES OF THE YEAR 2000 


by Caitlin Bergin, Register Forum Staff 
Thave seen a lot of movies this year, though I-have seen‘very few that impressed me as much as 
other movies of the decade have. The nineties brought about a boom in the production of great 
movies. After a period of slowprogress in quality film making the last decade brought with it a 
slew of great films. Everything from big budget movies like Braveheart and Titanic, to low bud- 
get films like Shine, to foreign works of art like Life is Beautiful and Central Station have shown 
us what Hollywood and the world is capable of. This last year however has been less than impres- 
sive, turning out subpar movies and parading them like works of art. Gladiatora*™s Golden 
Globe win for Best Drama is evidence this, the big budget blockbusters invading what was once 
known as the quality section. I can only hope that in future years wewill be able to return to the 
same standard that was set for the last decade. So here are a few of my comments of some movies 





amoral dilemma, and the choices they make 
have important consequences for their lives, 
their careers, and especially their friendship 
with each other. 
The characters and situations in the book 
are so exaggerated that they are often hilari- 
~ ous, but the author uses them to illustrate 
some important points about where people 
draw the line between selfishness and com- 
passion. 
Amsterdam is a fast-paced, very entertain- 
ing book that is worth reading as a parody of 
our modern day, self-centered society. 


Book Review: 


Amsterdam 


by Jessica Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff 


‘When we are given the opportunity 
for personal gain at the expense of an- 
other person, what should we do? How 
much are we obligated to intervene to 
help someone who is in trouble? Where 
do we draw the line between reporting 
on the news and invading the privacy of 


that I think tried to break free of the below average bar, and some that failed miserably. 


Best 


ALMOST FAMOUS 

A well told, yet hard to believe story of a boy 
who is assigned by Rolling Stone to go on tour 
with a rock band. An entertaining and humor- 
ous look at the image given to us by our par- 
ents, and breaking free of that image. Kate 
Capshaw and others do a magnificent job as the 
unsteady rockers thrown into fame, and the 
people who follow them. 


BILLY ELLIOT 

I did mention that it was a slow year for the 
movies right? Well, at a lack for anything else 
to nominate I nominate Billy Elliot for my list. 
This is not to say it was a bad film, if fact it 
was pretty good. A charming story about a 
young boy who dreams of dancing in the bal- 
let, yet his tough union town frowns upon a boy 
who would want to dance. Interestingly tied 
into the bitter union battle thatraged in Great 
Britain, which almost overtook the main theme 
with drama. 


OH BROTHER, WHERE ART THOU? 


' Easily my favorite movie of the year. A hilari- 


ous southern adaptation of Homer's "The Od- 
yssey,” with everything from the cyclops to the 
sirens. George Clooney and his band of prison 
escapees go on a extremely funny journey which 
lead them from an appearance on the radio to a 
KKK lynching, on their way in search of "trea- 


Worst 


CENTER STAGE 

Though an amazing sleep aid, this movie has 
very little else to offer. The dull, and 
whining story of a few mismatched, and flat 
characters making their way through Ballet 
School. Elaborate, yet uncharasmatic danc- 
ing try to hold it together, but in the end it flops. 
If you want to see a movie about ballet, see 
Billy Elliot. 


COYOTE UGLY 

Another story of the shy underdog trying to 
make it in performance. The story of a girl 
who desperate for work and unable to sell her 
music takes a job at a aucus night club, where 
women dance on the bar, and pour beer on 
customers. I lost it half way through, the only 
thing keeping me that long was the energetic 
dancing and music. 


LITTLE NICKY 

Though Adam Sandler has a small following, 
even they were probably bored by his latest 
try at disgusting us. Satan's son comes to Earth 
in search of his two brothers who have come 
to take control of Earth, when they are denied 
their fathers throne. Even a few amusing yet 
disgusting remarks about Hitler's eternal pun- 


public officials? 

These are just a few of the questions 
that come up when reading Amsterdam 
by Ian McEwan, a book that makes you 
laugh almost as much as it makes you 
think. The central characters of the book 
are two long-time friends, Vernon 
Halliday, a newspaper editor, and Clive 
Linley, a composer. Both of them had a 
love affair with a woman named Molly 
Lane, and as the book opens, they meet 
up at her funeral. The emotions surround- 
ing Molly's death lead the two men to 
make a pact which will come back to 
haunt them later. Each man is faced with 





Top Ten 


Places We Should 
Have the Prom 


10. Aman's house 

VFW 

. Library parking lot 

. Starbucks 

. The garage 

eine ety 

. The Aquarium 

. The loading dock 

. Media Cafeteria 

? Broad way***** 
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Artist of the Month 


Mary Allen 


sure.” ishment can keep this oddity afloat. 


Will Survior II Survive the 


Second Time Around? 


by Carrie Kindleberger, Register Forum Correspondent 

Okay, so by now everyone is over that whole reality T.V. concept. It may have 
worked okay with "Survivor," but all of these new shows are just a little more of the 
same with a little more sex or deceit added in for flavor. But is the American public 
really going to fall for it? Who wants to watch someone else's false reality anyway? 

Ido. I love these shows. I can't get enough of them. Now before you start thinking 
lam a huge loser, I do have my standards. Yes, "Big Brother" was horribly boring and 
"Who Wants to be a Millionare" was a stupid idea, but I will defend "Survivor." Though 
it was created in Europe, the concept is perfect entertainment for the American public 
and encompasses all of my favorite American values: the importance of winning at all 
costs, the joy in laughing at the misfortunes of others and, of course, shameless advertis- 
ing. 


a Okay, so even if you don't want to admit it,. deep down, you love winning. But 


even more than winning, you love to watch others lose. That is the beauty in "Survi- 
-vor.," you are guaranteed a devestated loser each night. And it's not the same impersonal 


~ loss of a sporting event in which one team loses simply because the other team wanted 


to win more. Oh, no. This is personal. This huge reject was voted off the show because 
_ he was annoying, unathletic, dr washed his shirt in the drinking water. And not only do 
ou get to see the look on the looser’s face as Jeff Probts, the host, puts out his flame, but 

0 aR ange ie’ and long walk from the tribal council. _What more can you ask 


“ underappreciated aspects ofthe show is its great nack for latent : 


serrasiriapesbet Test fads “h soft towels? _I bet those 





by Farzana Musa 
Register Forum Staff 


This months Artist of the Month is Mary Allen. She is a senior at 
CRLS. This year she is in Beginning Art class with Miss. L. Dickerson. 


i. ‘The iece above isa linoleum penking ase oen in her class. She got 
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100 Point Overkill 


by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 


Last week, two highschool basketball 
players captured some attention by showing 
off some incredibly bad sportsmanship. 

Dajuan Wagner became the first player 
in more than twenty years to score 100 points 
in a game. Later in the week, Cedric Hensley 
of Texas one-upped Wagner and scored 101. 

At first, one might think these guys 
played incredible games. Trust me, they 
didn’t. I saw the highlights and they told a far 
different story. 

There is nothing special about going 
through a layup line 50 times, and that’s es- 
sentially what both players did. Wagner and 
Hensley were playing against some obviously 
overmatched competition. Now, if CRLS 
plays against a poor team, the Falcons don’t 
run up the score. The starters come out, the 
pressure defense is turned off, and the bench 
players get some time. Beating a team by 30 
or 40 is enough, right? Not for the coach of 
Wagner or Hensley. The final score of the 
games are ridiculous. Camden, Wagners team, 
won by the score of 176-68. Hensley’s team, 
the Christian Brothers Academy, won 136-28. 

The highlight that will stick out in my 
head is Hensley dunking, again, again, and 
again, on kids who looked like eighth-grad- 
ers. The team he was playing had no one over 
six feet. Hensley is a guard for his team and 
he stands six foot four. Wagner gets a little 
credit because he hit ten three pointers, but 
from what I hear most of his baskets were also 
lay-ups and dunks. The coach from Camden 


_kept the full court press on all game. Didn’t | 


he ever think that 50, 60, or 70 points were 
enough? Nope, his team had to win by 108 
points and Wagner needed to score 100 points 
(his average was a mere 41). Wouldn’t the 
coach ever think about the situation of his 
counterpart? You put your team through prac- 
tice and work hard all week only to get beaten 
by 108 and have your school pride humili- 
ated. What’s the coach supposed to say after 
the game? “ Get’m next time” or “ Wow, I 
never knew we were so bad.” 

Competition is a universal problem in 
highschool basketball. The problem is with 
schools like Christian Brothers Academy. Of 
the top 25 highschool teams in the nation, 
more than 20 are private schools. This is be- 
cause certain private schools recruit players 
to come to their school and play basketball. 
-_ These are schools which aren’t known for their 

education, but for being basketball power- 
houses. The schools use the facade of an edu- 
cation to create incredible basketball teams. 
It’s different with public schools like CRLS. 
CRLS is known to be a basketball power- 
house, but that’s merely because Cambridge 
cosnistently generates good players. The pri- 
vate schools are able to get the best kids from 
- across the country because they offer quite an 
aleternative to terrible urban highschools. 
Some kids move across the country to play 
_ for some academy or prep school. A perfect 
example is last years state champion, St. Johns 
re St. Johns Prep’s whole parting lineup 


| Bush: hitp://www. georgettesworld. com/dubya/page!. html 


| Rich: ttp://www.richhatch.com/ 
Elian: hitp://cagle.slate.msn.com/news/elian/ — 


ee Pikachu: hup://itan. SRACERAT Ss Cota ne aie: himl 


2. The halftime show will fea- 


was larger than six foot four. They had two ‘ 
ture a special invitee of New York 


kids close to six foot nine or ten. This isn’t 


merely a coincedence that they attendthe | quarterback Kerry Collins. 
same school, all these players are recruited 3. Tony Siragusa will be very fat 
to play basketball. Even though certain —_ and sweaty. 


public schools regularly have excellent 
teams, I see private schools increasing 
their dominance in the future. Every kids 
with aspirations to play college or pro bas- 
ketball will go to an academy where they 
can play on a team with fellow all-stars 
and be scouted every time they play. No 
kid will take the chance of attending dan- 
gerous and decript public schools. Public 
schools just won’t be able to stand up to 
affluent private schools which recruit play- 


4. Aband of renegade Cleveland 
Browns fans will steal the Super 
Bowl Trophy and sell it to Saddam 
Hussein. 

Thinking of pro sports, I might 
as well dwell on the Celtics. Rick is 
finally gone, too bad he couldn’t take 
Vitaly Potapenko and Kenny Ander- 
son with him. Now, at least I can go 
to a game without hearing Pitino 


shies screeching like a little bird on the 
Random Other Thoughts sideline. Speaking of a Bird....Bring 
back Larry! 


Unlike what others say, I think 
this years Super Bowl should be in- 
teresting. I see some intriguing plot 
twists. My predictions are as fol- 
lows: 

1. After Trent Dilfer throws 
three interceptions in the first quar- 
ter, his teammate Ray Lewis feels the 
bloodlust and sTrent. 


On a sad note, it looks liike the 
pride of CRLS, Patrick Ewing, 
doesn’t have much time left in the 
NBA. He leads the league in knee 
braces and isJikely to retire after this 
year. Unfortuately, it doesn’t look 
like he will ever get that elusive NBA 
title. 

Last but not least, the Red Sox 
have signed Hideo Nomo. Let us all 
rejoice. 


Summertime at 
Fayerweather— 


A Rew program 
of learning and 
aiscovery for 
children ages 
§-20 ycars 


© Creative Arts, 
Environmental 
Exploration and 
Adventures in 
Uteracy 


* Three 2-week sessions beginning = 
June 18th-July 27th 


° A Teen-Teaching Internship for 
ages 45 


For more information about our 
summer program filled with 

challenges, excitement and friendships 

please call 617-876-4746, ext 17 


_ FAYERWEATHER STREET SCHOOL 
765 CONCORD AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 
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Falcons Learn to 


Swim 
by Rafael Garcia 


Register Forum Correspondent 


With the election aftermath, snowy 
weather, and school reconstruction cri- 
sis, there are many issues floating 
around Cambridge Rindge and Latin 
School. You'd think that with all these 
events happening at once, the least of 


anyone's worries would be a sport we 
usually play in the summer. You 


couldn't be more wrong. What is the 
buzz all about this winter when people 
talk sports? That's right: they're talk- 
ing about the CRLS men's swim team! 

This team has done phenomenally 
well this year , and it appears the ex- 
citement iscontagious. The young 
men's record in the GBL this year is an 
astonishing 6-1, and 8-3 including all 
the schools against which they've 
played. It's not surprising, then, that 
masses of students, faculty, and parents 
are flooding the bleachers during 
meets. Coached by Paul Fitzgerald, the 
team members pride themselves on 
their diversity and teamwork. Though 
these high school athletes hail from the 
entire ethnic spectrum of our school, ° 
from Russian to Asian to many other 
backgrounds, they work together to- 
ward one goal: victory! 

On Thursday, January 25, I battled 
my way through the crowds to attend 
my first meet. It surpassed all my ex- 
pectations and, it seemed, those of 
many fans who attended. Screaming 
mothers, fathers, and staff members 
deafened me, as I found myself a seat 
in the back row (one of the few empty 
ones left). Soon, however, I saw what 

all the fervor was about. Our school's 
team was rocketing through the water in 
many different ways. Some sped at top 
speed over the surface, gliding in the free- 
style position. Others wove their way 
under the water with the breaststroke. 
Some even hurled themselves along us- 
ing the incredibly difficult butterfly 
stroke. All the athletes showed their com- 
fort and prowess when it comes to the 
water. After all, as they say, "Different 
strokes for different folks. ' 
The support the team gets from Cam- 
bridge Rindge and Latin is surprising, to 
say the least. At least five or six young 
ladies assisted the team in timing the con- 
testants, lending moral support, and han- 
dling other important tasks. Parents 
showed up in throngs, and mobs of stu- 
dents yelled and cheered on the young 
men. The meet was against Peabody, the 
school's archrival when it comes to swim- _ 
ming. It was painfully close, and every- 
one did their best, it seemed. Says David 
Maybury-Lewis, a new addition to the © 
team who usually swims free-style a 
breaststroke, "Wehad a very close m 
but lost in the end. o He wen 
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A Community 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 
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A Symbol of Community Strength Since 1854 


Belmont ¢ Cambridge ¢ Somerville 
617.354.7700 


www.ecsb.com 


Membet FDIC/Member DIF 
~The first $100,000 per depositor is insured by the FDIC; all deposits above this aoa are 
insured by the Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). — 


7 fENBER 
_ Equal Opportunity Lender 








Guiding Choice 
versus Chance 


An Interview with Mayor 
Anthony Galluccio 


by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 
Register Forum Staff 


Rebecca Swanson: How do you feel about 
the controversy that has arisen regarding 
choice versus assignment at Cambridge 
Rindge and Latin? 

Anthony Galluccio: | think that it was 
healthy for this to happen right now. People 
on both sides have much stronger feelings 
than most people realize. It is an issue that 
has probably not been openly debated since 
the beginning of school desegregation. 
RS: Why “right now”? 

AG: In my opinion, this was the right time, 
because of both the impact it has on differ- 
ent economic groups, and the impact it has 
on diversity in the classrooms. 

RS; What is your position in the situation? 
AG: I went to CRLS in the mid 80’s, and it 
was Clear to me that choice inherently ben- 
efits higher income families who take ad- 
vantage of the system. I think it would be a 
mistake for a city that has made choice a 
prime factor in the schools not to recognize 
the drawbacks, and at the very least to ad- 
dress those inequities. 

RS: You stated that it was primarily the 
“higher income families” who were most 
active in the choice system. But is it not 
every parent’s right to make that choice? 
And I suppose that one could even go as 
far as to say that if a parent does not exer- 
cise that right, then it would seem as though 
they were not using their democracy accord- 
ingly... 

AG: I think that that’s the defense to choice. 
I think it’s obvious that those who take ad- 
vantage of choice tend to be upper income 
people. Just like those who avail them- 
selves to a democracy tend to be upper in- 
come groups. I don’t think that the only 
defense for choice can be penalizing stu- 
dents for their parents’ lack of involvement. 
I think it’s deeper than that. 

RS: The idea of mixing students of differ- 
ent backgrounds, races, and academic 
achievements seems optimal. However, 
you do realize the problems this is likely to 
create for both the students and the teach- 
ers. The teacher must learn to engage all of 
her students, so that the more motivated stu- 
dents may intellectually prosper. Essen- 
tially, it seems as though the pressure is no 
longer as much on the student to perform, 
but rather for the teacher to perform. 

AG: I think that that is the ultimate issue. 
Three problems at CRLS: We don’t have 
an “At Risk’ program, so disruptive kids are 


in the classes, and we don’t have enough 


guidance counselors. I think that 12 coun- 
Selors for 2,000 students is embarrassing. 
That’s a huge piece. Another thing is that 
we don’t have a technical program. Beyond 
that, I think that we have to decide at what 
level having multi-performance students in 
One classroom is appropriate. I think there 
needs to be a balance. 

RS: How would you define ‘At Risk?” 
AG: ieee attention. I'm talking about 








standardized exams. 


2000 Inspiration Award Crystal. 


one would look at my SAT scores." 


ceed in them. 


standardized testing. 


the president." 


score changes. 


here at CRLS. 


people segregate themselves. I would prob- 
ably not have choice freshman year, but 
have enough flexibility in certain subjects 
to allow students to excel. At the junior 
and senior levels, I’d allow students to fo- 
cus on the subjects that they enjoy most. 
That gives them confidence, and makes 
school more interesting. Let’s stop focus- 
ing on what students are bad at, and focus 
on what students are good at. Furthermore, 
I'd have a very supportive ‘At Risk’ pro- 
gram for the so many young people who 


___ have repeatedly told us that they need more 
support. 


College Board President Caperton presents the award to Senior Class President 
Aman Milner, Principal Paula Evans, Assistant Principal Caroline Hunter, 
Superintendent Bobbie D'Alessandro, and Mayor Anthony Galluccio 
(photo by Elizabeth Hixson) 


College Board recognizes 
CRLS as an "Inspiration" 


by Esha Senchaudhuri 

Register Forum Staff 
The excellence and high achievement of Cambridge Rindge and Latin students 
and teachers were acknowledged on Tuesday, February 13, when Governor Caperton, 
the President of the College Board, presented a $10,000 check to the Cambridge Public 
Schools for the admirable performance of many CRLS students, reflected in national 


At a luncheon at the Cantabrigia’ Restaurant, which was attended by Mayor An- 
thony Galluccio, Superintendent of Schools Bobbie D'Alessandro, and many CRLS 
students and staff members, Governor Caperton handed a proud Paula Evans the Year 


"When I was applying for this job," he said during his speech, "I was afraid some- 
Governor Caperton is dyslexic and took the SAT's 
when they did not offer extended time. He bases his success on the support of his 
parents, and commended CRLS for encouraging students of all ethnicities and socio- 
economic backgrounds to challenge themselves with difficult courses, and also to suc- 


His praise was well deserved since SAT scores in Cambridge are on the rise, and 
more students are performing well on AP tests, despite an obvious student dislike of 


Governor Caperton congratulated the adults, but made it known that he greatly 
appreciated the students. He mentioned Senior Class President Aman Milner many 
times during his speech, while saying to Mayor Galluccio, "You're just the mayor--he's 
He enjoyed the delicious lunch prepared by the students and staff of the 
Culinary Arts program, and chuckled understandingly with students begging for SAT 


Although Governor Caperton proclaimed that the Inspiration Award recognized 
the high achievement and excellence of students and staff, representatives of the school 
saw it as an inspiration for future aspirations, rather than the attained goals of the past; 
aspirations to strengthen and celebrate the values of high expectations and diversity 


























that has taken on a school system. In a 
school system that historically has been 
controlling rather than controlled, she’s 
shown an enormous amount of courage. 
Paula has proved that she’s not only a dis- 
ciplinarian, but that she’s willing to stick 
her neck out for every student at the high 
school - she was willing to lose her job for 
ee Mayor, continued on page 4 










A 2:00 AM 
Compromise 


The School Committee on Choice 
by Aditi Sen 
Register Forum Staff 


It was 2:15 in the morning when the 
School Committee finally put to rest the 
issue of school choice at the February 6 (- 
7) meeting. The meeting was in consider- 
ation of the Superintendent of School’s rec- 
ommendation for the "Cambridge Rindge 
and Latin School — Ninth Grade Student 
Registration and Assignment Process." The 
proposal cited the redesign plan of Febru- 
ary, 2000: "The Cambridge School Com- 
mittee defines diversity broadly to include 
a variety of factors, such as race, ethnicity, 
gender, socioeconomic status, geographical 
district of residence and achievement. Be- 
cause the high school redesign plan assigns 
each high school student to one of five 
‘schools, for the 2000 — 2001 school year, 
the Superintendent may use the above di- 
versity factors to assign students to one of 
the five schools. .. Beginning with the 2001 
— 2002 school year, the Superintendent will 
include choice as one of the factors in as- 
signing students." 


School Committee on Choice, 
continued on page 4 


School Committee's 
Choice Finds Support 
Among Students 


by Dan Rubin-Wills 
Register Forum Staff 

When the School Committee originally 
voted on January 23 to allow incoming 
freshmen to choose their houses, students 
at CRLS became vocal. Many of them 
joined the faculty in braving the winter 
weather to picket against school choice. The 
following week, when the School Commit- 
tee met to reconsider its vote, the Youth 
Action Coalition held a candlelight vigil 
outside the entrance to the school. A large 
group of students attended the meeting to 
voice their opinions directly to the School 
Committee. Many wore silver ribbons to 
show their support of Principal Paula Evans 
and Superintendent Bobbie D'Allessandro's 
stance against school choice. 

According to Ben Somberg, a member 
of the Youth Action Coalition, "There needs 
to be no choice of schools so that all stu- 
dents have equal access to a quality educa- 
tion. Small schools that are all essentially 
the same, to which students are randomly 
assigned, will finally allow every student 
who goes to Rindge the same opportunity 
to learn." 


Students Support Committee's Decision, 
continued on page 4 
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short story contest 
Winner: '11:58"' by Anna Adjemian, School 3 


I was sitting alone at the end of an empty subway car, drying my eyes on my sleeve, when he got on. At first I didn't even look : 
up to see who was interrupting my privacy. It was pretty late at night, and there are some real oddballs who ride the trains at that : 
hour. Sometimes all it takes is a look to get them started, and I really wasn't in the mood for a life story or a random conversation; 
which is why I almost bit his head off. 

He looked a little shocked. Generally, you get a civil response when you ask someone if they're all right. Someone you don't 
know, especially. But he didn’t say anything. He looked at me for a minute, then took a book out of his pocket, and started reading 
it. I watched him carefully, not wanting him to know I was. He had sat down in the seat across from me, and kind of spread out, 
since he had it all to himself. He was humming to himself, in that unassuming way people do when they think no one can hear 
them. He had kind of tousled curly blond hair, and he was wearing a woven belt. I liked that. 

I was embarrassed when I realized he was looking at me. I met his eyes, but he wouldn't look away. He wasn't staring in a rude 
way, just... [don't know. He had a very complex face. You know what I mean? Some people, you just look at them, and you know 
exactly what they're thinking. Not this boy. He looked kind of interested, I guess, but there was more to it. It was almost as if he 
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was looking through my eyes, into my mind, and reading what he saw there. It made me uncomfortable. I looked away. 


“You were crying," he said. I thought briefly of lying, but realized that would just be stupid. 


"So?" Lasked. He shrugged, and looked back at his book. I hate that. When someone starts a conversation, and then they just 
leave you there and read their book. The problem was, now that I had actually said something, I thought I was going to start crying 
again. I shouldn't have talked. You can't open your mouth when you've just stopped crying, or you start all over again. 

The thing about me is, I hate for people to see inside me. I used to let everyone know how I was feeling, every minute. I didn't 
care. But if you leave yourself wide open like that, you get hurt. I know, because it's happened to me. I figure now, if you don't let 


on that you have real feelings, no one's going to stomp on them. 


Ihad thought I was safe on the subway. To tell the truth, I actually don't even like to cry by myself. I'm always afraid someone 





will find me. I'm paranoid like that. But I had way too much all bottled up inside of me, and I knew that it was going to have to come 
out somehow. I wasn't actually going anywhere, just riding the subway back and forth until I was safe to go home. The subway was going to close in about an hour. | chose the last car on purpose. 


I didn't think anyone would be getting on. 


Once I started thinking about it, I got mad at him. I was here first, and there were five other cars for him to choose from. Why wouldn't he just get off the train? I knew I was just embarrassed, 
but knowing doesn't help anything. I just felt so terrible, and sorry for myself, and angry, and I could only hold my breath so long. 

I tried to tone it down, but I kind of sniffled when I sobbed, and of course he heard it. He just looked at me, and in a way I was grateful for that. Grateful that he hadn't said anything, or, I don't 
know, come over and given me a hug. I hate that. When people think that they have the right to just touch you and stuff. I'm just not a huggy person, really. I don't like to touch people too much. 
In a way, though, I almost wished he had. It seemed pretty insensitive to me. I mean, it's pretty rude to just sit and watch someone cry. 

[almost hit him when he did come sit next to me. But the thing was, I couldn't even make my body obey me. I was crying that hard. I didn't understand it at all, but something inside of me had 


broken, and I couldn't even think. 


I've never cried like that before. Then again, no one has ever let me. Now that I think back on it, he never even told me his name. He sat there and let me -- or, I should really say made me -- 
cry on him for ages. I don't know how long it really was, but it felt like hours. He took me home and told my stepmom to put me to bed. 

I've never seen him since. You'll probably think I'm really strange, but I think he might have been an angel. I'm not religious or anything, not like my stepmom. I don't believe in all that God 
stuff, but I can't think of any other explanation for it. And I've tried. It's not something you just let happen and then dismiss, baring your soul to some random stranger on a train. 


Runner-Up: 'Dream Within a Dream" by Joe Trevithick, School 1 


It was a cold, rainy, disturbingly dark, September night. All was black and the streetlights 
seemed to illuminate only the ground beneath them, and nothing else. All color seemed absent, 
with buildings black and sidewalk gray. Still, in the midst of this colorless void, there she was. I 
watched, as I smoked, from the other side of the street, watching her, as no traffic obstructed my 
view. She moved in and out of the light with a sort of rhythm. 

She did not walk alone, but her friend was as colorless as my surroundings and me. I stood in 
amazement, and saw through mist and smoke, that she, although in black cloak and dress, stood out 
illuminated by one thing. Her features, and her hair, a beautiful deep red, shone out, as the only 
color to be seen. The hair, burning like a flare, shown brightly and lightened up her face. That 
beautiful face, behind thick black rimmed glasses, seemed as if a guiding light. 

This gave me a sort of hope that I could break free from this void. I had to find out who this 
figure was; an angel sent to rescue those who inhabited this colorless land? I motioned to her, but 
there was no response; I made to cross the street and stop her. As I did, traffic worthy of any rush 
hour appeared as from thin air, and obstructed my view. When the traffic stopped, she was gone. 

[had to hold myself tight, for if I had not, I would have fallen into the grayness that was the 
sidewalk. I strove to remember that light and color, which I would never see again. The hope that 
it gave birth to started to fade as I walked back. I returned to my comer, and hitting my lighter, 
stared at the blue-gray flame, and lit another cigarette. 


About a. month later... 

I turned over in the bed and stared at the alarm clock. 5:59...seconds, waiting, then bang, 6:00 
AM. The alarm was like a Klaxon horn going off. Almost without thinking, | slammed my hand 
down on the sleep button. It fell to the floor with a light clatter. I seemed to forget every morning 
that the button was broken. 

Irolled onto my back, staring at the ceiling, more ready than most mornings for some reason, 
to get up and face the day. Still, though, the things I knew I was about to get up and do, was the 
same series of things I done everyday for the last ten years. Millions of wasted hours, followed by 
millions of hours to be wasted. Everyday for the last ten years I had gotten up, eaten the same 
breakfast, done the same drive, and sat in the same cubicle, doing the same low paying job. _I lay 
there, staring at the ceiling, then in one swift motion lurched myself out of bed. 

As I sat on my bed, I noted my room's sparse furnishings, the bed, the table, the dresser...and 
the door. The table was made out of plywood nailed and glued poorly together, but it served its 
purpose well. The dresser, a, new addition, was made of modular plastic, a luxury I had allowed 
myself. I got up and found some clothes on the table and in the dresser. They smelled stale, but not 
repugnant to any great degree, so I figured I could wear them to work. [lita cigarette from the pack 
on the table, then moved into the rest of the apartment. 

There were only three other rooms. The bathroom, which was big enough to fit the equip- 
ment, and not the person who would be using it. The kitchen, which was not much more than a 
glorified countertop and a stove, along with a fridge which was not too small, but not very big. The 
last room was what served as my living room, it had a small table for eating on, and my armchair 
which I had picked up off the side of the road one summer and hosed off (it was a great chair and 
now very clean), and my 15” TV, which I adored. 


‘sat down in my chair and realized I had forgotten something. I got up and went over to the fridge, 
Lie epee 






art of milk made eating the bowl of 






~ answer the question and explain my motives. I began to wonder what it must look like to have a 


I was standing there, brushing old cigarette butts into the street, while lighting another. It was 
October, and it was becoming hard to stand comfortably outside. It was just before 6:00 PM, about 
forty degrees and raining lightly. I loved the rain and still do, and I would be forever grateful that 
I did. I had just stubbed out my second cigarette, when I saw a figure on the other side of the street. 
Inasecond I knew it was her. Even though she had covered her head in a hood against the rain this 
time, I could see some of her hair in front of her face. That hair...I was again struck by a wave of 
excitement. However, this time there was no period of being stunned, so I was faster to react. 

I charged, as fast as I could, toward the other side of the street. Still expecting the same traffic 
to appear, I tucked in my head as I charged, and as a result had only a faint idea of where I was 
going. The next thing I felt was my head cracking against the wall of the building on the other side. 

I couldn't tell you how long I was out, but I awoke to the most pleasant of surprises. As my 
eyes opened I saw thick, black rimmed glasses, and that beautiful red hair. It was dark, but there 
could have been no light anywhere, and that hair would still have been visible. I tried to sit up, but 
my head hurt and I winced in pain. With a soothing movement, she put out her arm, and eased me 
back to the ground. I managed to move my hand to my head, and found it wet and sticky. I then 
noticed that I was very tired and blacked out again. 

When I woke up, I felt much better and rested. I got up and found myself lying on a couch. | 
knew I wasn't in my house, for I owned no couch. As my vision cleared, I was stunned at my 
surroundings. My mouth was wide open in amazement, as I saw the bright red couch, the pale 
yellow walls, and the vast array of other colors that decorated the room, 

[heard the pitter-patter of rain on the window, but there was something else. I sat there for a 
while trying to decipher it. Then I realized it was music, and what music it was. I listened to it 
through the ringing in my ears, and the headache, which reminded me of a bad hangover. It was 
like nothing I had heard before, and made the scene complete. I heard footsteps and wheeled 
around, and there with a bright smile, stood the red haired woman. 

I winced and she then took on a concerned look, as I tried to hide my pain. "Just stay there and 
relax, I'll be right back," she said. In a few minutes, I was holding a warm cup of coffee. ‘It was the 
best coffee I had ever had, although at that point I would have welcomed any warm liquid. I sat 
there for a while, sipping the coffee, and trying not to stare at the beautiful woman who had taken 
me in. I decided to break the silence and ask some questions that had come to mind. 

"Why did you take me in?" I asked. 

"You had hit your head pretty rough against the wall, and I couldn't just leave you. When I 
saw you weren't doing too bad, I thought I could get you to my apartment and rest you here." 

"Didn't you think it odd that some guy just charged across the street and slammed into a wall?" 

"Yes, but you looked fairly sane as you stood across the street, and that excited dash seemed 
like something a normal person could do under extreme circumstances." 

"Extreme circumstances?" 

"Well, I believe that is something for you to explain." 

Trying to change the subject rapidly, I moved on to some other things that now seemed weird 
about the situation. | 

"How did you get me up here?” } 4 

"T live less than a-block from where you hit your head, so I managed to drag you to the 
building, I have friends here who helped me from there." 

I realized I would have to find a reason for what I did, and 





IT would eventually be forced to 










~ Out of nowhere, she got up and said 
I think I have some stuff in my 


it, - YO 
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Career 
Paths 
Internship 


by Farzana Musa 
Register Forum Staff 

By interviewing Maria ; 
Ferri, the internship coordinator, 
the Register Forum got a lot of 
information about the Career 
Paths Internship Program at 
CRLS. Our school has offered 
this program for more than ten 
years. It has been getting better 
and better each year, because 
every year the Internship program 
gets new internship opportunities. 
Many community partners,. for 
example: Lesley College, Harvard 
University, etc are involved in this 
program. 

There are many. 
programs offered within this 
organization, such as: City Link, Harvard Internship Program,Childhood, Management 
and Finance Internship Program. The City Link is offered for new immigrant students to 
get them introduced to the new country’s government, different types of careers, and 
many other things. In the Harvard Internship Program, students get to work with Harvard 
planning and real estate, Harvard Dinner Service, and University Operation Service. 
Students also get to have a humanities seminar in a conference room at Harvard. Early 
Childhood is offered to those who are interested in childcare. In the Management and 
Finance Internship program, students get involved in business, banking, management, 
and related career areas. Each internship program has their own seminar where many 
professionals come and share their experiences. Students get to be treated with respect 
and also like a professional. 

Students learn to work in groups,as well as the world outside the school, which 
prepares them by teaching them to be responsible. Supporting one another and sharing 
knowledge are two of the main issues in this program. Responsibility takes a big part in 
the program, because the students have to show that they care about their work and the 
whole program. Students self select the program and all are welcomed.. Great interest 
and responsibility are the keys to getting into the program. Students also need to write an 
essay and fill out an application. A student must work a minimum of 10 to 12 hours each 
week, and the seminars are placed in different colleges. 

Students learn many things including respecting each other, responsibility, 
sharing, and how to be a professional. The Career Paths Internship program is a great 
opportunity for a student to learn about the outside world, before they really get into it. 








Today 


~~ + by Fahim Husain 


Today. But, if tomorrow never came, 
Today's a beautiful day Would your love be the same? 
In the month of May, Maybe I am not clear 
With you by my side On what I'm trying to say here. _ 





_ Asi share the feelings uf can not 





Bilingual 
Education 


By Liz Atkins 
Register Forum Staff 

The Bilingual Education Act, 
which was passed in the early 70’s, was 
designed as a transitional program with the 
intension of teaching non-English speaking 
students basic subjects in thier own 
language and in ESL classes until they 
became fluent in English. The idea behind 
this was that while these students were in 
the process of learning English, their 
general knowledge and proficiency in other 
subjects such as math, history and science 
wouldn't be effected by thier lack of 
fluency in English. However many 
educators and parents now critize 
transitional programs claiming that they 
segregate non- English speaking children 
from America's educational mainstream. 

For example, in September of 
1995 Latino opposition to native- 
language programs was expressed in 
Brooklyn. Here parents were angered by 
a bilingual program, which they claimed 
was contrary to section 3204(2) of the State 
Education Law. Although New York State 
Law limited participation in bilingual 
programs to three years unless an 
individual progress review led to an 
extension, thousands of students were 
routinely kept in these classes for over six 
years without even the pretenses of 
individual progress reviews. Because of 
this, parents charged that these children 
were not being provided with enough 
English material which would lead to equal 
opportunity overall in the US. 

Although New York Law also 
allows parents the right not to enroll their 
children in or toremove their children from 
transitional programs, many parents felt 
that pressure from school personnel kept 
these children in the programs for longer 
than they needed. While one might be 
inarguably on the side of the parents in this 
case who were denied their rights and who 
were wrongly pressured into a situation 
they hadn’t wanted, we must also consider 
the case of the students themselves. 

In Cambridge, programs such as 
the Spanish two- way immersion program, 
Amigos and the Portuguese program, Ola, 
work to bring non-English speaking kids 
and English speaking kids directly together 
with classes taught in both languages. 
However these programs are only offered 
at the elementary level and do not extend 
into high school. 

At CRLS there are transitional 
programs which teach ESL for two periods 
a day along with basic subject classes 
taught in the student's native language. As 
Mr. Arnold Clayton, teacher-in-charge of 
the International Student and Family 
Center at CRLS said, “when a student is 
just thrown in with a bunch of American 
kids, they’re always at a disadvantage’. In 
most cases, students don’t feel very 


comfortable in these kinds of situations. - 


They might not feel fluent enough in 
English or they might be afraid some one 
might laugh at their accent, but what’s so 
great about the transitional program here 
Mr. Clayton says is that, "People can work 
together in a way that benefits both 


: people”. His goal is to help fase oe 
other « 


came up, Mr. Clayton stated that he is very 
distressed by this and why shouldn’t he be 
when the goal of this program is just the 
opposite of segregation. By making 
bilingual education here at the school even 
stronger with more interactions among 
students and more teacher and parent 
support, CRLS as well as the other 
programs around Cambridge are in 
creasing interaction and collaboration, and 
above all, eliminating segragation as best 
they can. 


Recent Victories for 
CRLS Chess Team 


by Rafael Garcia 
Register Forum Staff sa 

The CRLS chess team, which has 
played in numerous local tournaments of 
late, and which hosted the recent Chess 
Pizza Party in the CRLS Cafeteria, has 
been making an outstanding name for it- 
self. Three recent chess tournaments are 
evidence of the exceptional strength of this 
year steam. Says the head coach, Marcia 
Duran, "This is a rapidly developing team 
with brilliant players." If the team s re- 
cent performance at chess tournaments is 
any indicator of things to come, these play- 
ers are headed for continuing excellence 
in the future. In Framingham, Massachu- 
setts, two weeks ago, the CRLS team dis- 
tinguished itself at the North Atlantic Chess 
Championship. Both the sophomore and 
junior teams came in first in their divisions, 
and Akiva Leffert as well as myself claimed 
third and fourth places in the eleventh grade 
section, respectively. All of the players 
proved to be solid performers, even though 
they faced potent opposition from the 
French Canadian competitors. 

Over Winter Vacation, the chess team 
headed down to Parsippany, New Jersey 
for one of the major tournaments of the 
year, the Amateur Team East Chess Tour- 
nament. Over 200 teams played in the 
event; several included Grandmasters such 
as three-time United States Chess Cham- 
pion Yasser Seirawan, and chess coach to 
the CRLS chess team, International Mas- 
ter Bill Paschall. The Cambridge team 
achieved many spectacular wins: Naseem 
Makiya and I defeated two players far 
higher rated than ourselves, startling up- 
sets with odds of approximately 10,000 to 
1 against us. Also, Tian Wang acquired a 
draw from a veritable chess expert, and 
Akiva Leffert and Carlos Ulloa both played 
exceptionally well against extremely stiff 
competition, including chess wizard Dan 
Bartley. 

At the last major tournament, on Sun- 
day, February 25 in Natick, Massachusetts, 
the CRLS chess team pulled off more 
amazing feats. Carlos Ulloa won first place 
in the tenth grade, and I placed third in the 
eleventh. The team has played in a num- 
ber of other tournaments this year, and even 
plans to sponsor an upcoming CRLS chess 


tournament in which all students are invited — 


to participate. The team practices every 


Thursday after school in the Main Cafete- 


ria along with recreational chess club 1 
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Interview with 
the Mayor 


continued from page 1 


RS: Is there anything else you would like to add? 
AG: Now I think that the challenge for all of us is to 
accept that for another 2 years we’re not going to 
have choice. So the war is over. Now it’s a question 
of how we can all come together in a thoughtful way 
and plan for the future. We can’t still be focusing on 
equity in 10 years. We must start focusing on per- 
formance. Nevertheless, equity is the first step. What do you think, Rebecca? 

RS: CRLS is a very special place. This is all very new. We must think in terms of the long 
run, while providing for the current students who are present during this transformation. I 
think that if we can use our resources accordingly: the diversity, the politics, the money, 
the lack of money, the teaching...we will be able to flourish above and beyond most Ameri- 
can high schools. But it will take time. However, I have learned that so often with pa- 
tience comes victory. 

AG: Rindge and Latin is on the move. I get really emotional about it, because I think that 
the Cambridge Rindge and Latin School has the potential to be the most amazing high 





school in the country. 


School Committee on Choice 


continued from page 1 

It goes on to propose that the school 
committee vote to keep the current means 
of assignment for next two years, and then 
"reassess the results at that time." It was 
for this proposal, supported by both Super- 
intendent D’ Alessandro and Principal Paula 
Evans, that the vote was happening. 

The six members of the committee, 
Nancy Walser, Denise Simmons, Fred 
Fantini, Joe Grassi, Alice Turkel and Susana 
Segat, along with Mayor Anthony 
Galluccio and Superintendent of Schools 
Bobbie D’ Alessandro spent the two hours 
prior to the conclusion discussing the is- 
sue, and the six hours before that listening 
to members of the community voice their 
opinions about the advantages and disad- 
vantages of school choice. 

After a period of a sometimes bumpy 
transition in the form of the redesign, this 
new issue of the possibility of school choice 
in the five small schools led to much con- 
tention and many raised opinions. Many 
felt that a return to school choice would lead 
to the return to the old system, that it would 
cause the five supposedly autonomous 
small schools to develop personalities and 
the problems of the old system would re- 
turn. Many felt that the decision was made 
too soon, after only a few months with the 
new system, and that it was made without 
enough input from the people of the city 
and school. On the other side, many par- 
ents and students, as well as others, felt that 
they have a right to pick the school in which 
they, or their child, will be placed. Many 
felt that they have a right to choose the sys- 
tem of education and the curriculum of a 
specific school that is best suited for them- 
selves, or their child. Thus, with these ex- 
traordinarily different points of view, many 
people signed up to speak at the February 
6 meeting. 

Senior Class President Aman Milner 
discussed the achievement gap between 
white and black students. Senior Kathy 
Materrazo discussed the labels given to the 
houses of the old system, and the need to 
prevent them from returning. Senior Jeff 
Magid touched on the big problem of seg- 


_ tegation in the school. Sophomore Emma 


Lang talked about the concern Cambridge 


~ has with diversity and caring for people and 


is Bie who me acter. Senior Dan Kahn 
us es ee toe ee 





Joe Grassi went back to the issue of the 
"separate but unequal" elementary schools 
in the city as the root of the problem, calling 
for the committee to "come together and 
move forward." Fred Fantini talked of the 
"greater good" and the "powerful group of 
committed parents and students" with which 
Cambridge is blessed, and that what is 
needed is “passion and leadership." "This 
high school can be the best high school in 
America,:" Fantini said, "tonight is a defin- 
ing point in the history of our education sys- 
tem," and "we must stand together." 

The Superintendent called for a conver- 
sation, and then a decision as to whether the 
word "may" or "shall" should be included in 
the plan regarding school choice. Turkel, 
after discussing the need for "equitable edu- 
cation for kids in this city," asked the Super- 
intendent for a plan "for the direction of the 
high school." D’Alessandro set a date for 
April 30, when she will propose a timeline 
and strategy for student assignment. 

Walser then proposed an amendment to 
the original proposal, bringing in the words 
"shall include" (regarding choice), and ask- 
ing to hear the plan for the direction of the 
school by the 30th of April. The amendment 
not adopted, Fantini proposed an amendment 
that included the word "may" as a plan for 
the 2003-2004 school year, calling for a 
"timeline and strategy." This was voted 4- 
3, with Turkel, Simmons, Walser and Segat 
against and Fantini, Grassi and Galluccio for. 

After more discussion, Turkel compro- 
mised, calling for a vote on the original Sub- 
stitute Motion (proposed early in the discus- 
sion by Simmons) with an amendment to 
include the word "may" regarding school 
choice and a decision by the 2003-2004 
school year. This vote resulted in a 5-2 ma- 
jority, with Segat and Walser still voting 
"no", but Simmons and Turkel voting "yes." 

Thus, after hours of listening and dis- 
cussion, the School Committee put the issue 
aside for the time and went to rush through 
their final issues before heading home. Af- 
ter listening to many voice their various opin- 
ions, after hearing students and teachers and 
administrators, the committee had come to 
a compromise. 

The final result: a plan for a "conversa- 
tion" about the issue of school choice, and a 
chance for the new system to settle in and 
for the administrators, teachers and students 


_ to see how it works. Then, a reassessment 


Students Support Committee's Decision 


continued from page 1 

He also added, however, that if a system without choice is going to work, and stu- 
dents are to be randomly assigned to houses, then the small schools have to be similar in 
a lot of ways. "If the small schools really are going to be dramatically different, then of 
course there should be choice. It wouldn't make sense to get assigned to a program with a 
specific theme that you might not like." 

One student said he was "against school choice because eliminating it was one of the 
important parts of restructuring, and I'd hate to think that all that work was for nothing." 
Another student agreed that this would be a bad time for school choice to be reinstated. 
"T'm sure that there's a way that we could have school choice that would meet all the goals, 
but right now it seems hypocritical for them to go back on their word and change every- 
thing again." 

Another main argument against school choice has been the stereotypes and self-seg- 
regation that occurred before, when incoming students were allowed to choose their houses. 
As one student said, "With school choice, there is nothing.to stop the old negative stereo- 
types [about each house] from forming again." 

Although the majority of students have spoken out against school choice, some ex- 
press a different view. One student said that "people should be able to choose how they 
want to learn. They should have the option to choose, because choice is our natural right." 


ae in pase 


‘Otto Preminger While still in her teens, she 
performed in “The Most Happy Fella” and 
“The Penny Friend” as well as playing Dainty 

a June in the unforgettable 
musical, “Gypsy”. 

In 1967, Peters made her 
first Broadway appearance 
in “Johnny No Trumps,” and 
while she received several 
awards such as the Theater 
World Award and several 
Drama Desk awards in the 
earlier part of her career, her 
greatest accomplishments 
weren't until later. Peters is 

> probably more recognized 

=’ for her 1985 Tony Award for 

the production of “Song and 

35 Dance”, her fabulous roles as 

ee the Witch i in Stephen Sondheim's “Into the 

- Woods” and her work in the Pulitzer Prize- 

_.. winning musical, “Sunday in the Park with 

George.” More recently, Peters has earned her 

second Tony performing in the 1999 eens 
on of “Annie Get YourGun." 

With these awards and many others 

er 1995 Presidents Award and 

; Hasty Pudding Woman of the Year 

: ides i in New York 


is hailed as being one of the em 
most sought- after stars in- 
‘musical theater today. With 
numerous acclaims ranging 
from two Tony Awards to a 
star on the Hollywood walk 
of fame, Peters has been 
hailed to be not only “A ma- 
jor Broadway star” by. the 
New. York Times, but also 
perhaps the theater’s most 
gifted diva of the last quar-. 
ter- century. From Broad- 
way show to Hollywood 





Darkness Has Dropped Over Sunset Boulevard 
by Kathy Materazzo, 
Register Forum Staff 

The power shortage afflicting the state of California reflects the age-old concept of supply and 
demand. In order to fully understand the shortage, one must assess the causes of the problem and 
their relation to supply and demand. } 

As it has been said time and time again, as supply increases the number of people wanting that 
supply decreases, and as the supply decreases the demand for that supply increases. In the case of 
California, the supply is the amount of energy the state has to offer and the demand is the number of 
people wanting that supply. The first problem of the chain of events that lead to the power crisis in 
California was the drought that occurred in the western states. Because of the significant drop in 
stream levels there wasn't enough water power to keep the hydro-electric companies functionming 
efficiently. Therefore, many hydroelectric companies lacked the demanded amounts of energy. So, 
what does this mean? It means that as the supply of energy went down, the demand for that energy 
went up, and more energy was needed. In response to the shortage caused by the drought, energy 
was taken from reserves that stored extra energy. In time, however, these reserves began to shrink. 
The second factor involved was the unprecedentewd weather patterns which occured in California, : 
specifically, California "suffered" from colder temperatures. As the temperatures dropped, how- 
ever, the demand for heat went up. Combined with an increase in demand, due to the unusual weather 
patterns, and a lack in sufficient amounts of energy, there was a shortage problem. 

Another factor involved with this crisis, included the closing of many power plants for repair- 
ing purposes. With as many as 30% of power plants closed to business, the supply of power drasti- 
cally went down and indirectly proportional to that supply was the demand. Because demand ex- 
ceeded supply, prices shot up. With the reserves shrinking, a new source of energy was needed. 
Because it is quit difficult to produce such large amounts of energy in a small fraction of time, the 
shortage continued. The people most directly affected by the increase in price were the retailers. 
Because of price caps, the retailers had to continue selling energy at the same, set price. But, 
because of deregulation, the wholesalers began to charge the retailers more money. This means that 
the retailers were reachieving less money per unit of power, but buying the same amount of energy 
for more money from the wholesaler. Therefore, the retailers were losing money. Because the 
recall eres want to provide more power but still gain as much money as it would with a lesser 
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Israel's Sharon is Victorious 


by Aditi Sen 
Register Forum Staff 

On Tuesday, February 6, Ariel Sharon, the 72-year-old leader of the right-wing, 
took an overwhelming majority in the race for the position of prime minister of Israel. 
With an unprecedented majority over Prime Minister Ehud Barak of 62.5 to 37.4 percent 
of the votes, Sharon took the position of the fifth Israeli Prime minister in more than five 
years. In the atmosphere of some of the worst tension between the Palestinians and 
Israelis, Sharon gave a conciliatory victory speech, calling for a united national government, 
hoping to provide a break from the political instability that has plagued Israeli politics-for 
so long and with the ultimate goal of coming to a final peace agreement with the Palestinians 
by trading land. Sharon emphasized the need for “realistic peace agreements,” political 
agreements based on “security for all nations in the region,” and a “deepen[ing] [of] our 
special relations with our great friend and ally, the United States.” 

“Today the state of Israel has entered a new path,” said Sharon early Wednesday 
morning, “the path of domestic peace and unity, of the quest for security and true peace. 

- I call from here for the creation of a national unity government ... I call on the Labor 
party to advance together, on the basis of true partnership, along the difficult path to 
peace and security.” He went on to talk about his goals for his new government to “work 
to restore security for citizens of Israel and to achieve true peace and stability in the 
region.” Said Sharon, "I call on our Palestinian neighbors to abandon the path of violence 
and return to the path of dialogue and resolving the differences between us in ways of 
peace.” Through the last words, Sharon’s speech spoke of creating equality and peace 
and security, and working with other nations to reach these goals; “We shall open a new 
page in the relations with Israeli Arab citizens,” Sharon concluded, “in order to create 
real partnership and the feeling of equality among all the citizens of the country.” 

Since the elections, further developments have come about. On February 26, 
leaders of the 1, 700-member Labor Party agreed to join the unity government called for 
by Sharon the day after his election. Labor holds the majority of seats in the 120- member 
Parliament, while the Likud hold 19 and the rest are split between religious, secular, 
Russian immigrant, leftist, extreme right-wing and Israeli Arab parties. 

Thus, with the alliance of the Labor party, Sharon’s “unity government” is coming 
together. After years of political upheaval, violent tensions and tragic numbers of casualties, 
there is a leader on the Israeli political stage with the ultimate goal of peace. However, it 
will no doubt be a long and hard process with more tension, sacrifice and compromise 
along the way, for peace rests not only in the seats of Israel’s Knesset, but also in the 
hands of people all over the region who walk the streets of the cities and the sandy plains 
of the countryside and for whom, no matter who they may be, the land is their home. 


Summerbridge Cambridge: 
Students Teaching Students 


by Elizabeth Hixson 
Register Forum Correspondent 

Have you ever wanted to make your 
mark on the world, but not quite known 
how to do it? One of the simplest ways to 
do this is to teach or mentor somebody, and 
right here in Rindge, there is an an oppor- 
tunity to do that at Summerbridge Cam- 
bridge. 

Summerbridge is a nation wide pro- 
gram geared towards supporting elemen- 
tary school kids in their education over the 
summer. It is more than that, however. Not 
only has Summerbridge expanded beyond 
the US (a branch was established in Hong 
Kong), but it also provides excellent op- 
portunities to high school and college age 
students. The program’s slogan is "Students 
teaching students," and this is an accurate 
description. Teachers say all the time that 
even though they are educating their kids, 
from those very students they are also 
learning. 

In Cambridge, there are three locations 
for the program — an office right here in 
CRLS (A205, in the Arts building), and 
Summer programs at the Tobin and Shady 
Hill Schools. Another branch of the pro- 


gram is Citybridge, a summer program at — 


Concord Academy where students and 
teachers alike stay overnight during the 
week, creating close bonds with each other, 
and return home for the weekends. All pro- 






Summerbi idge arabridie, CRLS- 


There are also chances to get a taste 
of Summerbridge during the school year. 
If you are thinking of applying or just want 
to test out what it is like, there is an after 
school program. On Tuesdays, sixth and 
seventh grade students come for homework 
help, elective classes and just to hang out. 
On Wednesdays there is drop-in tutoring 
for the students, who range from sixth to 
ninth grade, and on Thursdays, eighth and 
ninth graders come for homework, classes 
and community service projects. The 
school year program is strictly volunteer 
work, whereas the summer is paid, but the 
school year program is more relaxed and 
informal. The after school program runs 
from 3:00 -5:45 P.M. on all three days, and 
volunteers come for any of the days. If you 
are interested, contact the program. All 
contact information is following the article. 

Once you meet the Summerbridge stu- 


dents, you may get hooked. They are all 


incredibly bright and funny kids. They may 
even remind you of yourself when you 
were younger. Teaching is a chance to give 


back to the community, by helping achild _ 


learn or just being there to talk to them and 
be a friend. 

To get an application to work over the 
summer, go to the Summerbridge office 


_ (A205), or to the Summerbridge National 


website, www. summerbridge. org, and 


nek click on Apply to teach! 
grams accept high school and college age 
teachers. For high school — 












_ The Way the Wind Blows 
UG Curse Only Gets Stronger 


by Alex Schenkman 
Register Forum Staff 

Since the last time I wrote, we have had two significant snow storms. The first put 
down about 6 inches of very dry and fluffy snow. That melted away, and made way for the 
next storm, a storm that all in all was much more impressive. This storm gave us here i in 
Cambridge about 7 inches of snow. However, areas to the west of 
Cambridge, in fact anywhere more than 5 miles north or west, 
got over a foot of snow. The heaviest snow, however, fell in 
southern New Hampshire and west-central Massachusetts, where 
20-30 inches of snow fell! We have yet to have a snow situation 
with more than 8 inches here since April Fools Day in 1997. 

_ The storm that occurred February Sth-6th was an incredible storm. 
The accumulations to our west made it go down as one of the top ten snowiest storms in 
recorded history in those areas. Even though it looked on the afternoon of February 5th 
that we would get at least a foot and maybe even more, something managed, as always to 
go wrong. We got put into a dry slot in the storm and things warmed up a bit. This was 
mainly because the storm track was just a little too close to our area, had the storm tracked 
50 miles further east, we would have been dealing with 12-20 inches of snow. The hor- 
rible snow curse, managed to take care of that, and thus we got about 7 inches of snow. 

Overall this winter has been a normal winter thus far. Itis going very well according 
to my forecast. We will probably be very close to normal snowfall ( 40 inches ), and I 
think temperatures will average a bit.below normal. By the time this comes out sometime 
in march I think winter will be winding down, but I do feel we will have had at least one or 
two more significant snowstorms. 

Finally I would like to comment on the snow day situation. I cannot be held respon- 
sible for there not being a snow day on February 6th. I was immensely surprised as was 
everyone else I encountered that we did not have a snow day. Not so much that the storm 
really merited one, I don't think it did, but because all the other school systems called 
school off. I am beginning to wonder if school will ever be canceled again. 

Update: I wrote the above a few weeks ago. Since then, we had a major snowstorm 
on March 5 through 7. I measured 15 inches at my house, and Boston recorded 10 inches, 
finally breaking the 8 inch barrier! It took 3 years 11 months to do this. In addition, by the 
time this is published, another storm should have occurred on March 9 and produced 5 to 
10 inches of additional snow. Therefore, I would like to commend myself for saying 
almost a month ago that we would have one or two more storms. 








































Earthquake in India Devastates Thousands 


by Patty Pforte 
Register Forum Staff 

If anyone has been watching the news, you've heard of the devastating earthquake in 
India that killed thousands and injured thousands more. A 7.9 earthquake shook the coun- 
try to its knees. Over a million people in India have no home to which to return, and 
thousands of them walk the country searching for shelter in the desert heat. More and 
more people are being found every day, more dead than alive. Thousands of people are 
now dead while others are still waiting to be saved. This earthquake is one of the most 
destructive since the 1950's. As I watch the news, I see these people begging for salva- 
tion and pleading for help. 

All over the world those pleas have been heard, and PSses are pouring in. I feel 
proud that people are caring so much about the problems of the world. In some places 
giving out all the supplies is almost impossible and more volunteers are needed to bring 
these supplies to the people who need them. 

But even with this outpouring, rubble still needs to be removed and bodies still need 
to be found. I think this tragedy reminds us how fragile we are to nature's elements and 
how we should be ae for’ feiss 


2 Give a kid d (or two) a lift... 
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Human Cloning 


The House of Lords recently approved the legalization of cloned human 
embryos. This makes Britain the first country in the world to legalize the clon- 
ing of ahuman being. Obviously, this has created a great deal of controversy, for 
both the British and the rest of the world. One can’t help to wonder...what next? 

Lord Winston of Britain claims that the purpose of cloning a human embryo 
is strictly for medical purposes. The research is geared towards the study of 
stem cells - master cells found in early stages of an embryo. These ‘stem cells’ 
can transform every cell in the body. Researchers are hopeful that one day they 
will be able to grow neurons that replace nerve cells in a brain. Essentially, this 
could be the cure for Parkinson’s disease and diabetes. 

So, what’s the catch? The catch is that the human embryo will be used for 
study, and then killed after fourteen days. Anti-abortion organizations through- 
out Britain continue to protest, certain diabetics exhibit smiles of hope, scien- 
tists shake hands, while others merely stand expressionless. 

In terms of abortion, many of us are pro-choice. However, killing an em- 
bryo after fourteen days can cause the balance beam in the most liberal of brains 
to fluctuate, repeatedly. Still, we have concluded that it depends entirely on the 
circumstances. How certain are the researchers that their ‘sacrifices’ will lead to 
medical miracles? Are the embryos used after getting the mother's consent? 
How many human embryos are they going to kill? If it is possible to clone a 
human embryo, then can you clone Brad Pitt? Above all else, the embryos that 
are going to be killed after two weeks - would they have been aborted anyway? 
If the embryos were going to be killed anyway through abortion, medical re- 
search might very well be a beneficial trade-off. However, if the embryos are 
going to be pre-grown with an induced two-week fatal fate, then this becomes 
more difficult to justify. 

The United States would probably put an end to abortion before they would 
legalize the cloning of a human being. What is so mesmerizing about this situ- 
ation is that it is both ironic and controversial. If the embryos were going to be 
aborted anyway, it is possible that many anti-abortionists could better accept 
abortion. However, this issue could, and probably will, become more debated 
than abortion itself! Killing a human embryo after fourteen days has caused 
many pro-choicers to bubble a bit of poison within their spines. Nevertheless, 
this is a triumphant breakthrough in science, politics, medicine, and evolution. 
When it becomes legal to clone a human being, one can’t help to wonder - what 
next...? 


taf, and not necessarily. the opinion of the teachers or staff of CRLS. 


There’s More Than Just Tests... 


Here we are: back to the topic of tests standardizing public education. This time it 
comes from the first issue discussed in Washington under the new Bush administra- 
tion. President George W. Bush came into office with a burst of energy, and has spent 
his first weeks as president of the United States in continuous action. He made it clear 
from the start that his education agenda was high on his list of priorities, and has 
already begun acting on it. 

On January 23, President Bush presented his education agenda, saying first: "Both 
parties have been talking about education reform for quite a while. It's time to come 
together to get it done, so that we can truthfully say in America: No child will be left 
behind, not one single child.” Bush’s plan offers public school systems expanded fund- 
ing, contingent upon their agreement with his plan of rigorous annual testing of stu- 
dents. ".. children must be tested every year in reading and math, every single year." 
Bush said. " Not just in the third grade or the eighth grade, but in the third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth and seventh and eighth grade." He emphasized the idea of a high awareness 
about how the nation’s children are doing, and which schools need help and what kind 
of help. He also has a plan to provide government tuition "vouchers" to students in 
"failing" public schools, so that they can enroll in other schools, private or public. 

_ In Bush’s public education system, schools would be required to test their stu- 
dents annually, and if the school failed to live up to standards for three years, parents 
would have the choice to send their children to other schools or hire a tutor, both with 
government funds. "Testing every child every year is the way to stop the cycle,” Bush 
said. "We must care enough to ask how our children are doing. We must have the data 
to know how poor and minority children are doing, to see if we are closing the achieve- 
ment gap in America." But will testing show that? In Cambridge, we have long thought 
that it won’t. And Bush has failed to answer several important questions about his 
plan, one of them being: who is going to create these tests? We have long seen that 
minorities do not score as well on standardized tests such as SATs and MCAS. If we 
do not redefine the test-makers, how can we expect the scores to change? And then 
there is the question of vouchers, and a school’s test scores determining its worth. In 
the present education plan, schools are seen as "failing" because they do not meet 
national standards, but is this fair? No doubt there are other aspects of a school that 
should go into determining its worth. 

At Rindge, we have kids from different classes, different races; in a school of over 
2,000, we can take the initiative to learn to motivate ourselves, and have so many 
classes to choose from that our course catalogue could be one of a small college. We 
can take classes ranging from Interactive Math to Historical Debate to Race and Edu- 
cation. Can our education really be judged simply by the annual standardized test 
scores we produce? Our elementary schools cover such a broad medley of topics at 
such different paces and in such a different variety of schedules, how can we expect 
the fourth graders from around the city to have studied the same things in order to do 
well on a standardized test? Do we need to concer ourselves with the possibility of 
our not meeting national standards and be dubbed "failing"? 

Then, if we decide that we must mold our curricula in order to succeed under this 
new annual testing plan, will we lose the innovative and unique public system that so 
many of us have loved growing up in the Cambridge schools? And if we are dubbed as 
"failing," how many of our students can afford to enroll in private schools, even with 
the government vouchers? And if given the choice and some financial help, will we 
lose some of our best and brightest to the private schools that surround us? 

As Cambridge goes through its own share of city-education tensions, we must 
also worry about the plans of the country and how they might influence our much- 
valued public school system. 


Choosing to Work Together 


The past few weeks have been a challenging and emotional time at CRLS. On January 23, the School Committee voted 4-3 to reinstate 
choice as a factor in determining which small school a student is placed in. After two weeks of protests along Broadway, a candlelight vigil by students, 
and many passionate arguments on both sides, the School Committee reversed its decision at 2:15 AM on Wednesday, February 7. Two members 
changed their earlier votes, guaranteeing that choice will not be a consideration for at least the next two school years. 

However, although we may have reached a decision, that does not mean we have reached a consensus. Teachers, administrators, parents, and 
students have all expressed very different views on whether this was the right course of action, and here at the Register Forum, our editorial staff has 


been divided as well. 


On one hand, choice is a way to allow parental involvement and ensure that the small schools are held accountable for making students want to be 

a part of them. However, there is always the danger that school choice will return us to the system we had before, a system of competition and 

_ stereotypes, where students can self-select into communities of students just like them. . ] : 

. This has not been the first difficult controversy that has come up during the process of restructuring our high school, and it will most likely not be 


: 
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A Plea for Lug Nuts 


by Emily Kanstroom 
Register Forum Staff 


“Oh, for godssakes...just jump on 
it!” 

I have sat in academic and arts 
classes at CRLS for almost four years. 
Finally, in the second semester of my 
senior year, I decided to take "On the 
Road", a beginning automotive class. I 
still do not know what possessed me. I 
hate to be dirty. I know less about cars 
than I do about what is actually in 
Angelos’ cheese fries. So I was a little 
nervous when I walked in on the first 
day. Three weeks later, I’m changing 
and balancing tires, checking batteries, 
and changing oil as well as the next guy, 
(well, almost). Actually the truth is, I 
can’t even turn the wrench to take the 
lug nuts off a tire, but as my teacher so 
astutely pointed out, there’s nothing 
wrong with a little trampoline action on 
the wrench handle. In all seriousness, 
the point is, I look forward to this class 
all day. I love it! It gives me the chance 
to be physically active while still at 
school, and it can be a much-needed 
change of pace from academics. I walk 
out of the auto shop with dirt under my 
fingernails, but absolutely happy. 

The message I hope to impart here 
is a very simple one. Without a techni- 
cal arts program at Rindge and Latin, stu- 
dents like me, who have been engaged 
in academics their entire lives, would 
never get this type of opportunity. I 
would never have gone to Minuteman! 
But now, if I get a flat tire on an empty 
highway, late at night in the rain I won’t 
have to flag down a motorist, or sit alone 
while I wait for Triple A. No, I'll hop 
out, jack up my spiffy fourteen year old 
Volvo, change the tire, and be on my way. 
I don’t know who to thank for this op- 
portunity, but it is definitely saving me 
from academia-induced insanity during 
my senior spring, and I’m learning skills 
I will really need. And isn’t that the point 
of high school, when all is said and done? 
To send competent students out into the 
world; students who are ready to face 
whatever comes their way, and students 
who have the skills to survive? Yes, 
reading and math, we all know this pair 
is crucial, but what could possibly be 
more practical in every-day-life than 
electronics, car mechanics, or knowing 
how to cook? 

A few months ago, I co-authored an 
article titled “RSTA Lives”, which 
briefly described the unfortunate state of 
CRLS’ technical arts program. When I 


spoke with students who take mostly ° 


technical arts classes, I angrily and emo- 
tionally wrote an editorial titled “Min- 
uteman is Not Good Enough”. But this 
was all before I took On the Road. Now 
I unconditionally hope and pray that ev- 
erything that could possibly happen is 
in fact being done to truly let the techni- 
cal arts program live. My heart honestly 
goes out to those teachers who impart 


lessons that don’t necessarily come out 


of textbooks, and my most earnest ap- 
peals go out to those who have some 
power over the fate of the programs these 
teachers run. I promise you, until you 






have felt the grainy neon: orange soap of my 


Our Leaders and their Friends 


by Joe Trevithick 
Register Forum Staff 


The world today seems to be entering an interesting period in history. With the first few months of the new millennium, the United States 
government seems to be in an interesting fix. Bush, while fairly successful (I am loath to admit it myself), is having trouble selling his tax plan. 
Clinton, his extended family, and his family-in-law all seem to be causing trouble for the country. People have likened him to a "messy divorce;" he 
just won't go away. Colin Powell, with his support for Palestinians, seems to be reinforcing the idea the he is nothing more than a Democrat in 
disguise. In a side note in that area, Israel's Prime Minister Elect Ariel Sharon, has issued some interesting statements prior to his entering office. 
Also in related world affairs, English Prime Minister Tony Blair is trying to revive a good relationship with the Federal government. 

- George Bush Jr. seems to be having a hard time selling his tax plan. This seems fairly ironic, as in this country all you really have to do is yell 
tax cut and people will flock to you as if you were a saint. Bush has done such a bad job at concealing the fact that most of the money will go back 
to the wealthiest ten or so percent. I find it amazing that Bush couldn't do a better job of taking that issue off the table, and he even let the Democrats 
bring the issue into the forefront of the discussion. Ronald Reagan would never have allowed that to happen, and even George Bush Sr. probably 
would have showed some annoyance at the Democrats. This makes "Dubbya” a slight failure by even normal Republican standards. Bush is 
probably kicking himself, that he still has to give a tax cut, when the people don't want it, just to keep his promise. He probably would prefer to keep 
the 27 trillion in surpluses for his own special interests. I would like to remind everyone that Bush does not have any of the surpluses at this time. 
It is a projected surplus, and could change with any economic turmoil we might be experiencing in the near future (Hint: the recession, which is on 
its way, if not already here). In effect, he has been lying to everybody the whole time, by not reminding them of this fact, and the fact that in the 
event of loss of money, the remainder would go to his programs and not to the tax cut, and would be followed by a tax increase. 

In another other Republican related news, Secretary of Defense Colin Powell, said in recent interviews, that he supported Palestinian demands 
for returned land in still occupied areas of the Golan Heights, the Gaza Strip, and in East Jerusalem. This is a position supported by many prominent 
Democrats, making Powell appear to Democrats as a ally in the other party, td'right wing Republicans as a possible threat, and to Bush himself as 
an embodiment of his partisan government. It is hard to tell from the rest of Powell's belief which party he really should belong to. As a military 
man, he believes in the ABM (anti-ballistic missile) system, but so did Democrats. He was also a supporter of minorities’ rights (another primarily, 
Democratic concem, party of inclusion, HAH!) and social security (another Democratic issue). The minorities’ rights issue is an interesting one, 
especially looking from the Republican Convention. If I didn't know otherwise, I would have gotten the idea from the C-SPAN coverage, that no 
black people lived in New York, North Carolina, South Caroline, or Alabama, all me whose delegations were pomanly white. SEs has to B0 to 

folie Powell and ask him, for the record, whose side is he on? 






























H the Palestinian. ‘One might want to eae him that, since the cold war is over he doesn't have much else to talk about. Some of their former 
“enemies are Tacies, € except Jordan (kingdom), Lebanon (puppet pro-Syrian government), and Syria (quasi-democracy), and those that aren't, 
are not really t threats. This is in addition to the lack of oil in his country. The first change was originally the reason the US got involved in Israel, and 
the second fact shows that we don't have any real special interests in the country. The main reason for US involvement in the Middle East is to seek 
out a permanent peace plan, besides that the two countries have really nothing to talk about, except maybe the possible war crimes or atrocities 
committed by it's leaders. 
___ Also in world news, Bush met with English Prime Minister Tony Blair, the Labor Party leader of the United Kingdom. A liberal leader, Blair 
still hoped that he could create a solid friendship with Bush. The bombing of Iraq seemed to help with this, as our loyal terriers the British were 
quick to stand behind the action, in spite of outrage and insults from our best allies in the area such as Saudi Arabia. It seems that with new hotspots 
in the world, and old interests, common or not, Britain will most likely be our best ally well into this century. 

- Basically the world seems to be going back to its normal routines after our election ftasco, but we can't seem to get over it. Clinton seems to be 
involving his whole family, blood relations or not, in helping him continue to be annoying. He can create a presidential scandal six months after he 
left the White House, (kudos to him for doing so, you are the man, Bill!). Still, people seem to like him in spite of his obvious attempts to make a 
mockery of the US judicial process, and feat that I dare Reagan to match. Still the world keeps going, and we keep trying to get rid of Clinton, and 
now people are starting to get just sick of it. Its not helping that, Congress is trying to impeach Clinton after he's left office, sort of the like the annual 
‘tradition oft trying Osmana Bin Laden for terrorism, in absentia. I just want things to get back to normal, but I think that may be hard. Even after the 
US g0 vernment finally wash their hands of Clinton, I'll have to sit through the rest of Bush's terms in office. 
batever, I can't lose anymore sleep over all of these things, I'm sleep eaves as itis. Keep on your toes everybody, and make sure you keep 
n your leaders, whether you believe they were elected or not.. 
























What's Cooking at the Cantabrigia? 


by Jessica Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff 

In order to graduate from CRLS, students should be able to demonstrate that they 
have learned something over their four years at this school They should be able to write 
and communicate, solve math problems, have an understanding of science and history 
--and bake chocolate chip cookies? 

That last one may not fit into our traditional idea of "education," but I have come to 
understand its importance since I started taking Culinary as a technical arts elective this 
year. Our classroom is the Cantabrigia Restaurant, where we serve lunch three days a 
week to the faculty and staff at CRLS. We do not sit at desks, there are no homework 
assignments or lectures, and the only real "test" is whether our customers like our food. 
But that does not mean learning does not take place there. 

The baking teacher, Ms. Silva, shares her expert knowledge and helps us learn to 
make cookies, cakes, breads, and delicious desserts. She is always patient with us and 
knows how to fix any of our mistakes! At the same time, I have gotten a daily lesson in 
English (how to follow the directions in a recipe), math (how to convert from ounces to 
pounds), and chemistry (how different ingredients combine to produce the final prod- 
uct). Every day I look forward to my time in the bakery as a chance to have fun and 
learn practical skills in a hands-on way. 

___ It may seem like there's not a lot of positive news coming from RSTA lately. I've 
been working with my fellow Register Forum editor Emily Kanstroom to cover the 
results of the recent audit, in which six of the eight programs were put on probation for 
failing to meet state regulations. Meanwhile, more and more students are choosing to 
go to Minuteman because CRLS ¢annot meet their needs for a strong vocational educa- 
tion program. 

But if you want to know what is really going on in RSTA, you need to look beyond 
the newspaper articles and the press coverage and take a trip down to the classrooms to 
witness the students and staff in action. Talk to the student who is developing his or her 
skills in graphic arts to prepare for a career after high school, or the teacher who is 
helping to introduce a class to electronics, or the staff pombe who buy their lunches 
from the student chefs at the Cantabrigia. 

~ You will see that we have a program worth saving, one that allows spears to 
explore new areas of i interest and acquire ‘the oe skills Benessanyton their futures. 
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"Dubya" Fun 


by Emily Kanstroom 
Register Forum Staff 


While the White House has seen its 
share of mysteries and irregularities, this 
most recent case is probably one of the most 
baffling--and one of themost hilarious. In 
an apparent prank, the departing Clinton ad- 
ministration allegedly went through most of 
the White House and either crossed out, dis- 
abled, or removed the 'w' key from the com- 
puter keyboards. 

During George W. Bush's campaign, he 
used his middle initial of "Dubya" as an as- 
set. Joking about his Democratic opponent, 
Al Gore, he once said that if Gore were so 
smart, why did all Internet addresses start 
with with 'w'. "And not just one W--three 
W's!" he ould chuckle. ; 

While some wings, such as the West 


Bush team has announced that most of he 
keyboards will simply need to be replaced. — 
Wells we can say a Clinton 





Wing, were left untouched, the incoming 
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Hannibal the Canni- 
bal Loses His Edge 


by Caitlin Bergin 
Register Forum Staff 


As a fan of Silence of the Lambs | was 
sorely disappointed when I left the movie the- 
ater. Hannibal, the sequel to Silence, was infe- 
rior in so many ways to its predecessor that there 
is no excuse for such an insult to film-making. 
Silence was a magnificent psychological thriller 
that kept you trapped in every move and every 
tooth sucking noise, while watching Dr. Lecter 
and Clarice Starling develop an odd yet intrigu- 
ing relationship. However, in Hannibal it takes 
90 minutes before the two even come face to 
face. Anthony Hopkins, the only returning per- 
former from the original, as the insane yet cun- 
ning Doctor Lecter, again delivers a great per- 
formance, though it does seem a little toned 
down, possibly to protect the R rating they re- 
ceived for a movie that was balancing on the 
line between R and NC-17. 

Anthony Hopkins still brings the essen- 
tials to the part though, the stare and the move- 
ments of his eyes that create the image of a man 
who not only is an insane serial killer, but is 
also the one you'd end up rooting for in the end. 

The rest of the cast is made up of new comers, 
with Julianne Moore playing the aged and ma- 
tured Clarice Starling. I'm not sure the change 
was for the better though. Moore brings a 
harder, less meaningful angle to the role, but 
she had little to go with from the beginning. 
As said before, the core of Silence of the Lambs 
was the relationship between Starling and 
Lecter, it just wasn't present in this sequel. 
Hannibal takes place 10 years after Lecter had 
escaped and went into hiding in Florence, pos- 
ing as a curator. However, a former victim of 
his, Mason Vange (Gary Oldman), a million- 
aire with a grudge who was referred to Lecter 
for counseling after sexually assaulting children 
at a summer camp. He was the only victim of 
Lecters who survived, after Lecter convinced 
him to cutoff his face, and feed it to his dogs. 

The tone for most of the movie which includes 
mutilation, man-eating wild boars, wounds that 
gush blood, and the consumption of a brain 
while still attached to its body. This isn't art, 
it's a horror movie! What were they thinking 


when they tried to revive something as great as . 


Silence of the Lambs? This is not to’Say-there 
was no violence in the first movie, it only means 
that Silence was more thought provoking than 
disgusting. 

I would hope that in this age of desensi- 
tizing that at least the majority of people would 
be horrified by the violence of this movie, how- 
ever, this film which would never be released 
fifty years ago, is still open to the public. If 
what you like is a horror movie then this is it. 
The gore and the scenes of suspense and blood 
are abundant, but a little too much so for my 
tastes though. 


It's Anything but 
"Real" 


by Carrie Kindleberger 
Register Forum Staff 

Okay, so if you are reading this it 
probably means that you have seen at least 
one of those new reality shows. And if you 
are anything like me then you probably 
have been, well, disappointed. Aside from 
a few great moments, the shows, specifi- 
cally Survivor II, the Mole and Tempta- 
tion Island, have not lived up to their 
ground breaking predecessor. While they 
attempt to recreate that sense of crass com- 
mercialism and underhanded deception the 
shows fall short. As I have just explained 
why these shows lack appeal I will now 
offer an analysis for each. ‘Cause, I mean, 
just because it isn’t great, doesn't mean you 
are going to stop watching. Come on, it's 
tv. 
Survivor II - I guess CBS got the mes- 
sage that the viewing public does not want 
to watch large, middle aged men walking 
around on the beach naked and thus chose 
a more young and fit cast. The two older 
women, including crowd favorite Mad 
Dog, were promptly voted off, while it 
took the islanders weeks to vote off ob- 
noxious Kimmi and still have not voted 
off the Ogakor villain, Jerri. The show 
does offer some exciting moments, 
Micheal’s gladiator-like attack on the boar, 
Kimmi and Alicia’s cat fight over chick- 
ens and the whole beef jerky scandal. The 
show is getting better as it continues but I 
worry at times that the cheesiness attained 
by Jeff Probts in the original will never be 
matched. 
The Mole - Although possibly the least 
watched of the reality shows, the Mole de- 
picts a game of who-done-it combined 
with a scavenger hunt that stimulates the 
mind as it entertains...okay, I’m sorry, I’ve 
really only seen it once. It was interesting 
and definitely the smartest of the three yet 
who needs to think when we can watch 
pigs being slaughtered and people cheat- 
ing on each other? Really. 
Temptation Island - Yeah, the show had 
promising beginnings but do I really care 
if Ytose and her boyfriend get back to- 
gether? My sugestion to Fox would be: 
more cheating, less attempts at monogamy. 

The shows are entertaining, nothing 
like “Survivor the Original,” but they will 
do for now as we wait for the next batch 
to be churned out. I just hope I can con- 
tain myself till Boot Camp, on Fox, and 
Fear, on MTV, begin. I can already pic- 
ture the grown adults sobbing like chil- 
dren. Now that’s television! 


Their Eyes Were Watching God 


Reviewed By Layla Schlack 
Register Forum Staff 


Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God is one of ‘the most famous 








African-American novels ever written. Hurston writes with such skill, and tells such a 


moving tale that it seems unfair to categorize this novel into any particular genre. It tells 


of a far different place and time, yet makes the reader feel apart of the setting. 

This is a story about a town entirely made up of free slaves and their individual 
struggles and triumphs. Hurston's poetically graphic descriptions take the reader into 
the Everglades, so much so, that one can almost feel the sweat bead up on the back’of his 
neck. Husrston appeals not only to the reader's physical senses, but to the reader's emo- 
tions, as well. She draws sympathy to her characters, making the reader want nothing 
more than to see the characters happy. 

More than just an engaging tale, it includes important social commentary about the 
aftermath of slavery, and the stigmas that race still held. Many black people were afraid 
to go to an all-black town, as they did not have the faith in the leadership. Even in the 
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BE AMAZED 


by David Maybury-Lewis, Register Forum Correspondent 
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Artist of the Month 


Alexandra HOt DOUGS 





by Farzana Musa, Register Forum Staff 


The month of February’s artist of the month is Alexandra Photopoulos 
She is one of the hardest working students in the Senior Portfolio art class 
Alexandra took art classes every year that she has been at CRLS. She never took | 
any art classes outside the school, but she has spent a lot of time practicing art af 
home. 

Alexandra doesn’t know if she is going to pick art as her major, but she 
definitely would pick it as a minor. She wants to include art in her future job 
because she loves to draw. She likes all different kinds ene art. Pencil drawing 
and collage making are her favorites. 

Mark Chagall and Frida Cahlo are her favorite artists, but ‘there are man 
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the schoal committee voted to halt school chorce for 
at least two years in attempt to let the C.R.L.S, administration 
create five EQUAL small Schools within the igh School. 
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Coming Soon: 
Hollywood On Trial 


by Kathy Materazzo 
Register Forum Staff 


4 


Book Review: 


Angela's Ashes 
by Frank McCourt 


There are three essentials needed to 
making it big in Hollywood these days, a 
big shot record deal, a blockbuster movie, 
and a compelling trial, preferably a murder 
or drug possession case. The latter definitely 
increases one's celebrity status. The past 
year is living proof that many of 
Hollywood's best had to step onto the wit- 
ness stand before stepping onto the Red Car- 
pet. Such cases include Robert Downey Jr., 
who was brought to court and jailed on drug 
charges. Eminem and Tommy Lee had the 
"privileg" of being convicted on domestic 
abuse charges, and the rap duo, Jennifer 
Lopez and Puff Daddy, faced gun posses- 
sion charges. 

Is it just a coincidence that Jennifer 
Lopez, at the time of Puff Daddy's indict- 


Reviewed by Kathy Materazzo 
Register Forum Staff 


Early childhood experiences are the 
foundation upon which adults build their 
attitudes and philosophies. Whether the 
childhood experiences are positive or nega- 
tive, they are far reaching and impact 
greatly on one’s future. Frank McCourt in 
his memoir, Angela’s Ashes, shares his 
miserable and impoverished childhood 
with the reader. McCourt allows the reader 
to join him as he looks back on his child- 
hood of poverty and death, a childhood of 
anguish and hunger, and a childhood cut 
short because of the abuse from an alco- 
holic father. 

McCourt details his school years as a 







"And the Oscar Nominees 
Are...."' 


ACTOR -- LEADING CINEMATOGRAPHY 
Javier Bardem Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 
Russell Crowe Gladiator 


















: A Tom Hanks Malena ment, decided to release a new record as well 
tremendous emotional struggle. His - | pa Harris ; O Brother, Where Art Thou? as a movie. Is it just a coincidence that 
father’s alcoholism, namely that he drank | Geoffrey Rush The Patriot Robert Downey Jr. received a Golden Globe 






off his pay check, resulted in Frank, his 
brothers and sister not having the average 
childhood experiences, such as going to the 
movies, and not having sufficient food and 
appropriate clothing. In one exert we see 
Frank in a classroom with tire remnants 
nailed to bottomless shoes. 

Despite the deplorable conditions that 
frank McCourt endured as a child, in his 
book he does recall many humorous mo- 
ments. he would look for humor in every- 
day occurrences, including the personali- 







practically one month after his release from 
jail? Do you think Eminem would be any- 
thing without his outlandish remarks and 
racy lyrics? Would Tommy Lee have been 
a rock star without his "bad boy" persona? 
Of course not. Isn"t this ridiculous! What 
impression are teenagers getting from these 
people? The impression they are getting 
from these so-called idols is that through 
self-mutilation and the blatant dismissal of _ 
the law, theycanbecome famous. = =~ 


ACTOR -- SUPPORTING DIRECTING 

Jeff Bridges Billy Elliot 

Willem Dafoe . Crouching tiger, Hidden Dragon 
Benicio Del Toro Erin Brockovich 

Albert Finney Gladiator 

Joaquin Phoenix Traffic 


















ACTRESS -- LEADING FILM EDITING 

Joan Allen i Almost Famous 

Juliette Binoche Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 
Ellen Burstyn ; a Gladiator 
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An American Tragedy 


by Kiril Johnson 
| Register Forum Correspondent 

_ You hear the smooth roll of the ball 
the crack of the pins, and the roar of th 
crowd. That’s right, you’re at your favorit 
hangout: the bowling alley. 

Where else can you don a pair of futur 
istic footwear, sport a shirt with your nam 
embroidered on it, and chase one of the mos 
elusive prizes known to man. The seven-ter 
split has tormented mankind since the be 
ginning of time. It has driven great men t¢ 
the brink of ruin, but even you, the averag¢ 
Joe, can go face to face with the 7-10 beas: 
(and no, we don’t mean that woman ir 
Harvard Square). The bowling alley has i 
all, it is a microcosm of society at large: the 
true representation of the American Dream 
It is often overlooked as a venue where 
people flock, regardless of color, creed, o1 
social class, to let out their pent up recre- 
ational energy. For decades the bowling al. 
ley solved all your problems. Whether you 
were the couple bowling away their marital 
strife on the candlepin lanes, the 8 year old 
child learning the intricacies of the ai 
hockey: table, or even the 50 year old man 
behind counter who finds more pleasure in 
fitting an eager customer with the right pair 
of shoes than getting his own hair cut. 

However, today it has become an 
American tragedy, suffering at the hands of 
the information age. It has been forced to 


Xtremely Boring 
by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 

Usually, the Super Bowl is the climax 
of the sports year. The month of February is 
a dull one, unless you enjoy watching the 
NHL and NBA all-star games. Looking to 
take advantage of this lull is the master of 
marketing, Vince McMahon. His latest 
project is the XFL, the Extreme Football 
League. 

Unfortunately for Vince, he should have 
stuck with the WWF. The XFL just doesn’t 
fit the standards of excellence set by the 
WWF. While the WWF has intimidating and 
exciting stars like Triple H and The Rock, 
the XFL is just giving an excuse for medio- 
cre football players to keep playing. The 
WWE provides entertainment with the 
Royal Rumble and the Summer Slam. The 
XFL provides entertainment by showing 
drunken fans dancing with half-naked cheer- 
leaders. It’s kind of sad that I would rather 
watch ugly guys in spandex beat on each 
other than the XFL. 

The XFL should take some hints from 
the WWE because this league is anything 
but extreme. It’s minor league football. 
Vince McMahon must have thought a black 
football with red lacing and exotic locales 
like Memphis and Las Vegas would be ex- 
treme enough for the average sports fan. If 
he really wanted to make the league extreme 





Zhen Destivy Brockton, 
Advance To State Title Game 


by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 


he would have combined football with the 


greatest aspects of the WWF. Imagine these _ 


possible scenarios: 

A punt being returned into the midst of 
an 11-man clothesline. 

A reciever catches the ball and runs out 
of bounds only to be gang beaten by the 
players on the opposing sideline. 

The quarterback calls a timeout and 
turns his back on the defense, and is bashed 
over the head by a linebacker armed with a 
chair. 

That would be extreme. The changes 
in the XFL aren’t extreme. Oh wow, the 
quarterbacks plays are broadcasted over the 
public address system. The cheerleaders are 
a little more naked and bimboish. 
Placekickers have been eliminated. What 
radical changes! While watching the games, 
I actually wished they would add in some 
scripted mayhem as in the WWF. I want to 
see someone get thrown through a table or 
something. Alright here’s a great idea, the 
two most intoxicated fans in the stands have 
to duke it out at halftime and oh wait, 
Patriot fans already thought of that one. 

Luckily for Boston sports fans, there is 
no XFL franchise in Boston. If you really 
want to see the Memphis Maniax, Orlando 
Rage, New York Hitmen, or the Las Vegas 
Outlaws you can only catch them on NBC. 
Dick Butkus and Jesse Ventura team up to 
provide some intelligent and in-depth broad- 
casting. 

The XFL will soon be challenging the 
MLS for the title of worst professional 
league in America. 

Random Thoughts 

The Red Sox have started spring train- 


"ing in Florida, and despite all the love and 


hype (and money) being thrown at our be- 
loved Manny Ramirez, my favorite player 
is still Carl Everett. He has a little problem 
with his temper, but that makes him all the 
more exciting. Whose going to protect 
Manny in the lineuup? What if the Devil 
Sr a a balls at his head? 






__ Ford. They played him close, he Pee 


The showdown at the Fleetcenter 
was the game every highschool basketball fan 
was waiting for, Cambridge vs. Brockton The 
#1 seeds in the North and South, both teams 
had breezed their way through the sectional 
tournaments. The battle lines were drawn, but 
only one team decided to show up. 

Tt was evident before the game that 
Cambridge had the advantage. Many CRLS 
players had played at the Fleet in last years 
title game. Brockton, being undefeated (and 
overrated), was coming into the game 
incredibly overhyped. The Boxers came out 
with quite possibly the ugliest warm-up suits 
in the history of basketball. If the Falcons and 
their fans weren't already disgusted, a large 
Brockton cheering section started the 
completely unoriginal chant of "Cambridge, 
Cambridge, you suck." 

This chant lasted for all of five 
minutes, as point guard Lou Ford and his 
mates stormed out to take the early lead. 
Realizing the Falcons were better than the 
"cupcakes" Brockton had been playing all 
season, the Brockton side became noticeably 
quiet. Ford ran the fast break with presicion, 
feeding CRLS forwards David Williams and 
Devin Robinson with a steady diet of easy 
lay-ups. Brockton was playing non-existent 
defense and only deft outside shooting kept 
them in the game. At halftime the score was 
35-33 in favor of CRLS, but Cambridge was 
definitly in command of the game. 

The second half started and 


- Cambridge came out on fire. The Falcons 


pushed the lead to double digits with Anthony 
Johnson and Lou Ford contributing steals 
which led to easy baskets. Brockton seemed 
content to shoot three pointers while 
Cambridge was going hard to the basket. 
David Williams and Devin Robinson were 
dominating the glass, and Jonathan Gillard 
sent a message with two monstorous 
rejections. The CRLS lead ballooned to 15 and 
Brockton just couldn't mount a comeback. The 
rest of the way was a highlight film for Lou 
Ford as_he threw an alley-oop pass to Steve 
Passley, a laser beam through two defenders 
to Williams, and showed off his sweet pull-up 
J. The Brockton defense just couldn't stop 








assists. David Williams was a beast in the 
paint, finishing with 16 points and 11 
rebounds. Anthony Johnson led the team in 
scoring with 18 points. 

Final Score, CRLS 89, Brockton 65. 

As the final seconds ticked off the 
clock, CRLS fans went wild. The Brockton 
supporters who had thought of the clever " 

Cambridge, You Suck" cheer mixed tears with 

facepaint, a perfect example of why bad 
sportsmanship comes back to haunt you. The 
CRLS players had their enjoyment as well, but 
they know that one more game stands between 
them and the State Championship. 

The Falcons will play the Western 
Massachusetts champion on Saturday March 
17th at the Worcester Centrum. Be there as 
the Falcons go after their first state title of this 
century. 

Earlier Games: 

The Falcons went up against Acton- 
Boxbourgh in the Semi-Finals at Belmont 
High school. It was a heart attack game for 


Cambridge. From an observers standpoint, — 


one might say the first 28 minutes were the 
worst Cambridge had played all season. Down 
51-48, the Falcons were going to have to play 
like the #1 seeded team for the next four 
minutes if they were to avoid a monumental 
second round upset. 

Luckily Cambridge has heart. David 
Williams went deep in the post and converted 
a three point play to tie the score at 51. Acton 
scored a layup to go up 2, but Anthony 
Johnson calmly swished a pull-up jumper 
from the wing. Acton missed on their next 
attempt, and CRLS took advantage. 
Cambridge scored the next 10 points and won 
by the score of 63-53. . Cambridge 
advanced to play Central Catholic in the North 
finals at Tsongas Arena. Louis Ford, who hit 
the game winning shot against Andover in last 
years North final, must like Tsongas Arena 
because once again he powered the Falcons 
to the victory. He scored 24 points and 
hounded the Central Catholic point guard, 
finishing with seven steals. Central Catholic 
had a short lived lead at the beginnning, but 
CRLS got a boost from George Rodriguez and 
Shawn Barrows. Rodriguez hit two big threes 


bridge had a 37-23 oe lead and 


aad Barrows chipped in with 12 points. 


upgrade with the rapid growth of the tech- 
nology and the advent of the internet. While 
some have been fortunate enough to install 
computer operated scoring systems with 
animations to enchance your bowling ex- 
perience, for every one that has, dozens have 
fallen by the wayside. The true American 
bowling alley is a dying breed, and we have 
widescreen TV’s, DVD’s, and home gam- 
ing systems to thank for it. Upon saying this 
I beg you, ask yourself “‘ Is this the price of 
progress?” 


Cambridge Community 


Shows Its Support 


by Adam Zeisel 
Register Forum Staff 
On Saturday, February 3, the CRLS men 
and women soccer teams combined to take 
on a talented El Salvadorian squad. The ex- 
hibition game was held at CRLS; raising 
money for the survivors of the earthquake 
that struck El Salvador in January. The trav- 
eling El Salvadorian team known as the 
“Aspirantes” has been playing together in 
tournaments for the past two years. Theif 
recent stop at CRLS marked the first time 
the team would play an exhibition game 
against high school athletes, but the CRLS 
soccer stars were up to the challenge. The 
game was filled with excitement from the 
beginning; both teams showed great skills 
and intensity while still having fun. The fi 
nal score was insignificant, the game was 
played for a good cause. 
“This was a great event, especially con- 
sidering what they have gone through,” said 
All-Scholastic goalie Nikias Stefanakis 
Other athletes found time to take part in the 
game as well. Senior class President Ama? 
Milner and the captains of both girls and 
boys varsity teams participated. But the real 
heros of the night were the fans. By the end 
of the night over $500 was raised for the 
survivors of the earthquake. Event coordi 
nator Nikki Larcombe had this to say aftel 
the game. “I want to thank all the athlete 
from both teams for participating in the gz 
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Lacrosse: a look at the 
upcoming season 


by Emily Kanstroom 
Register Forum Staff 


While lacrosse has traditionally been an 
exclusive, private school sport, CRLS athletes 
and parents are currently engaged in destroy- 


ing such a tradition. The CRLS lacrosse pro- . 


gram began last year as a club, where neither 
the boys nor the girls team had any games, 
and the boys didn’t even have a coach. Al- 
most everyone was new to the sport, with only 
a few veterans who had played in middle 
school. One of the reasons lacrosse has not 
been introduced to public schools before is the 
expense. The sticks alone are often more than 
fifty dollars, and boys lacrosse is a full-con- 
tact sport, meaning each boy needs a full set 
of pads as well. Then there are balls, goals, 
goggles and uniforms. Girls lacrosse has tra- 
ditionally been played in a skirt, with spandex 
shorts underneath, but good old Cambridge 
quickly nixed that idea. The girls will defi- 
nitely play in normal shorts, (to the disappoint- 
ment of many prospective fans, I am told). 
Last year, the boys and girls worked to- 
gether to raise money, running a car wash and 
having bake-sales. This year, parents and 
some athletes are currently meeting to discuss 
fund-raising strategies. As of now, it seems 
that the school will front the money needed to 
start the program, (about $10,000), and the 
players will then work to help pay it off. 

This is a very important step, since the boys 
already have thirteen games scheduled, and 
the girls have fifteen. The girls had a coach all 
ready to go until the week before February va- 
cation, when she announced that she would 
not be able to coach after-all. Chris Aufriero 
and the girls who plan to play actively and 

» anxiouslysoughta new coach, since their first 
game is in early April. They found an ener- 
getic, if slightly nervous, candidate in varsity 
girls' soccer coach Nicole Hinostro. Coach 
Hinostro agreed to give it her all--when some 
of her soccer players got down on their knees 
and begged. Since then she has enthusiasti- 
cally called and held meetings, and her play- 
ers--new and old-- couldn't be happier! 

The parents and returning athletes are very 
concerned that lacrosse not be in any way ex- 
clusive. Especially since this is the first year 
that lacrosse players have scheduled games, 
any interested student should speak to Chris 
Aufriero right away. Very few players have 
previous experience, so this should be a learn- 
ing year for everyone. And to those who do 
not wish to play....come out and cheer! 


Championship Season 


Comes to a Close 


by Nora Sullivan 
Register Forum Correspondent 
After earning first place titles in the 
Greater Boston League, the boys and girls 
track teams entered into the championship 
season over February vacation. Competing 
at the Class A championships, Saturday Feb- 
tuary 17th, the girls placed 2nd with 44 
points, while the boys placed 4th with 40. 
At the All State meet the following Satur- 
day the girls earned 22 points and walked 
away with another second place trophy. The 
boys scored 13 points which put them in 9th. 
_ The girls went into the class A meet as 
the favorite and wére disappointed after 


they still put out some exceptional perfor- 


losing first place by two points. However, 


falcons forum 


the 1000 and fought hard with two seniors 
until the last straight away when she was 
pushed, causing her to alter her stride and 
finish 3rd. Her time was a remarkable 2:56. 
Alyssa Tingle finished soon after in 6th with 
a time of 3:09. Overhoitzer, Tingle and Isbitz 
combined with Hazel Ryerson to place 2nd 
in the 4x800 relay in 9:51. Neressa Henry 
flew over the 55 meter hurdles in 8.92 tak- 
ing second. Troyanah Evans, another sopho- 
more superstar, earned a 3rd place finish in 
the 300 meters with her time of 42.38. Evans 
and Henry ran the lead off and anchor legs 
of the 4x200 along with Tori Bishop and 
Courtney Simmons. The team placed third 
in 1:48.85. 

During the semi finals of the 55 meter 
hurdles at the All State meet Henry landed 
wrong on her foot and still qualified for the 
finals. Unable to run in the finals and still 
limping, Henry decided she could still run 
the 4x200. She was able to make her injury 
seem non-existent as she helped the team 
place Sth. The following day she went to 
the doctors to find out she had run on a bro- 
ken toe. Sarah Isbitz put out another strong 
3rd place finish in the 1000 and helped carry 
the 4x800 team to 3rd as well. When the 
final points were added up, Cambridge was 
again second, this time by 4 points. 

Stanley Pierre-Louis lead the scoring 
on the boys side finishing 2nd in the 55 
meter hurdles with the time of 7.52. He com- 
bined with Tim Harding to give Cambridge 
1st and 2nd in the long jump. Pierre-Louis 
won the event with a jump of 21’05.25" and 
Harding placed 2nd, jumping 20°10". Adam 
Zeisel was another key factor in 
Cambridge’s performance. He placed 3rd in 
the 1000 meters in 2:38. He then doubled 
back to run the anchor leg of the 4x800. 
When he received the baton the team was 
in third after strong performances from Jake 
Hannon, Zach Habtemichael, and 
Mackenzie Noel. He quickly made up time 
and battled for first with Xaverian Brothers 
through the line. Unfortunately the photo 
finish revealed Cambridge had lost the event 
by .01 seconds. 

At the All State meet the scoring for 
Cambridge was again dominated by Pierre- 
Louis. He placed third in both the 55 meter 
hurdles and the long jump by running 7.52 
(again) and jumping 21°04.5". Zeisel was 
able to make another strong statement on 
the track by improving his time by 2 sec- 
onds and running 2:36, placing 6th. Both 
teams hope to improve on these perfor- 
mances and win matching niles during the 
outdoor season. 





Swim Team Makes a 


Splash in Regional 


Tournament 


by Rafael Garcia 
Register Forum Staff 


Since the beginning of this winter's ath- 
letic season, countless CRLS students have 
been avidly following the school s men's swim 


team. A string of victories has characterized : 


the entire season, instilling in the student body 


a sige sense of pride about the team's ef- 
vt rie 


three months of arduous practice on the part of the swim team. Every student who swam for 
Cambridge was the product of his own meticulous endeavors; each had worked for over a 
dozen weeks at achieving personal perfection. The efforts of these athletes were painfully 
obvious at the Greater Boston League Tournament. First, there were the pure numbers, which 
speak for themselves. Cambridge earned 370 points, sweeping the other teams with ease. 
Peabody came in second at 320 points, a whopping fifty points behind CRLS. 

Needless to say, Cambridge demonstrated to its traditional adversary, Peabody, which 
beat Cambridge at the previous meet covered in last month's issue, that the CRLS team knows 
how to win. And when this team wins, they give the audience a show. Exceptional perfor- 
mances at both the 200- and the 400-yard freestyle relays helped seal the team's spectacular 
win. In fact, over 90% of the team set personal records at the tournament: the young mens' 
individual determination to excel propelled CRLS to its victory. Aided by incredible coaching 
on the part of Paul Fitzgerald, selfless assistance by several young women who practiced with 
them, and the moral support of dozens of fans, the CRLS swim team accomplished great things 
this year. The students will simply have to wait until next winter to see the team continue its 
momentous progress. 


CRLS Hockey Finishes Strong 


by Jaime Wendell 
Register Forum Correspondent 


In a pair of impressive outings, the Girls Varsity Ice Hockey team has come out strong. In 
a recent game the She-Falcs hosted league rival Wilmington. Wilmington drew blood first with 
an unassisted goal by Rachele See, but Cambridge caught fire, responding with four goals in 
the first period. Freshman Jordan Mayhew started the action for Cambridge with a helper from 
offensive powerhouse Helen Sullivan. Sophomore and rookie She-Falc Danika Oriol-Morway 
got into the act next with an unassisted goal. Junior Lucy Lindsey followed seconds later with 
another unassisted goal. Senior tri-captain Natalie Akula finished out the first period with an 
assist from Oriol-Morway. At the end of one the score was 4-2 in Cambridge’s favor, with 
Wilmington pressing hard. In the second period, Wilmington’s See completed a hat trick by 
scoring her third goal of the game, making it 4-3. Cambridge wasn’t backing down, as Oriol- 
Morway scored her second goal of the game to push the lead back up to two goals. In the third 
period, Wilmington tied the score up with two quick goals. With the score tied, Cambridge 
defenseman Jaime Wendel went end to end, flipping the puck to a waiting Jacqui White, who 
calmly notched the game winner. Despite a fast and furious pace the last three minutes of the 
game, Cambridge hung on for a big win. 

In the next game, the She-Falcs, who play in Division 2, crossed the border to face Divi- 
sion 1 Arlington Catholic. The bus was late, She-Falcs goaltender Carrie Kindelberger had no 
warm-up, the team (particularly the defense) was decimated by the flu, and the She Falcs 
suffered through a tough first period with 5 unanswered goals scored by AC. Cambridge had 
only two offensive lines, and only one defenseman with game experience, one playing with the 
flu. The She-Falcs hung tough though, and came back to play two periods of even hockey. 
Once again, Jordan Mayhew started the action for Cambridge in the second period, assisted by 
Sullivan and Joanna Levy. Levy started out the third period with a goal assisted by Sullivan 
and Mayhew. Sullivan came up huge in the game, catching fire in the second half of the game 
with 5 points. She scored the third goal of the game for Cambridge unassisted, then tipped in a 
Wendel shot from the point with a professional level deflection, then finished out the scoring 
with an assist from Akula. Freshman Minnie McMahon and juniors Julia Auger and Lucy 
Lindsey were sharp on defense throughout the game. Goaltender Carrie Kindelberger was 
solid in goal, denying many scoring chances. 
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A community 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 
SAVINGS BANK 


A Symbol of Community Strength Since 1854 


Belmont ¢ Cambridge ¢ Somerville 
617.354.7700 


www.ecsb.com 


Member FDIC/Member DIF 
The first $100,000 per depositor is insured by the FDIC; all deposits above this amount are 
insured by the Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). 








Exclusive Interview 


Congressman Capuano 
on School Violence 


by Paul Heintz 
Register Forum Correspondent 
Congressman Michael Capuano is in 
the midst of his second term as representa- 
tive of the eighth district of Massachusetts. 
He is a Regional Democratic Whip, as well 
as a member of the House Committee on 
Financial Services, the Committee on The 
Budget, and the House Democratic Steer- 
ing and Policy Committee. I had the op- 
portunity to ask the Congressman some 
questions regarding school violence and 
President Bush's education proposals. 


Paul Heintz: As a result of the 1999 Col- 
umbine High School shooting, several gun 
control initiatives were introduced in Con- 
gress. Why did the 106th Congress fail to 
pass any of these bills? 


Congressman Michael Capuano: Be- 
cause the people in most of the country feel 
strongly that, number one, they have a right 
to guns; they don't like government getting 

involved in their right to own a gun. And 
number two is that they feel that the gun 
laws we have are already sufficient to-be 
able to stop most of the problems that they 
are concerned with. I don't happen to share 
that view, but I'm in the minority and they 
win. 

I understand the view to a certain ex- 
tent. There is a lot of discussion about how 
guns don't shoot people; people do. And 
there is some validity to that argument. At 
the same time, things like trigger locks and 
closing loop-holes in gun shows are impor- 
tant. Most people would not argue that guns 
should be out of the hands of the average 
American. They simply argue that we need 


to make sure whose hands they are in, le- 
gally, to the best of our ability. And num- 
ber two is to make it a little bit more diffi- 
cult to get a gun when you are upset. 


Heintz: Why did you vote against the 
"Mandatory Gun Show Background Act"? 


Capuano: ...Because that particular bill, if 
I remember the details, really wasn't that. 
It didn't close any loopholes. As a matter of 
fact, if anything, it actually opened them 
up. The title was good and the people who 
proposed the bill were people [who share] 
my viewpoint. If you take a look at the roll 
call, I think you'll see that most people who 
are generally known to be gun control ad- 
vocates voted against that bill. 


Heintz: Yeah, it was mostly Democrats. 


Capuano: Again, the title doesn't mean a 


thing; it what's the law says that matters. 


Heintz: Will the recent rash of school 
shootings prompt any new legislation to 
have-more-success? 


Capuano: No. I don't think so. I think that 
the issue is pretty much settled for the fore- 
seeable future... It'll happen again tomor- 
row, and the political argument, for the 
moment, has been pretty much settled. The 
people who are against the additional con- 
trols have won, and people like me have 
lost. That's a temporary status, we think, but 
you never know. 


Heintz: Recently, the Democratic Party has 
been edging away from the gun control is- 





Congressman Michael Capuano 


sue because many people feel that it may 
have cost Al Gore key southern states, such 
as Tennessee, in the 2000 election. Do you 
think that this is a wise move? 


Capuano: That's a hard question. That's a 
question that a lot of us struggle with. You're 
right about that. It's not just Al Gore; it's 
also members of the House and members 
of the Senate. 

There was always a dilemma in poli- 
tics about doing what you think is absolutely 
right versus what you think is as right as 
you can be and win. I happen to be one of 
those people who thinks that you're better 
off winning 10% of the time or 50% of the 
time than none. Not because of winning's 
sake, but because my whole reason for be- 
ing in politics is to make the world a better 
place, as I see it. And I might be right, but 
if I lose all the time, then what have I ac- 
complished? I guess I get to go to Heaven 
quicker than anyone else, but that's about 
It. 

So, on this particular issue, the Demo- 
cratic Party is looking at itself. It is trying 
to make some political judgments. I under- 
stand them, but honestly, I can't tell you how 
I feel about them. And I say that because I 
really haven't come to grips with myself. 

Capuano interview, continued on page 4 


Changes in store next year at CRLS 


Next phase of redesign:to include new schedule, advising, mini-courses 


By Jessica Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff 

As we move closer to the end of the 
school year, the CRLS administration is 
looking ahead to the future and making 
plans about how to continue the redesign 
process that was begun this year. On Tues- 
day, April 10, Principal Paula Evans and the 
CRLS administration held a workshop with 
members of the Cambridge School Com- 
Mittee. The goal was to review the progress 
that has been made so far, and to discuss 
the proposed changes for next fall, which 
will be the second year of a three-year tran- 
sition period. A few of the changes that were 
discussed include: 


New Schedule’. rh 5 
Beginning next fall, CRLS will have an 








new schedule, the third in four fears, pede 


will meet. Students in grades 9-11 will have 
advising during these blocks, and seniors 
will take part in Senior Seminars, led jointly 


“by guidance counselors and teachers, to 


help them make plans for after graduation. 

The reason behind this change is to allow 
more flexibility and make it possible for 
special events, such as assemblies or small 
school activities, to be scheduled during the 
X-blocks without disrupting classes. 


Mini-Courses 

Another major change will affect the 
elective choices for next year. The plan is 
to create mini-courses that will meet twice 


-aweek. For ninth and tenth grade students, 


mini-courses will be offered on the days that 


_ they do not have physical education, and 
will be used to provide additional support 7 


cially in the art department. According to 
Ms. Evans, next year each art teacher will 
be responsible for teaching four full-year 
courses and two mini-courses, instead of the 
five full-year courses that they were teach- 
ing this year. So full-year’and advanced 
courses will still be offered to students, al- 
though there will be slightly fewer of them. 
Also, each mini-course will have a smaller 
number of students than a full-year course, 
so teachers will not end up being respon- 
sible for twice as many students. 


Science Classes 

The current science sequence of Inter- 
disciplinary Science Research (ISR) in 
ninth grade, followed by Biology, Chemis- 
try, and Physics, will no longer exist at 






next year. main under anew plan 





The College 
Game 


By Aditi Sen 
Register Forum Staff 








The letters are in. Thick, thin; good 
news, bad news. Some got in, some 
didn’t. Some have to wait. The college 
road has been a tough run, and now the 
getting-in-to-college torch gets passed 
from the seniors, a few days into their 
last quarter of high school, to the jun- 
iors, who are just beginning the road to 
college. The SAT books are everywhere, 
juniors are clutching AP guides and 
magazines of college profiles. The se- 
niors look on, remembering, thankful to 
be done. The seniors are finishing, and 
no one has anything more to do than to 
decide where to go. We will go to “‘ad- 
mitted students” weekends, check out 
classes and dorm rooms and food, and 
sit at home trying to decide to which col- 
lege to send the reply card. But the hard 
part is over. Just as we finish, the jun- 
iors are starting. We seniors all remem- 
ber the end of junior year: the terror of 
the SATs looming ahead, the added pros- 
pect of three-hour AP exams in the dimly 
lit theater, not to mention the first “look- 
ing ahead to college” discussions. So, 
with some twenty-odd days left of our 
high school experience, no doubt we 
should take a minute and look back to 
last year and perhaps offer some advice 
for those at the beginning of the college- 
road. Here are some of my ideas for ad- 
vice, but, of course, the process is differ- 
ent for everyone: 








































1) If you’re taking APs, concentrate on 
them first. Get some practice books - 
Barron’s or Princeton Review - and go 
through them and do practice tests. 


















2) Practice books are also great for the 
SATs. They’re in bookstores, and also 
in the library. You can also probably find 
seniors who would be willing to give you 
(get rid of) their books. Plan your SATs, 
and study for them, and also remember 
your SAT Is. 












3) Make a list of possible elleges of it in- 
terest. Obviously, this isn’t your final list, 
but it’s a good way to start. There are 
also books to help with this if you need 
some guidance (the Fiske Guide to Col- 
leges is a good one). Do some research 
online about each college and narrow 
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Look to the STARs 


’ Reported By: Meredith Hubbell in 
consultation with Veronica Pretelt, Family 
Planning Counselor at the Teen Health 
Center. 


Q: What health services does the Teen 
Health Center offer? 

A: The Teen Health Center, located on the 
-first floor in the Rindge Building, provides 
mandated school health services, offers 
primary care services, reproductive health, 
mental health counseling, family planning, 
and prenatal care agancy as part of the 
Cambridge Health Alliance. 


Q: Does the Teen Health Center provide 
confidential and/or free care? 

A: The Teen Health Center offers both 
confidential and free care insurance. 
Confidential care and insurance is provided 
for students ages 13-21 and free primary care 
insurance is provided for students who meet 
insurance income guidelines for his/her 
family size. However, confidential free care 
insurance is provided for people up to 21 
years of age only if the services are 
confidential. This includes services provided 
at the Teen Health Center and Cambridge 
Health Alliance. 


Q: What services does the Teen Health 
Center provide relating to pregnancy and 
gynecology? 

A: The Teen Health Center provides 
pregnancy tests and options counseling. The 
Teen Health Center provides routine 
gynecologic care, STD screenings, and 
contraceptive management under the 
evaluation and care of a licensed nurse 
practitioner and physician. 


Q: Does the Teen Health Center perform 
pregnancy terminations? 

A: No, the Teen Health Center does not 
perform pregnancy terminations. If a client 
seeks a pregnancy termination, the 
appropriate referral is made. 


Q: Does the Teen Health Center prescribe 
birth control pills? 

A: Yes, the Teen Health Center does 
prescribe birth control pills. A client must 
meet with the family planning counselor to 
learn about methods of birth control and then 
must meet with a licensed health care 
provider for evaluation and care before pills 
are prescribed. 


Q: Does the Teen Health Center supply 

the morning after pill? ~ 
A: Yes, under the care of a physician and 
nurse practitioner the Teen Health Center 
does supply the morning after pill. The pill 
that they provide is called Plan B, a newer 
form of the morning after pill. Plan B does 
_ not contain the hormone estrogen, only 
progesterone; therefore it reduces side effects 
: as nausea and vomiting. Plan B can be 
within 72 hours after having 


Changes 
Planned for 
Next Year 


continued from page 1 


These are just a few of the major 
changes that are planned for next year. In 
addition, Ms. Evans and the administra- 
tion hope to accomplish many other goals, 
including the expansion of internships, 
afterschool homework centers, and the 
new Summer Academy that will open this 
summer. There are plans to continue the 
physical renovations of the school by 
building new science labs and a darkroom 
and furnishing campus centers in each of 
the small schools. 

School Committee members listened 

to these plans with interest and brought 
up some questions and concerns that they 
had. Denise Simmons raised the issue of 
technical education, saying she was con- 
cerned that it was not mentioned at all in 
the plan. Ms. Evans responded that she 
will be working with the Superintendent 
to address the future of the Rindge School 
of Technical Arts, and that she hopes to 
see technical education integrated into all 
of the five small schools, not separated. 
When Mayor Anthony Galluccio ques- 
tioned whether this would lead to a "one 
size fits all" form of education, Ms. Evans 
responded that the goal will be to have 
high standards for everyone but at the 
same time customize it to individual stu- 
dents. 

It was also discussed whether the 
small schools would develop separate 
identities and themes. Although Ms. 
Evans said she is not sure and will see how 
it evolves, she also said that she has com- 
promised from her original plan of five 
completely autonomous schools. Upper- 
classmen will still be able to take electives 
and advanced courses across the school 
in order to keep a wide range of choices 
available to them. 

This meeting was a special workshop 
for the administration and the School 
Committee, so the public was not allowed 
to speak. However, many parents, teach- 
ers, and community members attended the 
meeting, including a group of students 
from the Youth Action Coalition, an ac- 
tivist group at CRLS. They presented a 
statement saying that they felt they should 
have been allowed to speak and voice their 
opinions. Parents were represented by the 
School Committee members that they 
elected, but the students did not have rep- 
resentation at the meeting, even though 
they are the ones who will be affected most 
by the upcoming changes. 


Pa 
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Agassiz School. 


Paunted by Prien Koach/ 1999 
Should the Agassiz be Renamed? 


by Noah Rosenblun 
Register Forum Correspondant 

Agassiz was a great naturalist. As 
a young scientist, he singlehandedly 
demonstrated that, many years ago, Europe 
was covered in glaciers. Lord knows why 
that made him a famous scientists, but it 
did, and that is that. He gained much repute 
and eventually came to Harvard where he 
helped the school grow in size and become 
more than just the clergy seminary it had 
originally been. However, Agassiz was 
also a racist. A real Hardcore racist. He 
believed that African Americans were 
more than just inferior, but were actually 
sub-human. His views, even at the time 
that he lived, were hardly Politically 
Correct, and so he expounded his racist 
views primarily in letters to his second wife 
and to his mother, away from the eye of 
public attention. And that is what Stephen 
Jay Gould realized and wrote about in his 
book, and that is what Natti Vogel, a vocal 
eighth grader, learned as he read what 
Stephen Jay Gould had realized and written 
about. And that is how it all started, this 
whole issue of changing the name of 
Agassiz Elementary. 

The first Agassiz school was built 
in 1875. It was a nice, small, two story 
brick school house. At that time, Agassiz 
was enjoying his tenure at Harvard 
University. It is thought and often said that 
he played a major role in the Cambridge 
Public School system, which is why they 
named the school after him, though no 
records of his great deeds or accomplish- 
ments as such have made it into the 21* 
century. Enter Maria Baldwin, in 1889, as 
principal of Agassiz elementary. As the 
first African American principal in the 


- 1922. She stood for all this town believes 


Northeast presiding over not only an all 
white staff, but a 410 member all white 
school, she became the predominant 
African American teacher in the whole 
country. Her impact on the Agassiz school 
and its community were unmistakable, as 
she helped shape it into one of the premier 
public schools in the nation. And so on 
one hand we have a dead white man who " 
studied large blocks of ice, and on the 

other, we have a devoted principal who 

gave her life and soul to the students she 

presided over. One has a neighborhood, a 

school, a square, and a street in his honor; 

the other has a room full of chairs. Talk 

about a no-brainer. And yet it has stirred 

up lots of controversy, spreading far 

beyond the fairly small Agassiz school 

community. 

That is where we stand right now: 
locked in a heated debate about the name 
of the school. To be honest, the only 
question I’m really left with, is why is this 
even an issue. A bright young eighth 
grader singlehandedly discovered that in 
the single most politically correct zip code 
in all of the USA, we had a school named 
after a racist. And now we don’t want to 
admit we made a mistake, and simply 
change the name, and honor someone truly 
great, who did all she could to make 
Agassiz a great school up until her death in | 


















in: equality, creativity, brilliance, and hard 
work. And so, [have no clue why it is in an 
issue, why it was an issue, and hope it will 
never be an issue. But all that matters is 
that it is and issue, and let us hope someone 
down there can see the light that an eighth 
grader was able to see perfectly clearly; 
change the name. 











April 2001 Register Forum Page 3 





around 


school 





SCHOOL TRIPS 





CRLS students visit Lyon, France. Photo by Karen Hawthorne. 


French Trip 2001 


by Rachel Parkin 
Register Forum Staff 


From March 15-25, twenty-one CRLS students, along with faculty advisors Ms. 
Piotrowski and Ms. Hawthorne, took part in a foreign exchange trip to Lyon, the second 
largest city in France. Although distinctly different from previous such trips, which took 
place in Paris, most of the students would agree that the trip was a completely worthwhile 


experience. 


After the overnight transatlantic flight, the students immediately met their exchange 
correspondents who they would be staying with throughout their visits. The itinerary for 
the entire trip was crammed completely full. Activities included visiting a monastery, the 
United Nations, a gourmet chocolate shop, and silk factories (some things were enjoyed 
more than others). There were also day trips taken: to Luberon, in the south of France, 


and Geneva, Switzerland. 


Responses to everyday French social life and culture were mixed. Although school- 
ing in the United States was much preferred over French schooling (an average French 
school day is from 8 or 9 am to 5:30 pm and one physics class was two hours long), many 
students greatly appreciated the laxity in certain age restrictions, which are much harsher 


in the United States. 


All in all, the chance to travel to France is something that doesn’t come along very 
often, and the students on the trip greatly appreciated the opportunity. It’s not certain yet 
that there will be an exchange trip next year, but if there is, it’s a os thing for anyone 


who speaks French to check out. 


Italian Trip 2001 


By Peter Crane and Siobhan O'Sullivan 
Register Forum Correspondents 


~ One might say that the Italian trip is the 
only good thing remaining in this school, 
and we would have to agree. Recently, we, 
along with the other 23 students participat- 
ing in the exchange, lived in Forli, Italy for 
ten days. It may have been the best ten days 
of our lives. We stayed in beautiful houses, 
and lived in a very hospitable atmosphere. 
We got to speak the language and enjoy the 
lovely culture. We ate at least three course 
meals every day, and made incredible rela- 
tionships with all the students and family; 
you should have seen all the teary eyes on 
the bus to the airport. 


The school in Forli was quite fibers 


compared to our standards. The students 
remained in groups throughout their high 
school career, and there were small schools 


broken down into different groups such as o 


If it wasn't the warm weather, pictur- 
esque sights of churches and the market 
in Forli that warmed our hearts, it was all 
the other lovely cities and towns that we 
visited. We traveled to Ravenna, where 
we saw some of the earliest Byzantine art 
along with mosaics that portrayed differ- 
ent Bible stories. Our next destination 
was Bologna, a very fashionable city. We 
also traveled to Venice, a city made up of 
over 100 small islands connected by 
bridges that spanned the vast amount of 
canals. The first of two small towns we 
visited was Urbino, where the views were 
incredible and the people were friendly. 
The last of the large cities we visited was 
Florence, where we saw such sights as the 
David, the Santa Croce, and the Ponte 
Vecchio. The last location on our 


_itenerary was another small town called 
Gubbio where the largest Cuan tree” = 


ears 


The College Game 


continued from page I 

4) Visit over summer, if you can. Take.a 
tour, go to information sessions, and even 
do an interview if you have time. You can 
interview at a school, and then not even 
apply, so you’re not committing to any- 
thing by interviewing, but if you decide to 
apply, then your interview is out of the way. 
To set up an interview, all you have to do is 
call the school’s admissions office. Call 
early in summer if you have a particular 
schedule you want to follow. 


ommendations and to help you fill out the col- 
lege forms. Also start thinking about your 


essays.. 


8) As soon as the school year starts (senior 
year!) choose which teachers you want to 
write your recommendations (two teachers, 
usually) and ask them. Remember that the 
point is to get teachers who will write good 
things about you and know you well - in the 
classroom and out. You will have to get them 
a copy of your brag sheet, transcript and en- 
velopes that have the name of the school on 
them, as well as stamps and addresses if you 
want them to mail the letters. Also decide if 
you want to get outside recommendations 
(from a sports coach or drama director or 
music teacher or employer) and ask the per- 
son from whom you want one well in ad- 
vance. 


5) After you’ve done your visiting and re- 
searching, decide if you want to apply to a 
particular school Early Decision or Early 
Action. Early Action schools are not bind- 
ing, meaning if you are accepted early, you 
are not committed to enrolling at that school. 
Meanwhile, Early Decision schools are bind- 
ing, so if you are accepted early, you have 
committed to attending that school. Basi- 
cally, if you are struck by a certain school 
and are sure that it’s your first choice, apply 
early, otherwise, apply early only if it’s not 
binding. If you don’t get into your Early 
Decision/Early Action schools, you have 
about two weeks to send out applications by 
the regular deadline. 


9) Have your essays done early and get people 
to read them. First, ask an English teacher to 
help you edit and revise, and then ask other 
teachers and friends and parents to read them 
and give you feedback. 


If you have your essays done early, you 
will feel more relaxed. Just think how much 
more relaxed your senior year will be if you 
don’t have to worry about writing college es- 
says! Allin all, the college-admissions game 
is a game of timing. If you start early and 
spread out the work, it probably won’t be too 
bad, but if you leave everything to Hallow- 
een night before the common November 1 
early action/decision deadline, you will be in 
trouble. It seems like a harrowing process, 
but just think that virtually all the juniors 
around the country are going through the 
same torture. Put in a lot of effort, but don’t 
agonize. And look at the present seniors 
around you and remember that next year at 
this time, you will know where you are go- 
ing to college, will be on your way out of 
high school, and will be able to look back at 
the juniors and think back, and offer your own 
words of advice. 


6) Once you have a list of schools to which 
you’re going to apply, and know if you’re 
applying anywhere early (remember, you 
need to have other schools for regular deci- 
sion even if you’re applying somewhere 
early), write to all the colleges to request 
applications. Also check and see whether 
any of your schools require certain SAT Is, 
and if they do, plan to take them. 


7) The applications will start coming in late 
summer/early fall. Start working on them 
early. The last thing you want is to be writ- 
ing your essays the night before the post- 
mark deadline. Photocopy all your applica- 
tions so you can have trial runs before fill- 
ing out the final thing. Early, update your 
brag sheet to give to your teachers for rec- 
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Interview with Congressman Capuano 


Capuano interview, continued from page | 
Politically, I believe with all my heart that in 
the broad scheme of issues, not just gun con- 
trol, but health care, education, you name it, 
that the country would be better off under 
Democratic leadership than under Republi- 
can leadership. That being the case, the first 
thing I consider is: How do I get more Demo- 
crats elected? And I have been told by other 
people in other parts of the country that 
they're very vehement about the fact that 
though [some Democratic candidates] may 
not vote for gun control, the Democratic party 
is seen as the party that wants to yank guns 
out of the hands of law-abiding Americans. 
And I take their political comments as legiti- 
mate. Even though we disagree on issues, 
these are people I generally respect. We gen- 
erally agree on other issues. 

Anyway, the question is--and I don't 
know the answer, I guess, whether I like it or 
not, I think that the answer has been decided, 
temporarily, that the Democratic party will 
take a step back from its vehement support 
of gun control laws. I understand the politi- 
cal reasons behind that; in some regards, I 
agree with it. In others, I don't. And all I can 
tell you is from my perspective, I still intend 
to push from my end of the world, but I think 
that now I will be pushing on people who 
have, in general, more deaf ears than before. 
Not because they don't agree with me, but 
because they've made a political judgement 
that we can't win now, and that if we can't 
win that issue, then why don't we try to win 
other issues? And then when we can get more 
Democrats into the room, we will deal with 
these tougher issues. I understand it, but I 
can't answer you whether it will work or not. 


Heintz: Attorney General John Ashcroft re- 
cently stated that "an ethic of violence” was 
to blame for the recent school shootings and 
that the news and entertainment industry 
could play a larger role in the reduction of 
school violence than tighter gun control laws. 
Do you agree with that? 


Capuano: No] don't. I've been watching vio- 
lent movies all my life. I remember when 
"The Wild Bunch" came out in 1969, that 
people were all concerned with that. There's 
always people who will find a reason; Charles 
Manson found a reason to slaughter people 
because the Beatles spoke to him through a 
record. There's always people who are crazy 
and will find excuses to commit violence. If 
their excuse is that they saw it in a movie, 
they will find another reason. God would 
speak to them or something. So, I'm not ter- 
ribly worried about movies and violence. 

I do think it's valid and it's a good thing 
to have movies clearly, properly, and appro- 
priately labeled as violent movies. So that if 
parents, of young children in particular, want 
to discourage them from going, or stop them 
from going, that's the parent's decision... 

I think you're focusing on the wrong 
thing when you look at that kind of stuff. I'm 
not going to condone them; I happen to think 
that most of them are pretty bad movies, to 
tell you the truth. But that's a different issue. 
I don't think that Hollywood is telling the 
country how to live. 


Heintz: President Bush has promoted the 
idea of holding schools accountable for the 
success of their students on standardized 


tests. Will this plan improve the education 


Mae 







are superior. I find that offensive on lots of 
levels. My kids are smarter than I ever was. 
They know different things than I knew, and 
they have different pressures on them then I 
had. I actually had study periods during 
school, and my guess is that you don't. Al- 
mostno high school kid in Massachusetts has 

them anymore. I'm not saying that's good or 
bad; I don't know. I just know that standard- 
ized tests are not the way to go. We already 
have them. They're called the SATs. They 
stratify kids and they are pretty good mea- 
sures of a kid's ability, not a perfect measure- 
- there is no perfect measure. But it's a pretty 
decent one, and it is widely used. It will con- 
tinue to be widely used, and if not that, then 
another standardized test, because you do 
have to have a way to compare a kid from 
Cambridge Rindge and Latin to a kid from 
Watertown High to a kid from Stockbridge, 
Mass. You have to have standardized tests of 
some sort, so that schools will know and 
employers will know where you fit in com- 
parison to your peers. 

All that being said, in Massachusetts, the 
standardized test has been used for all the 
wrong things. It was originally put in as a 
mechanism to make sure that kids no longer 
graduated from high school who could not 
read, who could not write a basic sentence, 
or who didn't know basie facts. I think that 
that's a pretty valid thing. If that's what the 
standardized test really measured, then I'd 
probably support it. But none of the standard- 
ized tests that we have now measure those 
things anymore. They are basically stratifi- 
cations and they are a feel-good mechanism 
that will not-- will not-- mark my words, will 
not be implemented the way they are cur- 
rently envisioned. 

When they were first put in, if you 
wanted to change them at all, you were for 
lower standards. And guess what! The state 
itself, the most vehement proponent of these 
tests, has already, number one, reduced the 
passing grade, number two, watered it down, 
and number three, as I understand it, the last 
thing they did was give you five chances to 
pass. Now, my argument is if you've done all 
that then what happened to the original con- 
cept of high standards? 

I never shared those values. I happen to 
believe in high standards. I happen to believe 
that any kid who graduates from high school 
needs to be told, and be told clearly and un- 
equivocally, that if you don't get a good edu- 
cation, you will be doomed to a limited abil- 
ity to earn income and therefore have a good 
life. You're told that all the time. But most 
kids won't listen. I know that. What's new? 
You're told all kinds of things by adults that 
you don't listen to. You're no different than I 
was, and you're no different than your kids 
will be. 

All that being said, I think we, as adults, 
have an obligation to tell kids how impor- 
tant an education is-It's all there. It's not new. 
Any kid who cares can find out what the dif- 
ference is between the average income of a 
college graduate and a high school graduate. 
And if they are concerned about that, then 
they'll take their educaticn a little more seri- 
ously. I'm not the one who's terribly worried 
about all this stuff. There will always be kids 
who are academically inclined, and others 
who are not. I also don't value people based 
on their intelligence or their ability to take 
tests. And I don't think society does. I don't 
think it should. If it did, Albert Einstein 
wouldn't have come up with the Theory of 
Relativity. He would have been a truck driver. 
__Alll that being said, I do not think that 






Probably one of the most influential 
people in the history of blues and the 
strengthening of jazz and other popular 
music, McKinley Morganfield, 
nicknamed Muddy Waters, helped to 
shape and define the sounds of the 
postwar blues. With his unusual approach 
to amplified guitar added to Muddy’s own 
dark, majestic singing, listeners of his 
time were particularly intrigued by the 
new, powerful, striking edge and sonority 
that he introduced to traditional music. 

Born in Rolling Fork, Mississippi, on 
April 15, and from the age of 3 raised by 
his maternal grandmother in Clarksdale 
after his mother’s death, he grew up 
listening to blues singing and playing that 
reflected the harsh, brutal life of the Delta 
region. Drawn early by the sounds of 
such early blues musicians as Charley 
Patterson, Son House, Tommy Johnson 
and, even more influential to the young 
Waters, Robert Johnson, he started 
playing the harmonica at age 13. After 4 
years, he switched to playing guitar and 
mastered the popular bottleneck style 
within another year. 

During this time, members from the 
Library of Congress, headed by Alan 
Lomax, recorded Waters in 1941 and 
returned for a second recording the year 
after, thus beginning Water’s career in 
musical recording. He continued playing 
for rural entertainment such as for local 
backcountry dances, in juke joints, and 
at house parties, which had given him 
keen vocal and instrumental abilities by 
this time that can be heard in his 
recordings. 

In 1943, Muddy moved to the Windy 
City of Chicago. Finding it difficult to 
make a living from his music, he began 
working as a truck driver, and he managed 







































knownas Aristocrat (later Chess) Records 
willing to record his music. After 





to find an independent recording firm - 


Picture » from Pete Welding, excerpted oS “Gone to 
_ Mainstreet, ” Bluesland, E.P. Dutton, 1992 ihe 
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By Liz Atkins 
Register Forum Staff 


Muddy Waters 


producing several unsuccessful records 
accompanied by pianist Sunnyland Slim 
and bassist Ernest “Big” Crawford, 
Waters finally made an impression with 
the single “I Can’t Be Satisfied/I Feel 
Like Going Home,” the record that 
properly began the history of modern 
Chicago blues. 

Many more recording followed 
Muddy’s first as this blues musician 
incorporated new instruments, sounds 
and textures to his work, always made 
primarily of traditional Mississippi blues 
staples and his own variations of them. 
Some of his most memorable and 
treasured early recordings include 
"Louisiana Blues," and "Long Distance 
Call,” accompanied by Little Walter on 
harmonica and Crawford on the bass, 
dated early1951. Later, second guitarist, 
Jimmy Rogers and pianist Otis Spann 
appeared on the scene in recordings such 
as “I’m Ready” (1954) and “Just To Be 
With You“ (1956) as well as other classics 
that were produced and eventually 
became the standard which other blues 
musicians have followed. 

As the 1960s approached Chicago 
and listeners began listening to urban soul 
music such as that of B.B. King, and 
various other forms of up-beat black 
dance music, Muddy and his band 
changed their style as well in order to 
keep up with consumers. Urged on by 
his mentors at Chess Records, Waters 
began to produce sensitive pieces such 
as “Fathers and Sons” which focused on 
Waters himself and his accomplishments. 
Then in 1977, he signed with Blue Sky 
Records, ending his long association witii 
Chess Records. There he producedfour 
more albums until his death on April 30, 
1983, At age 68, the great Muddy Waters 
died quietly in his sleep in his home in 
Westmont, Illinois. 
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Students Hold Anti- Violence Summit 


On March 24, over 1,000 students, teachers, and counselors from all across the 
country came to Raleigh, North Carolina for the sixth annual Students Against Violence 


Everywhere (S.A.V.E.) Summit. 


S.A.V.E. is a student-run program that began at West Charlotte High School in North 
Carolina in 1989. Students were inspired to organize a group to speak out against vio- 
lence after one of their classmates was killed when trying to stop a fight at a party. Since 
then, S.A.V.E. has expanded to over 650 chapters in 34 different states, with 78,000 mem- 
bers and counting. They work to educate students about violence and its consequences 
and provide safe, constructive community activities. 

The Summit gave S.A.V.E. members a chance to attend workshops on community 
service and conflict resolution, and discuss how to prevent school shootings such as those 
that took place at Columbine or, more recently, in California, from happening in the 
future. S.A V.E. also recognized the work of the various chapters across the country and 
awarded some individuals for their outstanding efforts. 

To learn more, visit S.A.V.E.'s website at www.nationalsave.org. 


Supreme Court Rejects Appeal of Free Speech 
for Marilyn Manson T-Shirt 


In August 1997, Nicholas J. Boroff, who was then a senior at Van Wert High School 
in Van Wert, Ohio, was banned from wearing a Marilyn Manson t-shirt to school. He 
sued in violation of his First Amendment rights, but on Monday, March 19, the U.S. 
Supreme Court turned down the appeal without comment. 

At the time of the incident, Boroff was told by school administrators that the shirt 
was offensive and he could either turn it inside out or go home. He left, but came back for 
the next four days wearing other Marilyn Manson shirts, and each time he received the 


Same message. 


Boroff sued the school district, arguing that he had the constitutional right to free 
speech and due process. However, a federal judge ruled in favor of the school, and the 
6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals agreed, saying the shirt was "vulgar, offensive and 
contrary to the educational mission of the school." Since Manson promotes drug use and 
includes racial epithets, obscene lyrics, and violent references in his songs, the court 
tuled that the school had the right to prohibit students from wearing shirts with his name 


on them. 


The Dangers of Mad-Cow Disease 


By Dan Rubin-Wills 
Register Forum Staff 

Nervous breakdowns. Paranoia. Loss 
_ of the use of some muscles. Comas. Death. 
These are the symptoms of humans 
who contract Mad-cow disease, or bovine 
spongiforms encephalopathy (BSE) The 
disease has killed almost 200,000 cows in 
Europe, and a human strain has claimed 
ninety-four lives since the disease was dis- 
covered eleven years ago in an area called 
Pitsham Farm. Because the disease was 
easy to spread but difficult to trace, mil- 
lions more were infected when British ex- 
Porters shipped the ground carcasses of 
infected cows as feed for other cattle. The 
infected feed may have found its way into 
as many as eighty different countries, and 
millions of people have eaten the cattle that 

were raised on the infected feed. 
Recognizing the problem, the govern- 
ment of the United Kingdom and other Eu- 
Topean governments have taken important 


Steps to control BSE, and the number of 


treported cases of Mad-cow disease in Brit- 
ain is falling. However, even when Britain 
banned the use of deceased cows in cattle 
feed, it did not put a ban on importing the 
gruel. Up to a million tons of possibly in- 
fected cattle feed have been i to vari- 
Ous, Asian countries. ‘ 





recently reported their first cases of Mad- 
cow disease ever, and the United Nations 
has warned non-European countries to be 
wary of imported British beef. 

America has yet to report a single case 
of Mad-cow disease in cows or humans. 
That news, however, is not as reassuring 
as it sounds. There is no way of knowing 
how many cows or humans are incubating 
the disease without even knowing it. The 
symptoms of the disease may not appear 


_at all for up to five years, so infected cows 


that weren't displaying any symptoms 
could be slaughtered and eaten, infecting 
hundreds of humans. Also, while America 
has stricter laws than Britain had during 
its epidemic, Britain outlawed the sale of 
more dangerous meat (usually meat from 
the cow's spinal column). America has not 
outlawed the sale of this meat. 

While humans and cows appear to be 
safe from the disease so far, that doesn't 
mean that Mad-cow disease hasn't found 
its way across our borders. Recently, fed- 


_ eral agents seized two Vermont flocks with 


a total of 359 sheep. The sheep were taken 
in order to be killed and then tested for 
Mad-cow disease. The British cows that 


started the BSE epidemic may have gotten” 
i disease from sheep. 


So far, our "government is saying that 





Controversial Newspaper Ad 
Raises First Amendment Issues 


By Dan Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff 

An ad in the student newspaper of 
Brown University recently set off a chain 
of events that caused some students to fear 
for their safety. The ad, which many are 
calling racist, opposes reparations, or pay- 
ing blacks to compensate for what their an- 
cestors endured during slavery. 

The ad was titled "Ten Reasons Why 
Reparations for Slavery is a Bad Idea and 
Racist Too." It was formatted to look like 
the Bill of Rights of the Constitution. It 
stated that black Americans owe more to 
their country than their country owes to 
them. 

An African-American Brown student 
who had been involved in a protest relat- 
ing to the controversial ad was forced to 
flee from a dorm very suddenly on Thurs- 
day night after receiving an anonymous 
letter. The letter was accompanied by a dis- 
turbing photograph, which showed a young 
black boy with his arms in bandages and 
visible scars on his face and body. It had 
the message "Stop whining" written on it. 
According to Brown officials, the letter had 
been postmarked out-of-state. It was not 
clear exactly where the recipient of the let- 
ter went. 

Critics are saying that at least some of 
the blame for this situation should go to 
the Brown Daily Herald. All of the editors 
of the newspaper are white, and only one 
out of 150 staffers is black. These critics 
say that publishing the anti-reparations ad 
was a very insensitive act, especially con- 
sidering how few minorities work for the 
paper. The Coalition for Concerned Stu- 
dents responded to the ad by demanding 
that the paper drop the word "Brown" from 
its title, because while it is supposed to be 
printing news on behalf of the students, 
many students definitely would have been 
opposed to the ad. 

Many people have been receiving hate 
mail as a result of the ad. The Herald has 
been receiving telephone messages where 
the callers would call the newspaper racist 
and then hang up. When one of the editors 
left a notebook in the library, somebody 
wrote on it, "You profit off racism and lies." 







The ad has also stirred up racism that 
had been uncommon on the campus. Lewis 
Gordon, the director of Brown's Afro- 
American Studies program, had been very 
vocal on behalf of the student coalition. He 
received a racist voice mail, in which the 
caller spelled an ethnic slur using a cheer- 
leader-style chant, and then suggested that 
Gordon probably wouldn't be able to put 
the six letters together because he was "just 
naturally inferior." 

However, some are arguing that the 
newspaper had the right to publish the ad 
because of the First Amendment protec- 
tion of free speech. A new group has been 
formed at Brown: Students of Color 
Against Censorship. One supporter of their 
cause walked out of a discussion forum on 
Wednesday when she learned that report- 


_ ers from the Herald would not be able to 


cover it. 

The issue of free speech is not entirely 
clear, however. Recently, the United States 
Supreme Court refused to hear an appeal 
of its current position, which is that stu- 
dent newspapers do not have as many 
rights as professional ones. That case was 
somewhat different. The Supreme Court 
ruling prevented the University of 
Pittsburgh's paper, the Pitt News, from pub- 
lishing alcohol ads, in an effort to reduce 
binge drinking on college campuses. While 
this is a completely different situation, the 
Supreme Court's message applies to the 
Brown situation as well: if an ad could 
compromise the safety of students, then the 
paper may not publish it. 

Safety at Brown definitely was com- 
promised. Brown urged students who 
would be remaining on campus for spring 
break to warn campus police of any threat- 
ening messages. Shuttle and escort services 
are being provided over the vacation, 
which goes against standard protocol. 
Brown is worried about the safety of its 
students because of events set off by the 
ad published in its student newspaper. 
These events have brought up issues of 
racism that the Brown community, which 
is used to celebrating its diversity and tol- 
erance, is struggling to deal with. 
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Listening to Every Voice; Printing What You Need to Hear 


Irony Runs Rampant at CRLS 


On Friday, March 23, CRLS students poured their hearts out for over an 
hour. It was the final day of the Seeking Solutions Conference organized by 
the STARS program--more commonly known as "the week with all the assem- 
blies." Through songs, skits, dance and poetry students shared their feelings 
about the CRLS community and about society as a whole. Most of this out- 
pouring was geared towards acceptance and respect. Ah, the irony. You could 
look forward to the stage and hear messages of hope. Or you could listen to 
the students sitting in the audience. The whole program was completely over- 
powered by cat-calls, whistles, loud laughter at extremely inappropriate mo- 
ments, obnoxious singing, and, ultimately, riotous departure in the middle of a 
soft, gentle song. 

At an assembly about respect, some of the audience members were so 
phenomenally disrespectful it was astonishing. One really would have thought 
that highschoolers could handle someone saying the word "slut" on stage to 
make a point about social stigmas. But one would have been wrong, for this 
word was then repeated at decibals loud enough to shatter the windows for 
about five minutes, at which point it then brought on peals of raucous laughter, 
foot-stomping and yelling. Two words: grow up! This assembly was a won- 
derful opportunity to learn about acceptance in our school, and instead we as a 
community disrespected our fellow classmates in a manner of epic propor- 
tions. While this situation is amusingly ironic, it is truly intolerable. 

More irony at CRLS.... 

According to some sources, the city of Cambridge will be spending ap- 
proximately $17,000 per student by next September. And yet, many teachers 
complain of outdated textbooks, lack of supplies, (like chalk or staplers), lack 
of space, and lack of resources. The photography department has no photo 
paper, and teachers have been spending their own money to buy developing 
chemicals. And the good 'ole school newspaper had been working off one ri- 
diculously old, barely functional computer until just last week, (MARCH!), 
when a newer one was thankfully installed. The newspaper has larger fish to 
fry, however, for the staff is currently very concerned over the perilous lack of 
paper. 17,000 dollars per student and the newspaper has no paper. This re- 
porter chuckles in amazement. 


**Please note: The Register Forum extends its heartiest gratitude to the 
CRLS technical staff for the equipment we now have! Thank you. 


Teens with Guns 


In recent years, teen violence and homicide has escalated as headlines tell of 
the shootings in Pearl, Mississippi, Paducah, Kentucky, Littleton, Colorado, and 
Conyers, Georgia. These cover stories ring out so often today on TV news and in 
the papers that they have become almost routine, with one violent episode leading 
to another and another. Once again, we find ourselves asking that ever-unresolved 
question...why? Are guns, as posters and billboards scream out at us all over the 
area, too accessible for young people? Is it because, as one U.S. News article put 
it, the “adolescent brain is far from mature”? Perhaps these reasons partially explain 
the rash of teen violence that is plaguing our country. However, a pee 
strong, perhaps the strongest, influence comes from the media. 

The constant media attention given to horrific scenes of high school shooting 
creates wide spread publicity for not only the victim and the family, but also the 

While most teens may argue that they are not influenced by such displays, 

t be — eg i RY MI Te a 


and — 





Letter to the Editor: 
Carpe Cap 


by Andy Kitaeff 


What in fact is the “Hat Policy” at Cambridge Rindge and Latin? Yes, in 
the student handbook it states that wearing hats, caps, etc. in school is punish- 
able first by a warning, and after the second offense, detention and confiscation 
of the article. This is the policy on paper, but is this what happens in reality? 
No! Dozens of students at the school wear hats on a daily basis without any 
serious results. Rarely is a warning issued, and hardly ever does a student 
serve a detention. Yet there are times when kids are stopped, their name is 
recorded, and the article of clothing is confiscated. My issue with the hat policy 
is that if it is so loosely followed, why should there be a hat policy at all? The 
axiom, “It’s disrespectful to wear your hat inside,” is out of date. This is the 
21* century. The standard may have been tolerable a couple of decades ago, 
but by this point in our society, people should be allowed to express them- 
selves. Personally, I wear my hat because I like the Red Sox, and the style of 
the hat, so why should I have to take it off just because I am inside a building? 
My hat is what makes me ‘me’ ina large and diverse community such as CRLS. 
I can understand that if in a classroom setting, a teacher asks a student to take 
off their hat because it is disruptive, that the student should take the hat off out 
of respect for the teacher and the educational process. But while walking down 
the halls between classes, or while you’re on your way to lunch, a hat is simply 
not offensive. Students are being stopped, and given meaningless detentions 





just because they are wearing a hat. Shouldn’t security and teachers be worry- 


ing about more important matters than trying to confiscate someone’s hat? Other 
than being ‘disrespectful’ by wearing a hat in a public building,, what are the 
other reasons why students shouldn’t be allowed to wear a hat or cap? The hat 
is useful in so many ways. Wearing it shouldn’t be a punishable offense. The 
hat hides those bad hair days that so many of us have. The hat is a stylistic 
device, used by each individual for personal self-expression. Lastly, so many 
of us remember the metaphorical phrase, “Come on children, its time to learn 
now, so let’s put on our thinking cap.” The hat is a literal “thinking cap’ and 
thus wearing it shouldn’t be outlawed at any school. My proposal is this: Stu- 
dents are allowed to wear their hats in the building, but at the request of a 
teacher during a class period they must remove the hat. No more detentions, 
and no more meaningless harassment. Let hats be worn by one and all! 





supervision, and even on the ill mental state of the child killer. But below a certain 
age, how can a child be held responsible for actions that he or she may have only 
mimicked from television? It is ironic that while we’re given so many positive 
inspirations from the media, we’re also fed so many negative influences as well, 
rom the same source. While we may flip open an issue of People magazine to see, 
for example, a page length add for Camel cigarettes, at the same time, we might 
find a campaign ad urging us not to smoke. 

Ina lot of ways, our society is a very crazy and mixed up one brought mainly to 
us by the help of the media. However, this is not to say that the media is the sole 
cause of the issue of teen violence, nor is it to say that television and advertisements, 
which bring us so many other things other than violent images, are entirely bad and 
should be eliminated all together. When discussing issues such as teen homicide, it 
is important to consider all factors. A teen with access to a gun, with many social 
issues, with an adolescent brain that is far from mature, and who has just seen very 
graphic and very violent footage of the Colorado shootings, would be more likely 
to open fire on a crowd of schoolmates than a psychologically sane teen having 
witnessed the same violent scene. While a large percentage of teenagers may claim 
that any restraints on the media are unnecessary since most are not inspired to do 
anything controversial, the issue remains that for that one in a million students, the 
media’s graphic, gory, over-dramatic images do have an snpee and do enhance 
violence. 

In conclusion, the issue of our violence enhancing media is and will continue to 


be a difficult obstacle to work around. Living in a very liberal area such as in 





Massachusetts and furthermore, in Cambridge, we are often confused about what 
becomes an issue of free speech and what is merely an act of consideration and 
respect for not only a younger audience but also the whole of America. Furthermore, | 
violence is inevitable, since we can never truly regulate what our media displays, 
nor can we tell what will i inspire a given individual ‘to commit ie a hostile act. 


bi 
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Wrestling with 
Difficult Issues 


by Rachel Parkin 


Register Forum Staff 


A rather unusual murder case caught 
the public’s attention in the summer of 
1999. In Florida, then-12 year old Lionel 
Tate beat a 6 year old family friend, Tif- 
fany Eunick, to death with a table. This 
is a tragedy in and of itself, but what’s 
really provocative was Tate’s defense 
strategy: he’s innocent, it’s the World 
Wrestling Federation that’s guilty. The 
dilemma I see in this whole situation is 
whether a 12 year old should or even can 
take personal responsibility for all this. 

In the last few years there’s been a 
lot of controversy over inappropriate con- 
tent in the media that is targeted toward 
minors. From Jerry Falwell’s right-wing 
crusade against the supposedly gay 
Teletubbie to Marilyn Manson’s music 
being accused of contributing to the Col- 
umbine massacre, Hollywood and enter- 
tainment moguls have incurred a severe 
public backlash. 

Lionel Tate’s case was one of four 
where one child killed another in 1999 
that was blamed on pro wrestling. The 
argument made by Tate’s attorneys is the 
same as that made in most of these “the 
media made me do it” cases; his lawyer 
argues that Tate would never have 
slammed the little girl into a table had the 
WWE not made it seem though she would 
walk away from such treatment un- 


harmed. Apparently, they don’t believe 


in the possibility that a 12 year old should 
know that people get hurt when bashed 
into hard surfaces. 

Studies have shown that exposure to 
violent media does make children have 
more violent tendencies, but does that 
mean that it’s the only cause? I know 
many people who watch the WWF or 
other violent programs, and none of them 
go around killing little kids (I hope). 
Maybe ratings systems should be en- 
forced better to make sure kids don’t see 
these things until they can tell fantasy 
from reality, but parents also have a re- 
sponsibility to raise their own children. 

In my opinion, and it is only my opin- 
ion, those of us who enjoy watching TV 
other than PBS shouldn’t be penalized 
instead of kids who obviously have prob- 
lems they neéd to work out beyond watch- 
ing the wrong TV show. If you’re 12 and 
can’t separate fantasy from reality that 
should be a telling signal that some sort 
of intervention or positive therapy is 
needed anyway. 

Another issue that’s very murky was 


' the decision of the Florida courts to try 





Tate as an adult, for the charges of Ist 
degree murder. Now 14, Tate was con- 
victed for life in prison, without the pos- 
sibility of parole until he’s 38. This raises 
the question... is a 12 or 14 year old an 
adult? They don’t have any of the rights 
of an adult, but what if they commit a 
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by Gretchen Overholtzer 
Register Forum Staff 
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An Adventure at Cornell University... 


by Hannah Gerson 
Register Forum Correspondent 


You can tell Cornell students by the size 
of their calves. The corner store in Ithaca, 
New York is not down two blocks but 
more like two hills up. In order to get any- 
where on or off campus students have to 
hike. Maybe the Cornell campus is beau- 
tiful in the summer, but in the middle of 
February it is gloomy. The sky is gray 
and hangs heavily. The air is cold, and 
everything is at a distance. 

During the February break I traveled 


to Ithaca, New York to visit my friend, - 


Amy Gedal, CRLS graduate, and a jun- 
ior at Cornell University. I went with my 
classmate, Moises Martinez. We left Bos- 


-ton by bus at 8:20 A.M. and changed bus 


lines in the Port Authority in New York 
City. The Port Authority is huge, but if 
you go to the Information booth they’ ll 
direct you to the Short Line ticket office, 
and then to the buses. We didn’t arrive in 
Ithaca until 6:30 P.M. We were so glad to 
be off the bus. We were relieved to find 
Amy waiting with her friends to meet us. 


_ We dropped our stuff off at her apartment 


and went to a party. 

During the next couple of days we 
walked around Ithaca and saw some of 
the campus. We ate out, made spaghetti, 


met ‘Amy’s friends, and got some sense 


Peter Pan Busines © .~ ~~ © 


to be getting along. There is a significant 
gay and lesbian scene on campus. 

According to what some students told 
me, one must be superficial to get into the 
sororities. You have to wear black pants, a 
tube top or an open backed shirt. You then 
go to the sorority houses and they look you 
over to see if you are pretty enough. If you 
meet their requirements, you’re able to join. 

While walking to campus we crossed 
over a high bridge which spans a deep gorge. 
Amy said three to four students a year jump 
off the bridge into the gorge. 

Despite that statistics, Cornell Univer- 
sity does seem like a good place to get an 
education. It is an Ivy League school and it 
is extremely difficult to get into. It is espe- 
cially strong in the sciences. We visited one 
of Amy’s anatomy classes. It was such a big 
class, and the professor was at such a dis- 
tance from the back of the room that he had 
to use a microphone. 

Iam glad I visited Amy and saw Cornell, 
but I don’t want to go there. The setting is 
too rural for me. Ithaca feels isolated from 
big city life, and then there are those steep 
hills! 


If You Go... 
Getting There: A ee 





Boston to New eda 


Fashion in 
Action 


by Farah-Lissa Alexis 
Register Forum Correspondent 

“School is here for learning.” Of 
course we all know that, but this campus 
is not just all about the education. It’s 
about the books and the looks. We real- 
ize that there are a few people who take 
our hallways as a catwalk, but actually the 
way that we dress to school is really im- 
portant. 

Studies show that students who take 
extra time in the closet usually produce 
more in the classroom. Heard of the motto 
“Dress for Success”? That goes for all 
the carefree pupils that roll out of bed and 
come straight to class with whatever they 
had on the night before. No, No, No! It’s 
understandable that we all have our bad 
hair—woke up late—don’t feel well days. 
But this constant routine to throw on your 
bedroom slippers and head out on the 
street is just simply NOT CUTE! 

There is no need for a building full 
of runway models, but a corridor of sleep- 
walkers is not helping much either. 
Though it is cool to feel comfortable, 
people often do not realize their appear- 
ance affects those who are around them. 
Personally, my attitude is sometimes in 
reflection of the environment I amin. And_ 
if I am bombarded by Miss “Grandma™ 
look-alike” with her slippers and head 
wrap all day, lam bound to get a “slacky,” 
lazy attitude towards the day and my 
work. 

The way that we dress ee who 
we are about. As students, we want to 
project to society our qualities of ambi- 
tion and enthusiasm to learn. This can be 
expressed through a clean shirt, neat hair, 
and good hygiene. So, before you decide 
to pick up and go, check to see if your 
apparel fits in the “Do’s or Don’ts” 

Do’s 

> Iron your clothes 

= Bring a back pack 
Wear clothes.right side our 
x Color coordinate — 

DRS. Comb/brush ae 


>»; * Leave without showering 


sp 38 Wear prom dresses or tux to school _ 


2 Wear night caps toclass 
= Decorate face like a Christmas tree é 
ee Wear clothes tens sizes to big or too 
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Picturing 
Pollock 


by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 
Register Forum Staff 


c/o Provincetown Arts Magazine 





My grandmother, Helen 
Frankenthaler, is played by a former 
Victoria's Secret supermodel; I liked the 
movie. Although I never knew Pollock 
personally, my grandfather, Robert 
Motherwell, worked with him on several 
occasions. My knowledge of Jackson Pol- 
lock consists of readings, conversations 
with his fellows, the phenomenon of fac- 
ing a canvas he once touched, and the new 
Ed Harris film entitled Pollock. 

Jackson Pollock is an ideal subject for 
a film, because he personified irony. His 
first ‘drip’ painting is shown in the film as 
an accident. Similarly, the fatal drunken 
car crash that cost him his life could be 
called an accident too. This irony is veri- 
fied in one of his most famous statements: 
“T don’t use the accident, because I deny 
the accident.” Yet one could declare that 
both the beginning and the end of Pollock’s 
life as an artist were the result of an acci- 
dent. 

Hans Hoffman used to refer to the 
“force impelled void” - a form of painting 
in which the object is dissolved partly in a 
lost-and-found effect with the background. 
The concept created a certain nothingness. 
Pollock himself seemed to possess a cer- 
tain ‘nothingness’ - a hole in the canvas of 
his innermost self that he painted with al- 
cohol, or whatever else allowed him to es- 
cape the current lamentable moment. 

Pollock is a film about alcoholism 
more than it is about Pollock’s work. It 
portrays Pollock as a man governed by fear. 
His fear of intimacy, his dread of failure. 
and his misunderstanding of love are all 
captured in the film. Many say that it was 
Pollock’s audacity to be original that led 
to his success as a painter. However, I 
would argue that it wasn’t so much cour- 
age as it was necessity that led to his tri- 
umph as an artist. 

If Pollock does not flatter Mr. Pol- 
lock himself, it certainly recognizes Lee 
Krasner. Although Pollock exhibited a fear 

_of intimacy, he wed artist Lee Krasner in 


_ 1942. The film portrays Krasner as being 


in Pollock’s success. When 


nstrumenta 


roca ibing Lee Krasner, Robert 
{ ell once said: “His wife often 
p for him, in a protective but not 


arts and entertainment 


make judgments about a woman who re- 
mains with an alcoholic, verbally abusive 
husband. However, I believe that the Pol- 
lock/Krasner relationship was deeper than 
that. Ithad to have been deeper than that. 
Krasner often said that she never felt as 
though she was the student, and Jackson 
was her teacher. If I had to find words to 
describe their relationship, I would call it 
an ‘intellectual advocacy.’ When asked 


what her relationship with Pollock has 
meant to her, Krasner said: “I gave a whole 
lot to the relationship, but I received a lot, 
too. It’s very nice to have someone you 
can really share things with. We had to- 
gether a general, big understanding of the 
meaning of art and what our interests were. 
And when things were peaceful, there was 
a quietness and a calm that I haven’t ex- 
perienced since.” However, both Pollock 
the artist and Pollock the husband were 
unpredictable. Within the fiery moments 
of his drinking bouts, Pollock would say 
to Lee: “Think of it as a storm, and it will 
be over.” But even without the alcohol, 
the ‘ism’ still remained. Nevertheless, Lee 
Krasner had faith in both sides of Pollock. 
Perhaps Lee Krasner was one of the weak- 
est or strongest women who ever lived. 

The biggest thrill of the film is un- 
doubtedly when Pollock makes the ‘acci- 
dental drip’ that will change both his indi- 
vidual history, and the history of Ameri- 
can Art. Perhaps the strongest points in 
Pollock are captured in the moments of 
silence. Several scenes exemplify this: the 
painting on the floor, his childhood reflec- 
tions, and a broadcasted interview in 
which he has trouble articulating his 
thoughts. 

When reading Pollock’s letters, it is 
clear that his verbal skills could use im- 
provement. The film touches upon this in 
a scene where Pollock is broadcasting a 
live interview. It becomes apparent that 
Pollock has trouble articulating his 
thoughts. Jackson Pollock expressed him- 
self through his painting. That is why 
people such as Robert Motherwell, Barnett 
Newman, Clement Greenberg, Peggy 
Guggenheim, and Lee Krasner were so 
vital to Pollock’s success. These individu- 
als held the power to express in words 
what Pollock himself could only express 
on canvas. ‘ 

If Jackson Pollock had not been the 
first to make the ‘dripping breakthrough,” 
it is probable that someone else would 
have. Would they have become famous? 
How does time influence an artist’s abil- 
ity tocreate? Visual artists are not the only 
ones who struggle with such problems. 


After watching Pollock, it seems as 
though I am able to see deeper into paintings. 
I am filled with a sense of not only the im- 
ages that appear in front of me, but the faded 
images behind the canvas. Now, each drip 
becomes a fear, a loathing, a necessity. I could 
say that the film focuses too much on Jack- 
son the alcoholic as opposed to Pollock the 
painter. But there is a subtle sensation when 
Pollock is shown painting that cannot be ig- 
nored. It is as if in those moments of sobri- 
ety, Pollock was in touch with his nature. He 
once told Hans Hoffman, “I am nature.” In 
a letter to the German poet, Rainer Maria 
Rilke, a woman once said: "You are not my 
favorite poet, you are poetry itself." Similarly, 
Jackson Pollock is not my favorite abstract 
artist; Jackson Pollock is abstraction himself. 


his artwork and relationships through- 
out his career. His wife, Lee Krasner 
(Marcia Gay Harden), seemed intrigued 
by his art. The film portrayed her as his 
biggest supporter, sometimes loving 
Pollock’s art as much as Pollock him- 
self. Krasner did her best to control 
Pollock’s drinking, for she knew that al- 
coholism could be the cause of the 
downfall of his career. Perhaps she did 
not anticipate that this fatal disease 
would be the cause of her husband’s 
death. Pollock’s life ended in a drunken 
car-crash. 

I think that the movie was superb. 
Perhaps what made it so special was 
those ‘tiny moments’ that many noncha- 
lant viewers may take for granted. 
Pollock’s humility is shown when he 
finds a stranded dog, and rushes him to 
the vet. Nevertheless, it is not difficult 
for him to become arrogant when he is 
asked to make a painting for Pegg 
Guggenheim. Pollock stares at the large 
canvas for what seems like an eternity, 
which results in a series of furious 
strokes. The silence cuts through ev- 
erything, and silently creates a language 
of its own. ; 

Before I saw Pollock, I had little ap- 
preciation for modern art, because I 
didn’t consider it to be ‘real art.’ Nev- 
ertheless, after seeing Pollock, I became 
enthralled by abstract expressionism. 
Ironically speaking, this film has made 
me think seriosly about becoming an 
artist myself. Pollock is an inspiration. 


picture: http://www.movies.com 


Movie Review 


Pollock 


by Patty Pforte 
Register Forum Staff 


As a person who never had a deep affin- 
ity towards modern art, the film Pollock has 
sparked a new interest deep within me. 
Pollock’s alcoholism and mental instability 
made him a shy but soulful man whose talent 
could not be contained on the pallet alone. 
Pollock (Ed Harris) showed an eclectic style 
and desperate emotion that influenced both 


Artist of the Month 
Hugh Blaisdell 
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May’s Artist of the Month is Hugh Blaisdell. He is a student in the senior 
portfolio art class. This is his second year of taking art class in CRLS. The first was 


years 


secede Art Isiu of Boston 
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Whovih el ae eat 


The Hotel Play 


by Patty Pforte 
Register Forum Staff 


The curtains had not even risen at 
the Hancock Theater, but the huge 
crowd knew that this would be an 
amazing performance of Cambridge 
Rindge and Latin's "Hotel Play" for the 
final round of Drama Festival 2001. 

Cambridge arrived on stage bring- 
ing energy, laughter and intensity to the 
theater. Cambridge had the audience 
excited, especially the obnoxious 
school, who will remain nameless, that 
was mocking the CRLS production 
throughout the show. 

The other plays, in my opinicn, 
were simply less entertaining, lacked 
creativity, and were pure spontaneity. 

Many truly felt as though Cam- 
bridge Rindge and Latin should have 
come in first or second out of the fif- 
teen schools who were competing in 
the festival. However, the judges felt 
differently, and Cambridge went home 
disappointed. 

Even though Cambridge did not 
win, Cambridge Rindge and Latin is 

_ proud of everbody who participated in 
the "Hotel Play." 


Interview With Jake 
Alexander 


by Rebecca Motherwell Swanson 
Register Forum Staff 


RS: Please describe your character in “The 
Hotel Play.’ 


JA: He’s the clerk of the hotel in question. 
He’s quite a guy! (laughing) I would say 
‘that he has two halves. When he puts on 
his uniform, it’s as though he’s putting on 
a mask - he becomes a hospitable gentle- 
man. However, when he’s ‘himself’ he 
tries to seduce the female hotel guests. 


RS: In what ways are you similar to your 
character? 


JA: When things don’t go my way I get 
frustrated. I’m also good at telling people 
what they want to hear. : 


RS: How much direction were you given” 


with your character, and how much free- 
dom did you have to follow your own will? 


JA: A lot of both, if that makes and sense. 


The majority was left up to me. The Di-_ 






‘us: 


rae 


arts and entertainment 


performance. 


RS: ‘The Hotel Play’ has numerous sexual 
undertones. Obviously, this has not pre- 
vented you from earning a place in the fi- 
nals. Nevertheless, are you worried that 
this will be an issue for the judges? 


JA: No, I’m not. There’s no graphic nu- 
dity of any sort. When taken in the con- 
text of the play, the humor takes prece- 
dence over the sexual factor. Sex just be- 
comes one more ‘weird thing’ that’s hap- 
pening. 


RS: If you were to choose one theme to 
best summarize “The Hotel Play,’ what 
would it be? 


JA: I would say that the basic theme, as 
in most absurdist comedy, is essentially 
how ridiculous life is. It suggests that 
communication and morality have no real 
basis in reality. 


RS: What do you plan to do differently in 
your next performance? 


JA: I’m going to try to keep the pace more 
rapid throughout the cafe scene. I need to 
be more active in the bar scene. I also 
want to make the parrot scene funnier. 


RS: It’s sounds like you’re your own most 
difficult judge! (laughing) Progress, not 
perfection. 


RS: What drives you towards the stage? 


JA: I’m always learning new things, and 
experiencing things I’ve never experi- 


enced anywhere else. I believe it’s a posi- 


tive outlet. 


RS: Is acting something you plan to pur- 
sue in college? 


JA: Yes, it’s what I want to pursue in life. 


RS: Well, thank you, Mr. Alexander. I 
wish you and the entire cast of “The Ho- 
tel Play’ the best of luck. Furthermore, I 
wish you all the best in your dramatic pur- 
suits. 





Movie Review 


Enemy at the 
Gates 


by Caitlin Bergin 
Register Forum Staff 


Enemy at the Gates is a stunning por- 
trayal of the Battle of Stalingrad in World 
War II. But as a war movie this differs 
because, surprisingly, there are no Ameri- 
cans. Often the brave Americans capture 
glory as they storm over the ruthless Nazi 
Germans; however this is a tale of Rus- 
sian victory, one which is often left out in 
the vivid tales of Allied victories. 


more gruesome is the shots 


ned, storming into Nazi 


cal Officer Danilov (Joseph Fiennes) dis- 
covers a "hero" in Vassili (Jude Law), a 
recruit from the Urals, who learned how 
to shoot by practicing on wolves that en- 
dangered his sheep. When the commander 
of the battle, Nikita Khrushchev (Bob 
Hoskins) asks for suggestions to get the 
soldiers to fight more courageously, 
Danilov proposes a scheme of propaganda, 
and the poorly educated little shepherd-boy 
becomes a national hero, as his exploits 
against the Germans are published by 
Danilov for all to see. 

There is one problem with this 
scheme, and it comes in the form of Major 
Konig (Ed Harris), the Germans' best sharp 
shooter, who has been brought in for one 
reason: kill Vassili. The Germans want to 
crush the Russian resistance, and by tak- 
ing out Vassili, the hero of the people, they 
hope morale will be low enough to win 
the battle and forge even deeper into Rus- 
sia. This game of wits and skill becomes 
the focus of the film, as the two hunt each 
other down through the ruined streets of 
Stalingrad. 

Through rubble and blasted factories 
the two track each others’ moves strategi- 
cally, waiting for the first and last shot. 
As Vassili, Jude Law does an excellent job 
portraying the fear and anxiety of a young 
recruit thrown into battle fields. He con- 
vincingly shows his fear of not being good 
enough, and of possibly letting his coun- 
try down. 

However, throughout the suspenseful 
game of cat and mouse, there is a distract- 
ing love triangle between Vassili, Danilov, 
and Tania (Rachel Weisz), a friend of a 
family and fellow sniper, who Vassili 
befriends.The clumsy story, and Daniloy's 
obsession, though acted very well by 
Fiennes, are a flaw of the movie. Though 
the story is presented as a true tale, I find 
it unlikely that Vassili was out trying to 
save the city, with his lover right behind 


Fun With Words 


Have fun solving these word problems! 


Will Survivor 
"Outlast" the 
Competition? 


by Carrie Kindlegerger 
Register Forum Staff 


Survivor - I am very disappointed with Sur- 

vivor. It seems the "Outplay, out wit, outlast" 
mantra was forgotten as players ignored strategy 
at tribal council, and reverted to a junior high 
school popularity contest, voting off Jerri, the 
actress, mainly because she was "mean." And 
now poor Amber is left to wander camp like a 
lost golden retriever searching for her master. | 
just hope that Elizabeth and Rodger can get their 
acts together and join with Amber. Otherwise 
the three will be voted off one by one. While 
some may argue Elizabeth has the brains to pull 
it off, 1am suspect of the intelligence of any Sur- 
vivor who chooses a homemade rag hat as their 
luxury item. After all, they voted off Jerri not 
only because she was mean, but also because her 
survival item was a bongo drum. I'd say it's only 
a matter of time. 
Boot Camp - After only two episodes of Boot 
Camp, I feel that the commercials were a bit mis- 
leading. I mean, with all the yelling and the push 
ups and great lines like "Save the drama for your 
mama," I expected blood and tears. So far, the 
only tears were fake, the only blood was in some 
weird infection that did not have anything to do 
with the work, and the only sweat was that drip- 
ping off the drill seargents' faces as they 
screamed. The best part of the -show thus far has 
been watching the pure joy a drill sergent took in 
biting the head off a ballon poodle. Reality TV 
does not get any better than that. 

My excitement is mounting for the start of 
The Weakest Link. It encompasses usless infor- 
mation of Who Wants to be a Millionaire with 
the "out last" strategy of Survivor. And plus, that 
lady is much meaner than any of those weak drill 
seargents on Boot Camp. She could probably 
take on Jeff Probst and Regis at the same time. 
She is just that good. 
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Track Team 
Looks to 


Continue the 
Tradition 


by Adam Zeisel 
Register Forum Staff 


Spring track is ready to roll, as ath- 
letes have begun their training for the long 
season ahead. Outdoor track athletes go 
through hours of practice to get ready for 
whatever challenges they might face. Se- 
niors are focused to give it their all one 
last time with the pride of Cambridge on 
their side, and under-classmen are eager 
to make their mark in Cambridge history. 
Both the girls and boys track teams are con- 
fident in defending their GBL titles, along 
with going after State titles in May. "This 
season should be fun,” says coach Jamalh 
Prince. "We have a lot of young talent, but 
we are also looking for the leadership and 
intensity of our veterans to carry us to a 
championship." 

After coming off an amazing indoor 
track season, co-captain Stanley Pierre- 
Louis is a favorite to win the state title in 
the 330 hurdles, and will play a vital role 
on numerous relay teams. Many athletes 
from the indoor team have made the com- 
mitment to continue on into the outdoor 
season: Timmy Harding (the top 50 meter 
and long jump runner in the State, return- 
ing for next year's indoor season), Hal 
Ryerson, Jason Ramos, Zack 
Habtemichael, and many other great ath- 
letes. 

On the girls' side, Nora Sullivan, 
Alyssa Tingle, Sarah Izbitz and Neressa 
Henry are confident the team will be ready 
for victory come State meet time. "In all 
four years that I have been running, this is 
the team with the most potential,” said se- 
nior Alyssa Tingle. "This year there. are 
more girls running than in past years. This 
allows us to be strong in every race. I am 
looking forward to what we can do.” 

Neressa Henry, who had a remarkable 
indoor season, but suffered a broken toe at 
the end of the season, is optimistic about 
her health and the upcoming season. "I was 
disappointed about my injury, but after giv- 
ing it time to heal I am ready to get back to 
where I was before. Everyday we are get- 
ting stronger and becoming more of a team. 


As we get closer to the State Meet, we hope 


" to be the team to beat. " 

The future of the girls and boys track 
teams looks strong. Come support the two 
teams as they battle Revere on April Sth in 
the season opener! 


CRLS Tennis 
Team 


by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff — 

The CRLS tennis team is looking for- 
ward to the upcoming season. The Falcons 
ended last season with two losses to GBL 
rivals, The Arlington Spy Ponders. Plac- 

_ ing second in the league, the squad is shoot- 
eee seed in the 





Falcons Forum 


has already showed that CRLS tennis has 
a bright future. 

Liam Crane, first singles and co-cap- 
tain, said this about the new season, “ I 
am really excited about this season. We 
are balanced in every spot. With the lead- 
ership of the seniors and the great coach- 
ing of Ward Gay, we will have a great sea- 
son.” Come watch Bojangles and the rest 
of the tennis team. 


The Day After 


by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 


Major League Baseball has serious 
economic problems. The World Series has 
basically been turned into an auction. 

The Florida Marlins spent huge 
amounts of money in 1997 to basically buy 
the World Series. The huge payroll 
couldn’t be supported by the meager fan 
base, the Marlins didn’t even sell out 
World Series games. Owner Wayne 
Hizeunga had bought the World Series, but 
he had wasted millions of dollars doing it. 

The Red Sox would be in the same 
situation if not for 82 years of misery. Red 
Sox fans are diehards, and until the Sox 
win the World Series, Fenway Park will 
continue to sell out. The Red Sox could 
charge $50 for a bleacher seat and still sell 
out. Why? Because Boston sports fans 
love nothing more than to cry about their 
sorry situation. If the Red Sox actually 
won the World Series, I would say about 
three fourths of their fan base would dis- 
appear. Red Sox fans would be wander- 
ing the streets, nothing to whine about, no- 
body to criticize, and no point in life. 

Some say Red Sox fans have an infe- 
riority complex. I just think they we have 
fun being angry. For example, say I go to 
a game and Manny hits a homerun, Pedro 
pitches great, and the Red Sox win. Ok, I 
have fun and go home happy. Now, say I 
go to a game and Craig Grebek makes five 
errors, Wakefield gives up two monsterous 
home-runs, and Roger Clemens strikes out 
15 Red Sox batters. I can now curse 
Wakefield and his mother at the top of my 
lungs, call Clemens an “adjective traitor,” 
and also make fun of Craig Grebek's mul- 
let. If I don’t feel like being a jerk, I can 
just sit back and listen to other fans shout 
nonsensical drunken insults at the sorry 
Sox. I’ll probably be the witness to a good 
bleacher brawl, and when I’m leaving I 
can complain as much as I want about the 
$36 dollar rip off tickets. 

Red Sox Nation feeds off this type of 
misery. The life cycle of a diehard Red Sox 
fan is as follows: Spring Traing starts in 
Feburary and hope springs eternal. All the 
pain, agony, and frustration of last year is 
forgotten. This optimism slowly fades 
throughout the season. By the time the Red 
Sox choke at the end of the season, people 
are really upset. This anger carries. 


Warriors Vs. 
Falcons 


by Eddie Crane 
Register I Forum Staff 


Sind 5 pepe Fl ents Yes cy 
s a drastic ch 
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The CRLS Warriors were proud ath- 
letes. The phrase “warrior pride” was a 
rallying cry throughout the student body. _ 
Despite being one of the most dominant 
high school programs in the state, the 
CRLS Warriors had a fatal flaw: a little 
picture of a man with a headdress. 

This picture was the CRLS logo. 
The word “warrior” may not have given 
this image, but the logo confirmed that 
the word “warrior” meant Indian war- 
rior. Native American students and oth- 
ers were offended by this image. Every- 
one knows the brutal history of 
oppresion towards Native Americans. 
Native American culture is being pushed 
closer to the edge with every passing 
generation. A few students with Native 
American blood were sick of their heri- 
tage merely being used to represent 
American sports teams. They also didn’t 
enjoy pictures of Indian chiefs being 
symbolic of names like “Savages”, 
“Redskins”, and “Warriors.” 

A petition went around the school 
and it caused quite a controversy. This 
being a very politically correct school, 
most students supported changing the 
name and the logo. Yet some athletes and 
administrators didn’t want to fiddle with 
the CRLS tradition. There was some talk 
of changing the logo but not the name, 
but eventually the decision was reached 
to change the name. To decide what the 
new name for CRLS athletics would be 
the school had a vote. Out of the vote 
came a resounding winner, The Falcons. 
From 1990 on all CRLS teams would 
be the Falcons instead of the Warrrios. 
Fortunately, the school colors were also 


changed, from yellow and brown to silver and 
- black. 

Under their new title, the Falcons con- 
tinued the tradition of dominance. Many of 
the banners hanging in the field house are in 
the silver and black of the Falcon era, but a 
few remnants still sport the brown and gold 
of the Warrior generation. 


Mike Jarvis 
Coming to Town 


by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 


On Friday, May 11, 2001 at 8pm, 
WHO-YA-WIT? Productions will be present- 
ing the 3 annual Mike Jarvis Alumni/ Ce- 
lebrity Basketball Event and Jarvis Day Clinic 
to benefit the Mike Jarvis Student/ Athlete 
Scholarship Fund. The event will be held at 
the War Memorial Gymnasium located at the 
Cambridge Rindge and Latin High School. 

This event will prove to attract a number 
of constituents and basketball fans from in and 
around the Boston area and will focus on the 
idea of helping those in our community 
through athletics and. academics. 

This year, we are broadening our scope 
in getting as many people and organizations 
involved in what we feel is our true mission 
to help our community. 

Ticket Prices for this year’s event are: 
Adults - $6 and Minors - $3. The Jarvis Day 


Clinic will be held on Friday, May 11 from 
1lam to lpm at the high school. 

Your participation and support will help 
make these events a huge success and sup- 
port the academic and athletic development 
of our Cambridge youth. 





Boston Red Sox 





Martinez Saat 
Cone Wakefield 
Saberhagen O'Leary 
ae Bichette 
Garciaparra ee 

Merloni 
Everett Word Search Ramirez 
Valentin j Lewis 
Offerman by David Percoco Gaiees 
Nixon 













































Meee 





A 
J 





[| vw} 
faut 


A 









Vv 


IF | 

>< | 

| 

e |e | 

fo |= [0 | 


0 | 
| 
| 
e | 
A [m [x fo |= | [< | | 


IR|z[k [RI 
[ojale lal 
[p[x|zla| 
LR |M| P| K| 
lals|clalR 
Ix{z[H[y[R| 
[J {ofa} x| i [+] 
INlalx}y{yful 1 














[= [> fe |m [3 | 


ixlelalziolvialeln 
lalela] sk] viwly|4 
[s|r{z/al 4|k|ele|K 
x|H/o]z/¥] ul |W 
BAW TIC HM.) 
lel i{ujolvie|«|z 








a [< [m [m [> Jo [2 [e | 
m | Je |> |< |c [x | 















< 





ie|tlulP|e|xjala 












( 





soeaS0nes 
=e Pek 


April 2001 Register Forum Page 11 





The Senior Prom is coming up on Friday, May 18th! 


Buy your tickets now--at the Bagel Bench 
during Lunches A and B, until Thursday, May 3rd. 
The cost is $47 and a $25 deposit is required. 


Rent your prom tuxedo at Prom 2001 


Gingiss Formalwear and you'll get... ct 
; gingissprom.com 
and... buy ¢ et One 


One ticket, 
i FREE t 
M/ 
ae 


SixFlags: 


NEW ENGLAND 


25 OFF ww 
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EAST CAMBRIDGE 
SAVINGS BANK 


A Symbol of Community Strength Since 1854 


Belmont ¢ Cambridge ¢ Somerville 
617.354.7700 


www.ecsb.com 





Member FDIC/Member DIF 
The first $100,000 per depositor is insured by the FDIC; all deposits above this amount are 
__ insured by the Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). 
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RSTA Has a 
New Leader 


by Farzana Musa 
Register Forum Staff 

On May 17th I had the pleasure of 

meeting the new director of RSTA, Mr. 
-Stephen R. Spofford. He is a warm, coop- 
erative, pleasant, friendly and interesting 
person. 

He graduated from Martha's Vineyard 
High School in Massachusetts, after which 
he joined the Navy and spent four years in 
the military. Then he went to Florida Jun- 
ior College where he got an art degree. 
Then he went to Florida State University 
where he got his bachelor's degree in in- 
dustrial art education. After that he moved 
to Georgia and got his master's degree in 
education, vocational and career develop- 
ment at Georgia State University. 

Mr. Spofford started out his career as a 
graphic arts teacher at Marietta High School 
in Georgia for eighteen years. From 1993- 
1995 he was an Assistant Principal/Voca- 
tional Director at Marietta High School in 
Georgia. He was responsible for twelve vo- 
cational programs including staff, curricu- 
lum, budget, equipment selection and pur- 
chase. He also designed and coordinated 
the renovation of the Graphic Arts and Tech- 
nical Education facility. 

From 1995-1999, he worked as.an-As- 
sistant Principal and Vocational Director at 
Carrollton High School in Georgia. He de- 
signed and supervised construction of a new 
Mass Media, Graphic Arts, and Business 
Education Program. He also created a 
school career center and formed an active 
business and industry partnership. 

Then in 1999, he became the Director 
of Operations and Technology in Buford 
City School, Georgia. He was responsible 
for the day-to-day operation of the 2200 stu- 





Mr. Stephen aes the new director of RSTA 
(staff photo) 


dent Buford City School system. He de- 
signed, supervised construction and 
equipped a new graphic arts lab and a new 
CADD lab at Buford High School. He also 
developed, designed and coordinated imple- 
mentation of a $1,000,000 system-wide tech- 
nology plan. 

Right now he is the director of RSTA. 
He just arrived here a couple of weeks ago 
and he has many plans for RSTA. He wants 
to make sure that students get what they want 
or are looking for, so they can be successful 
when they graduate. Also he wants to help 
students decide the kind of career they want. 
and provide all those opportunities through 
RSTA. 

His vision for RSTA is based on four 
things: 
1. Quality- state-of-the-art facilities that are 
clean 
2. State-of-the-art equipment 
3. Teachers who are passionate about what 
they teach to students and the well being of 
the students 
RSTA, continued on page 2 


Students Unite to Protest 
Wages at Harvard 


By Dan Rubin-Wills 

Register Forum Staff 
If your daily routine involves 
‘walking through Harvard Yard, then you 
saw it. A makeshift village of tents was set 
up for three weeks outside Massachusetts 
Hall by students to protest Harvard 
University’s treatment of its workers. They 
lobbied for a living wage for service em- 
ployees, and their sit-in recently ended on 
May 9, when a compromise was reached. 
Harvard agreed to form a 20-person com- 
mittee to make recommendations on the 
university’s policies towards its employees. 
_ Currently, wages for janitors and 
service employees begin at $6.75 an hour. 
_ These employees reported visiting soup 


kitchens, food pantrjes, and homeless shel- 
ters, as well as rummaging through 
dumpsters. In order to provide food for their 
families, many also had to take second jobs, 
and were not able to spend time with their 
families as a result. 

The protestors argued fat there 
was certainly no shortage of money that 
Harvard could have been spending on its em- 
ployees. With an endowment of $19 billion, 
Harvard is currently the world’s richest uni- 
versity. However, even though it was refus- 
ing to pay its employees the $10.25 mini- 
mum wage set by the Cambridge City Coun- 
cil, Harvard said it was not completely ig- 
noring its employees’ complaints. 
Harvard protests, continued on page 3 


81 Juniors Inducted into 
National Honor Society 


by Jessica Rubin- Wills 
Register Forum Staff 

On Monday, April 30, 81 juniors were 
inducted into the Derry-Wood chapter of 
the National Honor Society at CRLS. This 
year, for the first time, the ceremony was 
held in the evening so that more parents 
and family members wouid be able to cel- 
ebrate their students’ 
achievements. 

The theme of the 
evening was the passing of 
the traditions and values of 
the NHS to the new induct- 
ees. The current senior of- 
ficers welcomed the juniors and outlined 
the four pillars of the NHS. President 
Nikias Stefanakis spoke about leadership, 
the obligation for students to be role mod- 
els for others at CRLS and take an active 
part in the community. Silvia Snow-Tho- 
mas, the Vice President, described the re- 
sponsibility to demonstrate good charac- 
ter in everyday life. Secretary Alexandra 
Photopoulos talked about the third pillar, 
which is scholarship. Students in the NHS 
are expected to be dedicated to their aca- 
demic work and to maintain a grade point 
average of at least 87. 

~~ Finally, Treasurer Margaret Levy de- 
scribed service, which is in many ways the 
heart of the NHS. All members complete 
40 hours of community service, which in 
the past has included volunteering at hos- 
pitals or tutoring centers and answering 
phones at the WGBH pledge drive. NHS 
members often make themselves available 
to help out at community events, whether 
they are working at City Hall during elec- 
tions, serving as tour guides at parent open 


List of 
NHS Inductees 


Page 2 





houses, or reading words at elementary 
school spelling bees. In addition, the NHS 
holds a food drive each winter as well as 
fundraisers for charity. 

The importance of service was also 
stressed by featured guest speaker Joseph 
McCarthy, Associate Dean of the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard Univer- 
sity. He encouraged stu- 
dents to thank their parents 
and families for their sup- 
port, and he reminded 
them, "To whom much is 
given, much is expected." 
He also quoted the famous 
words of John F. Kennedy: "Ask not what 
your country can do for you, ask what you 
can do for your country." 

After reciting a pledge in which they 
promised to uphold the ideals of the National 
Honor Society, the students were presented 
with membership cards and certificates. 
Maria Athanassiou, the NHS faculty advi- 
sor, made the presentations along with Su- 
perintendent Bobbie D'Alessandro, Princi- 
pal Paula Evans, and the NHS Faculty Coun- 


‘cil (Larry Poirier, Jane Scorza, Michele 


Snow, Kathleen Wamness, Lynn Williams, 
and Jennifer Yuhas). Students and their 
families then attended a reception in the caf- 
eteria, with food provided by the staff and 
students of the Culinary Arts program. 
The new inductees are now beginning 
to fulfill their community service and lead- 
ership responsibilities as NHS members. 
Recently, on May 17, a large group of stu- 
dents helped out at the Mayor's Senior Citi- 
zen Annual Picnic Luncheon. 
NHS, continued on page 2 
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STARs to 
Remember 


by Adam Zeisel 
Register Forum Staff 


This year was a great success for ev- 
eryone involved in the STARs program. All 
of the freshmen health classes got trained 
in sexual harassment prevention, teen dat- 
ing violence prevention, and substance 
abuse prevention. Many of the students in 
the program took time out of their busy 
schedules to go into advising classes to talk 
with the kids about school life and any 
problems that they were having. It was a 
great chance for the underclassmen to ask 
questions to the seniors and to learn from 
what they had gone through. 

The annual conference was also a 
great success. There were many wonder- 
ful speakers that shared their stories 
through various media. Mikey Fawlen stole 
the show with a one-man dramatic perfor- 
mance. The performance was emotional 
and affected each person at some level. The 
conference closed out with a musical per- 
formance by the vocal ensemble. 

The seniors’ final project was to pro- 
duce a legacy project that outlined all of 
the lessons that we taught this year, but with 
their own creative twist. These projects 
will be used to help teach next year's 
STARs, in turn making the program run 
more smoothly. - On behalf of all the se- 
niors, we wish good luck to all those in the 
program next year, and thanks to all who 
participated in the conference and trainings 
this year. Farewell, Ms. Taxe, and good 
luck to the class of 2001! 


New RSTA Director 
Explains His Goals 


RSTA, continued from page | 


4. Acurriculum that will allow students to 
capture a true sense of the occupation they 
are pursuing. The curriculum will require 
certain skills and knowledge that will al- 
low students to succeed in the industries. 

On Tuesday, May 1Sth, Mr. Spofford 
was introduced to the School Committee. 
He wants everyone to know that he under- 
stands the rich history of RSTA. One of 
his responsibilities is to make sure the 
legacy of the past lives on in the future. 
After reading about the rich history of the 
institution, he hopes to use lessons from 
the past to guide him in the future so he 
can make sure not to make the same mis- 
take twice. 

Mr. Spofford feels that the mayor, the 
School Committee, the superintendent, the 
teachers, the principal and everyone he has 
had contact with are "absolutely 100% 
committed to making RSTA all that it can 


be.” He wants to meet the leaders of busi-- 


ness industries in this town. He knows they 
are willing to give the help and they are 
just waiting to be asked, and Mr. Spofford 
is planning on asking. 

He enjoyed meeting some of the stu- 
dents. He had some good conversations 
with them and he found them to be friendly. 
He thinks students everywhere in the world 
seem to be the same._He has been in sev- 
eral different schools and found out that 
students have the same dreams, the same 
ambitions, and the same enthusiasm. The 
ingredients never change, and they all have 
the same goal of success. Everybody just 
takes a different path to get there. 

When asked about the situation about 
the auto shop, Mr. Spofford said that the 
state Department of Education has certain 
standards and temporarily RSTA does not 
meet those standards. Because of this, the 
program is not sanctioned by the state. 
Therefore it was an administrative decision 
to close the auto shop. There will be a class 
on automotive, but it will be an elective 
called "Transportation," with a different 
kind of curriculum. He also said he will 
try his best to meet state guidelines. His 
challenge is to look all over RSTA and ask: 
"For which programs is survival an option? 
Which programs can meet state regulations 
and regain the accreditation?" 


Update 
on the 
Career 
and 
College 
Resource 
Center 
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Students in the Career and College Resource Center 
(photo by Liz Atkins) 


by Farzana Musa and Liz Atkins 
Register Forum Staff 

The Career and College Resource Center, with its new location on the first 
floor of the Rindge building in room R123, specializes in helping the students of 
CRLS, as well as other schools and the general public, with individual career and 
college planning. With valuable opportunities such as the College Fair, Financial Aid 
Night, the CRLS After Dark Career Seminar Series, as well as sponsorship of the 
Mary Mohrer Peer Leadership Organization, the CCRC is proud to announce their 
support of al! CRLS students, freshmen and seniors alike. 

Open at lunch time, before and after school and during the school day to any 
student with a pass, the CCRC offers help with career and college planing, applica- 
tions, financial aid, and scholarships which are prepared by Gail Stein, consultant to 
the public school system, and Dr. William Mangan of the Student Service Center and 
School 3. “This is a place for kids,” said the director of the CCRC, Ginny McCabe, 
but she says the CCRC is always a work in progress since information is always 
changing. However, with a four-year plan, introducing students to the program from 
freshman year, and with the help of retired volunteers and peer leaders provided through 
the Mary Mohrer Organization, the CCRC does its best to serve the public and adapt 
to an ever changing society and school. 

The CCRC is constantly expanding and is especially thankful to the peer 
leaders and volunteers as well as counselors who have made themselves available to 
help students in need. With an ever growing school, Ms. McCabe says, it’s hard to 
keep up and to provide for the needs of so many students. Members of the CCRC 
staff and especially Ginny McCabe emphasized the need for students. to take advan- 
tage of the opportunities available at the center, and to come for help when it is needed. 





Need some extra help? Our school has a program called the Cambridge School 


Volunteers Tutoring Center, where students who wish to work with a tutor can come and request 
help. Students are allowed to ask for help in any subject and there are tutors who are able to do lots 
of different things. Some of the volunteers who work here are retired professors, lawyers, chem- 
ists, and many Harvard and MIT students. CSV offers services during the school day, called Aca- 
demic Support Class, where students are assigned to the tutoring center. Students can also get help 
before and after school twice a week for those who can't make time during school day. Students 
who are seniors can get help with their college essays and also talk about the college life with tutors 
who are college students themselves. There are many international students who are learning 
English by simply talking with a tutor. Some students get help with SAT preparation. 

There are many things students can get help with, and they just need to come and ask for 
it. There are about 200 tutors who volunteer during the school year and about 300 students come 
for help. Many students have experienced the CSV, but lots of students haven't, so Rene Meshon, 
the coordinator of the CSV tutoring center, said that she wants students to know that there is a 
opportunity at the school where they can get help. 

--Farzana Musa 
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Harvard Protest Leads to Compromise 


Harvard protests, continued from page | 

The school’s Ad Hoc Committee 
on Employment Policies recommended al- 
ternatives to higher salaries. These alter- 
natives included medical benefits, addi- 
tional education opportunities, and even 
trips to museums. This particular option 
only drew more criticism from the student 
protestors, who declared that Harvard 
would rather “let them eat Renoirs” than 
actually pay its employees a standard liv- 
ing wage. 

It hadn’t always been this bad for 
Harvard’s employees. Almost ten years 
ago, Harvard’s janitors earned between $9 
and $10 an hour, which was well above 
the living wage at the time. Until the re- 
cent agreement, employees were earning 
what amounted to twenty-five percent less, 
which is what had the students up in arms. 

One student who had been active 
in the living wage campaign stressed the 
importance of getting involved even if you 
happen to be more fortunate. “I don’t feel 
right,” she was quoted as saying in The 
New York Times, “going home at night 
knowing that the people cleaning up after 
us and preparing our food aren't getting 


” 


paid enough to take care of their families. 

The employees themselves were 
touched by the support they received. 
"These students have chosen to stand up 
and take what I consider to be an incred- 
ible moral stand on behalf of people whose 
backgrounds are different from theirs,” said 
one employee, also quoted in The New 
York Times. “I think that’s a fine thing. To 
me, they’re a true reflection of what the 
university claims to be about. Harvard 
should be proud of them.” “It amazes me,” 
said another, “that there are people who 
would do this for other people. For guys 
like me.” 

Another benefit of the student 
protest was the way it transcended race and 
class. Most of the students involved in the 
protest were from very privileged back- 
grounds, but the people they were fighting 
for were mostly immigrants, mainly from 
Caribbean and Latin American countries. 

A committee will now consider 
what should be done next.. Even though it 
is not certain that the wages for Harvard 
employees will be raised, the fact that the 
issue is even being addressed is still a vic- 
tory for the dedicated student protesters. 


Who? this month in history 
Doug Henning 


by Liz Atkins, Register Forum Staff 


Doug Henning has often been ac- 
claimed as one of the most remarkable ma- 
gicians of modern times. Throughout his 
life, Henning worked with the hopes of not 
only providing his audiences with a spec- 
tacular and stunning show, but also to en- 
lighten and mystify through works which 
combined the art of magic 
with theater. 

Born as Douglas 
James Henning, in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada, Henning 
first became interested in 

_ Magic at the early age of six 
when he saw a women raised 
in the air under a magician’s 
magic on television. Thus, 
Henning began to practice 
magic with a kit and study 
from books at his local li- 
brary and at the age of 14, 

' Doug performed publicly at 

a friend’s birthday party, the 

first of many successful shows in the 

Toronto area. 

After completing high school, 
Henning enrolled at the University of 
McMasters with the intent of becoming a 
doctor. Here he studied the psychology of 
perception which helped him to understand 
the power of suggestion and attention ma- 
nipulation. Turning from his studies to 
magic, Doug never went back to complete 
medical school. 

With a $4,000 Canadian Council 
Grant for the study of magic, Henning was 
able to travel the world studying magic 
_ with the greatest magicians of his time such 


2 $5000 bank loan, he produced the world’s 








_as Dai Vernon and Slydini. Later, with a — 


earned him a nomination for a Tony award. 
In 1975, Doug performed on his first tele- 
vision special for NBC to be played in front 
of a live studio audience which assured that 
trick photography was not used. After eight 
months of designing illusions for the show, 
the first Doug Henning’s World of Magic 
aired on December of 1975 
and eventually won the Chris- 
topher Award for outstanding 
performance as. well as an 
Emmy, seven Emmy nomina- 
tions, and two consecutive 
nominations for Best Variety 
Show. Soon, Henning’s show 
became an annual event broad- 
~ casted worldwide, and Doug 
soon became the best known 
* magician in the world. 

Later accomplishments 
included his famous 1976 lec- 
ture, “Illusion and Reality” and 
his involvement with staged 
magic effects for the rock group Earth, 
Wind and Fire and Michael Jackson's origi- 
nal “Jacksons” tour. In 1979, Henning also 
created the largest musical show ever, 
Magical Mania, which opened in Tokyo, 
Japan. In February 13", 1983, Henning 
returned to Broadway for a second time in 
Merlin, produced by Ivan Reitman and Co- 
lumbia Pictures. Receiving 5 Tony nomi- 
nations, Merlin’s success led to yet another 
Broadway production, a larger version of 
Doug Henning’s World of Magic. 

In 1985, Doug became the con- 
sultant of Walt Disney’s Company of 
Imagineers called W.E.D and in 1986, 


Island oes park in Was 


Henning helped to design the sete 





had stood since 1880! 


The Way the 
Wind Blows 


Record-Breaking May Heat Wave 


A heat wave is defined in Boston as a period of three or more 90-degree days in 
arow. The cold winter we had rapidly turned into a hot spring in late April and early 
May. On May 2nd, the temperature in Boston soared to 91 degrees, tying the record 
set in 1930. The next day, May 3rd, looked to be a scorcher, with early predictions 
placing highs near 96 degrees. However, some slightly cooler air mixed down from 
aloft keeping the temperature down a bit. Even so, the temperature reached 92 de- 
grees, breaking the old record set in 1942 by 7 degrees. 

May 4th featured a bit more humidity and it did not seem Boston would make it 
to 90 degrees due to a cooling sea-breeze that was expected to develop. However, 
this sea- breeze never did develop and the temperature reached 90 in Boston, break- 
ing the old record of 88 degrees. More amazing though was that the record of 88 had 


The string of 90 degree days was the earliest heat wave in Boston history. The 
old record for the earliest heat wave was May 28-31. The heat wave this year beat 
that record by more than three weeks. In addition, places such as Hartford, Con- 
necticut and Providence, Rhode Island, broke their records for earliest heat waves, 
which interestingly enough had just been set last year. A final interesting note about 
the heat wave was how quickly it went away. On the morning of May 7th, frost was 
widespread throughout the area, as temperature cooled into the 30’s. This represents 
a 50-60 degree temperature change in under 3 days. 

There is sure to be a lot of speculation that global warming caused the recent 
outbreak of early record heat. My position on this is that global warming had little or 
nothing to do with it. A perfect set-up for early season heat occurred with a big high 
pressure system anchored along the mid-Atlantic coast. At most global warming 
added maybe one or two degrees to the afternoon highs from May 2nd to May 4th. 
Global warming is a change in climate and this means that it occurs gradually. It 
does not cause extreme weather events, but can only serve to intensify them a bit. 









by Alex Schenkman 
Register Forum Staff 

































Bus Crash Kills 4 Newton Middle 
School Students 


by Alannah Sharry 
Register Forum Staff 

A bubbly group of music students 
from the Oak Hill Middle School were on 
their way to play ina children's music fes- 
tival called the Atlantic Band Festival in 
Halifax when a tragic bus accident oc- 
curred on April 26 in Canada. 

The bus took a wrong turn off Route 
1, mistakenly taking the exit for the west- 
bound ramp rather than the eastbound 
ramp, heading for Nova Scotia. Because 
of this mistake, the driver had to make an 
acute turn to get back onto the highway 
and lost control of the vehicle, sending the 
45-foot charter bus off the ramp. The crash 
injured 37 passengers, and killed four stu- 
dents who were thrown from the bus. 

The police are not ruling out criminal 
charges against the driver, Hin C. Kan of 
New York City, and they questioned him 
for the two days following the accident in 
Canada. The police say that the driver was 
cooperative and gave a few reasons for his 
mistaken directions, as he had only looked 
at them once, and been asked on very short 
notice to relieve a driver in Canada of the 
four-day trip. Crystal Transport of Brighton 


_ had made plans with Oak Hill Middle 
Scheel to transport the Tinie aaa enkid: 








The bus crash at 4 A.M. left police 
baffled, because the bus was only a year 
old, and was in perfect working order. The 
darkness of the early morning may have 
contributed to the driver’s mistaken turn, 
but there is no full explanation as to why 
this happened. The general manager of 
Crystal Transport was asleep during the ac- 
cident, and awakened only after the bus 
went off of the highway. Therefore, he 
could provide no details as to what hap- 
pened prior to the crash. 

Parents and classmates at Oak Hill 
Middle School were devastated by the loss 
of four vibrant youths: Melissa Leung, an 
eighth grader; and Kayla Rosenberg, Greg 
Chan, and Stephen Glidden, all in seventh 
grade. The four students who died tragi- 
cally were remembered for their kindness, 
charisma, and, of course, their developing 
musical talents. Families from all over 
Newton gathered at Oak Hill the day after 
the crash, supporting and consoling the 


grieving families and countless disbeliev- 


ing young students. They sought solace 
through touching artwork and poetry, si- 


lent prayer, and communal food. A col 


lection was taken to assist the families 
funeral Lampe for the youths. 
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Our School Newspaper 


Let's face the facts. There is no doubt that athough we try hard, our newspa- 
per could use some improvements. For one thing, our paper only comes out once 
a month, unlike most schools who come out with a new issue every two or three 
weeks. Also, at average it's only eight pages long, whereas most school papers 
have 12 pages. However, this piece is not written for the purpose of putting down 
either the paper or those who contribute to writing for it. Those on the staff know 
how hard everyone works, and the writing put into our issues is not the problem. 
The problem is that very few people make any effort to write for the paper or to 
help in any way to put the paper together. Furthermore, because the paper is only 
written by few, it only expresses the opinions and views of few, which is against 
our intentions of expressing the ideas of everyone attending CRLS. 

Consider this: there are about 45 days per term, which comes out to nine 
weeks, which is a little more than two months! There are four columns on each 
page of the paper and each column is about 500 words long, sometimes more, 
sometimes less. So the work load comes out to four columns for eight newspaper 
pages, that's 32 500 word essays in one month which is half a term! Wow! Now 
you might be thinking to yourself, "Well, how do other schools manage to pull 
that off?" The answer to that would be, they've probably got a bigger staff! 

We emphasize that working for the paper is not an easy task, especially since 
there are only ten Register Forum staff members who often can't manage to do 
three essays each per month. These include research, interviews or any picture 
taking necessary and putting the paper together by themselves. Also out of 2,000 
students, only five or six correspondents contribute per issue in addition to the 
Register Forum club members! Where's the rest of the school? Any other sup- 
porters? The Register Forum would welcome contributors. 

Even though the year is almost over and this is the last issue, what our staff 
has to say is important since this paper and the writing within it reflects the school 
as a whole. Although students may not come back next year with such determi- 
nation to write, perhaps it will stay in the back of everyone's mind, and you as the 
individual might attend at least one or two Register Forum meetings. Then per- 
haps you'll say, "Yes, I like this! I think I will write a small something!" And with 
your article, column, poem, or essay you've chosen to write along with the many 
others we hope to receive, our paper will prosper and grow. 


Capital punishment has become ama- — 
jor topic of political debate. What message é 
» send? Perhaps — 


“shall be'shea for in th image oe God He 
_ mademan.” Onthe contrary, I suppose that _ 


ae as wae to spiritual perfection. 


Bush Chooses Economy over 
Environment 


The economy is more important than the environment. Drilling for oil in a 
pristine Alaskan wildlife refuge is okay, because we’re only drilling in a little bit of 
t... and after all, it’s not like any humans who contribute to the economy live there or 
anything. The United States, as the foremost industrialized nation in the world, doesn’t 
need to try to cut its greenhouse gas emissions per the Kyoto agreement; that’s some- 
one else’s problem. These are the cornerstones of the Bush environmental policy. 

In a March 29th, 2001 press conference, President George W. Bush was quoted 
as saying (regarding his greenhouse gas policy and environmental issues in general), 
“T will explain as clearly as I can, today and every other chance I get, that we will not 
do anything that harms our economy.” Bush went on to state our nation’s best inter- 
est lies in “realistic, common sense environmental policy.” Translation: Bush believes 
the economy is more important than the environment regardless of the issue or the 
long-term impacts. 

Take Bush’s proposed drilling for oil in Alaska, which he claims will stimulate 
the economy. This is an extremely short-sighted measure that will only provide enough 
oil to propel our SUVs a brief time. The worst part is that it probably won’t even 
matter; the economy fluctuates constantly and in the time it would take to pass a bill 
allowing the drilling, allocate the funds, explore for the oil, and build the facilities 
needed for drilling, it’s even odds that the economy will have completely recovered. 
It’s entirely possible and even very likely that the drilling will turn out, in retrospect, 
to have been a waste of time and resources. 

All in all, Bush’s environmental stance is (to paraphrase a recent Bush press 
release) that the environment is secondary to maintaining the lifestyle of the Ameri- 
can people. Living in luxury is all well and good, and I’m sure that the wealthier in 
American society enjoy their lifestyles very much (for we all should know by now 
what Bush thinks of the working-class and impoverished — he doesn’t think of them.) 

However, something rather obvious to take into account, which Bush seems to 
have forgotten, is that rich lifestyles don’t mean very much if we don’t have a world 
to live them on. At the risk of sounding corny and being labeled a tree-loving hippie, 
rich foods won’t taste that good if the air we breathe is so foul that it turns the taste in 
one’s mouth sour. There’s no point in owning a vacation house if there’s nowhere 
pleasant to go on vacation. And all the nice clothes in the world won’t help one look 
pretty if one’s skin is charred from the hole in the ozone layer. It’s something to think 
about when we decide on leaving car windows open instead of air conditioning, and 
something to think about when we all reach voting age and Bush is on the ballot in 
2004. 


The Beauty of the Art Program 


Over the years, CRLS has had a great art department whose classes are consistently 
among the most requested in the school. CRLS art students have improved and 
refined their skills under the capable instruction of the teachers in the art department, 
whose dedication and commitment to their work has significantly helped art students 
get accepted to quality art programs. If these students had been unable to pursue art 
at CRLS, it would have been much harder for them to get accepted to these programs. 

There are many art classes in our school, each of which have their own individual 
strengths. Students can pick art classes which most interest them and continue with 
their studies for three to four years of instructions in the same art discipline, which 
greatly increases their chances of getting into a good arts school once they graduate. 


Art, continued on page 9 


by Rebecca Motherwe Swanson, Register Param Staff 


ales to be atheists or anoetice? Ido 
not know. : 
a person set capital punishment could. Ican philosophize and intellectual- 
fi oe galore. However, the truth is that if 
_ there is a Power greater than myself out 
there, I certainly ain't Him. I do not have 
~ answers, but I cannot help being fasci- 
nated by the questions themselves. Timo- 
_ thy McVeigh was playing God. He had 
_ noright to take the lives of 168 innocent 
human beings. Therefore, humility is how 
deal with this situation. I feel that the 


Therefore, many ape! believe that we are 
in the 
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How I Got Out 
of School 


by Layla Schlack 
Register Forum Staff 


Every student in every high school 
has, at some point, wished there were a way 
for him or her not to go to class, but to 
graduate on time anyway. Doing an intern- 
ship can serve this purpose, and can prove 
to be much more. 

For me, I reached the second semes- 
ter having all my credits, and already 
__ knowing where I was going to college. The 
rest of the school year loomed before me 
like some sort of cruel and unusual pun- 


From the Environment to the FBI...Low Points for President Bush 





ishment. I tried to sneak my way into early 
graduation (which is impossible), and 
learned I could do an internship. 

The first step was to find a place that 
needed me, a high school student with no 
experience in any professional field. I 
called around and got several people tell- 
ing me they just didn't need my help, but 
wished me the best of luck. Finally, I found 
anon-paying position, which I figured was 
better than nothing, and jumped on. 

The next step was to make all of the 
arrangements with the school, which was 
surprisingly easy. Ms. Hallice, who is in 
charge of Rindge's work-based learning 
program, gave me a form to have my su- 
pervisor, parents, guidance counselor, and 
myself sign. The only other work involved 
was dropping all my classes and asking 
teachers to grant me credits for the first half 


_by Joe Trevithick, Register Forum Staff 


It seems sometimes that this new admin- 
istration is never going to stop both amazing 
and disgusting me. Over the last few months, 
a number of things have happened which make 
me have less and less faith in this president and 
his cronies. Bush's first one hundred days may 
have been ruled a success by analysts, but I 
would hate to see what they've given to what 
happened after. With the political and diplo- 
matic disaster with the EP-3E in China, and the 
trade conference in Canada, I thought the US 
would be safe from more problems until the end 
of the year. Silly me, I give the US govern- 
thent too much credit... 


"| am a man of constant sorrow..." 

The FBI is in the news again, and has once 
again screwed up an important investigation. 
The FBI was found recently to have more evi- 
dence in the Oklahoma City bombing trial, 
which was never presented in court. This could 
possibly (though not likely) have profound ef- 
fects on the verdict in the trial of Timothy 
McVeigh, who was originally sentenced to die 





on May 16th. Still the real problem is not that _ 
_ the FBI bungled what is probably one of the _ 


worst terrorist acts on American s 
‘chat thiv is’ 


mission on Human Rights. It is the general 


news since the Iran-Contra scandal in the 80's, 
has been trying unsuccessfully to once again 
expand its role. The shooting down of a plane 
carrying missionaries out of Peru recently is 
testimony to why the CIA should be controlled. 
Peruvian forces were acting on CIA informa- 
tion when they shot down the plane. This is in 
addition to the gross disorganization in the Pe- 
ruvian chain of command and in communica- 


tions between US advisors and Peruvian forces. 


These organizations still operate like they don't 
have to answer to anybody. They fail to remem- 
ber that the Freedom of Information Act and 
their current attitude could cost them their jobs. 


"| have no friends to help me now..." 

In other recent news the US was voted off 
two important UN sub-committees. The US 
was removed democratically from both the UN 
Commission on Human Rights, and the UN's 
International Drug Control Board. While there 


is much speculation on why this happened, there 


is a fairly accepted view concerning the Com- 


belief that the US's refusal to sign the Kyoto 
Accord and our continued | pursi 





t of an ABM - 


of the year. Every two weeks, 
Ms. Hallice, other students doing 
internships and myself meet to 
discuss our project. This, along 
with evaluation forms for my 
progress report and report card, 
comprise my involvement with 
Rindge. Many other interns, how- 
ever, still take a few classes, de- 
pending on what credits they 
need. 

I am now immersed in a new 
world of computer technology 
and office politics. What I thought 
would be an easy way out of 
school has provided me with in- 
valuable experiences and knowl- 
edge that most high school stu- 
dents won't learn for a few years. 
Next time you're sitting in class, 
wishing you weren't, bear in mind 
that there are other options. 


Lowering the 
Voting Age 


by Paul Heintz 
Register Forum Staff 

On June 4, the Cambridge City Coun- 
cil will vote on a proposition to lower the 
voting age for local elections. If approved, 
the bill would allow sixteen and seventeen 


year olds to vote in City Council and School - 


Committee elections, thus giving every 
high school student the opportunity to vote 
at least once before he or she graduated. 
There is nothing more important to 
maintaining a responsible government than 
voting. However, in recent years, voter 
turnout has decreased dramatically. In Cam- 
bridge, 58% of registered voters partici- 
pated in the 1987 elections, but only 40% 


chased them into Columbia long ago, but now 
they seem to be returning. Along with the US 
sponsored incident in Peru, its seems logical that 
their would be a move to get the US out. 

Now, instead of being the bigger country, 
the US federal government has chosen to make 
a big deal about this whole matter by making a 
stink about paying debts that are owed to the 
UN. A measure is currently going through Con- 
gress concerning partial stoppage of payments 
to the UN. This seems like a move to try and 
send this country back to the days of isolation- 
ist policies and international strife. The Bush 
administration seems to think that we can still 
keep talking like this, not doing anything, act- 
ing hypocritical, telling people what to do, and 
problems in the world will change. You can treat 
the new this era like business as usual, and that 
is becoming more and more obvious. 


"But there is one promise that is given..." 

As if searching for more things to mess 
with, George W. Bush is seeking to open pro- 
tected land in Alaska for drilling. The justifi- 


derness is that it might help reduce extremely 


cation of destroying thousands of acres of wil- - 





voted in 1997. I believe that this is a crisis 
situation. 

In order to reverse this dangerous 
trend, I think that it is important to get 
young people into the habit of voting while 
they are still in high school. Many kids feel 
disconnected with the political process be- 


cause they don’t have any direct influence 


over it. It is very likely that if high school 
students were able to have a say in who 
represented them in our local government, 
they would be more inclined to keep in- 
formed. 

Most CRLS students have an opinion 
on such important issues as school choice. 
It seems ridiculous to me that those who 
will be most directly affected by the deci- 
sions reached by the School Committee 
have no means of ensuring that their voices 
are heard. Certainly, non-voters can attend 
hearings and speak to their councilors, but 
there is a big difference between passive 
participation and representative democracy. 

Few age groups are affected more by 
City Council and School Committee deci- 
sions than high school students. We see the 
results of their actions on a daily basis, and 
our educational well-being is dependent 
upon them. 

Furthermore, people who vote in their 
twenties are very likely to continue doing 
so throughout their lives. However, 18-24 
year olds show up at the polls less than any 
other age group. I believe that if young 
people had the chance to vote while they 
were in a supportive and informed environ- 
ment, such as high school, they would con- 
tinue voting throughout their twenties and 
the rest of their lives. 

The City Council is on the verge of 
making’a very important decision. Call your 
City Councilors or write them a letter. Let 
them know that it is high time that we at- 
tempt to reverse the trend of low voter turn- 
out. Let them know that sixteen and seven- 
teen year olds want their voices heard. 


verse effects on the ozone or environment. This 
is similar to the President of South Africa say- 
ing there is no connection between HIV and 
AIDS. These things have been proven through 
testing and re-testing by the scientific commu- 
nity. 

On the matter of reducing oil prices in the 
US, one might want to look at why there is a 
problem. One, the original problem was when 
distributors in the US started charging an in- 
creased rate for imported oil. Two, OPEC then 
decided to hike rates following actions in Is- 
rael and continued US support for them (along 
with their general dislike of us as a nation). 
OPEC is a problem that we seem to have 
brought about. While George Bush cannot right 
the wrongs of past administrations, he doesn't 
have to exacerbate them. Without our history 
of putting US interests first on the matter of oil, 


Dee, 


no matter what country it was in, OPEC would - 


probably never have been formed. OPEC 
merely there to protect oil-producing natio 


from us. This situation, both at home and — 
abroad, could easily make for huge probit e 


It seems like nothing is new, we' 
ing ourselves overseas despite | lack of of 
We have to deal with a world that no lor n 


toabldoby Files emaiine 


= 














Congratulations! 
Today is your day. 

You're off to Great Places! 
You're off and away! 


You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. 
You can steer yourself any direction you choose. 

You're on your own. And you know what you know. 

And YOU are the guy who'll decide where to go. 


You'll look up and down streets. Look 'em over with care. 
About some you will sxay, "I don't choose to go there." 
With your head full of brains and your shoes full of feet, 
you're too smart to go down any not-so-good street. 


And you may not find any you'll want to go down. 
In that case, of course, you'll head straight out of town. 


It's opener there in the wide open air. 


Out there things can happen and frequently do 
to people as brainy and footsy as you. 


And when things start to happen, don't worry. Don't stew. 
Just go right along. You'll start happening too. 


OH! THE PLACES YOU'LL GO! 


You'll be on your way up! You'll be seeing great sights! 
You'll join the high fliers who soar to high heights. 


You won't lag behind, because you'll have the speed. 
You'll pass the whole gang and you'll soon take the lead. 
Wherever you fly, you'll be best of the best. 

Wherever you go, you will top all the rest. 


Except when you don't. 
Because, sometimes, you won't. 


I'm sorry to say so but, sadly, it's true 
that Bang-ups 

and Hang-ups 

can happen to you. 


You can get all hung up in a prickle-ly perch. 
And your gang will fly on. You'll be left in a Lurch. 


You'll come down from the Lurch with an unpleasant bump. 


And the chances are, then, that you'll be in a Slump. 


And when you're in a Slump, you're not in for much fun. 
Un-slumping yourself is not easily done. 


You will come to a place where the streets are not marked. 
Some windows are lighted. But mostly they're darked. 

A place you could sprain both your elbow and chin! 

Do you dare to stay out? Do you dare to go in? 

How much can you lose? How much can you win? 


And IF you go in, should you turn left or right... 

or right-and-three-quarters? Or, maybe, not quite? 
Or go around back and sneak in from behind? 

Simple it's not, I'm afraid you will find, 

for a mind-maker-upper to make up his mind. 

You can get so confused that you'll start in to race 
down long wiggled roads at a break-necking pace 
grind on for miles across weirdish wild space, — 
headed, I fear, toward a most useless place. 





Lice. 
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or waiting for their hair to grow. 
Everyone is just waiting. 


Waiting for the fish to bite 

or waiting for wind to fly a kite 

or waiting around for Friday night 

or waiting, perhaps, for their Uncle Jake 
or a pot to boil, or a Better Break 

or a string of pearls, or a pair of pants 
or a wig with curls, or Another Chance. 
Everyone is just waiting. 


NO! 
That's not for you! 


Somehow you'll escape all that waiting and staying. 


You'll find the bright places where Boom Bands are playing. 


With banner flip-flapping once more you'll ride high! 
Ready for anything under the sky. 
Ready because you're that kind of a guy! 


Oh, the places you'll go! There is fun to be done! 

There are points to be scored. There are games to be won. 
And the magical things you can do with that ball 

will make you the winning-est winner of all. 

Fame! You'll be famous as famous can be, 

with the whole wide world watching you win on TV. 


Except when they don't. 
Because, sometimes, they won't. 


I'm afraid that some times you'll play lonely games too. 
Games you can't win 'cause you'll play against you. 


All Alone! Whether you like it or not, 
Alone will be something you'll be quite a lot. 


And when you're alone, there's a very good chance 
you'll meet things that scare you right out of your pants. 
There are some, down the road between hither and yon, 
that can scare you so much you won't want to go on. 


But on you will go though the weather be foul. 

On you will go though your enemies prowl. 

On you will go though the Hakken-Kraks howl. 

Onward up many a frightening creek, : 

though your arms may get sore and your sneakers may leak 


On and on you will hike. 
And I know you'll hike far 


‘and face up to your problems 


whatever they are. 


You'll get mixed up, of course, as you already know. 
You'll get mixed up with many strange birds as you go. 
So be sure when you step. 

Step with care and great tact 

and remember that Life's 

a Great Balancing Act. 

Just never forget to be dexterous and deft. 

And never mix up your right foot with your left. 


And will you succeed? 


Yes! You will, indeed! 
(98 and 3/4 percent guaranteed.) : 


KID, YOU'LL MOVE MOUNTAINS! 








KMarew ell 


UmMH>aHuUmY 


To The 


Class 


of 
2001 









___-vigil to say the names of his four dead 
' , he has a flashback to his own 
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ALL SOULS | 


A Family Story from Southie. 


e 








Michael Patrick MacDonald 


All Souls 


Author Visits 
CRLS 


by Jessica Rubin-Wills 
Register Forum Staff 


On Tuesday, April 24, CRLS was 
lucky to welcome Michael Patrick 
MacDonald, the author of All Souls: A 
Family Story from Southie. The book is a 
memoir of Mr. MacDonaid's experiences 
growing up in South Boston, "the best place 
in the world,” as his mother used to say. It 
is the central contradiction of the book that 
a place so full of crime, poverty, drugs, and 
violence, which claimed the lives of four 
of Michael's brothers and countless others, 
can at the same time inspire such a feeling 
of strong community pride in its residents. 

Mr. MacDonald's visit was sponsored 
by Positive Edge. He spoke to students at 
an assembly during the school day and vis- 
ited many classes. In addifion,.in the 
evening a special event was held in the 
Main Cafeteria to allow the public to meet 
Mr. MacDonald and hear him read excerpts 
of his book. 

The evening reception began with po- 
etry recitals by members of the commu- 
nity, including CRLS student Adrienne 
Leslie. After the reading from All Souls, 
Mr. MacDonald took questions from the 
audience, which included Assistant Prin- 
cipal Caroline Hunter, City Councilors 
Marjorie Decker and Ken Reeves, and 


many parents, students, and community ~ 


members. Although each person ap- 
proached the book from a different perspec- 
tive, they all wanted to express how mov- 
ing and powerful it was for them to read. 
When the book opens, Mr. MacDonald 
is an adult working for an anti-violence 
organization in Boston. As he meets with 
families who have lost children to inner- 
city violence, he realizes that Southie is a 
community in denial, trying to remain si- 
lent and ignore the problems that exist 
there. He is inspired to organize a vigil at 
the local church on All Soul's Day, where 
his friends and neighbors from Southie 
come up one by one to recognize loved 


~ ones they have lost to drugs and crime. 


- As he stands on the altar during the 








arts and entertainment 


of view of the Southie residents in order 
to help us see the other side of this diffi- 
cult period in Boston's history. We also 
come across some famous names, includ- 
ing gangster Whitey Bulger, who is viewed 
as a protector by the members of his com- 
munity while he runs the drug trade that is 
destroying many families. 

All Souls is a tribute to the MacDonald 
family, to "all souls" from Southie, and, 
above all, to the human power of survival. 
As Mr. MacDonald read passages from the 
book and discussed them with the audi- 
ence at CRLS, he shared what an impor- 
tant healing process it was for him to be 
able to write this book and face up to the 
painful experiences in his past. He also 
inspired others in the audience to share 
some of their stories about growing up in 
poverty and feeling invisible to the rest of 
society. 


Chicken Soup 
for the Teenage 
Soul IT 


by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, and 
Kimberly Kirberger 





Reviewed by Emily Kanstroom 
Register Forum Staff 


Chicken soup is the classic remedy for 
physical illness. Children come to associ- 
ate it with parental healing, and love and 
tenderness. The "Chicken Soup" series 
warms the mind in just the same way. As 
a teenager especially, but in any role we 
play—mother, child, or even a member of 
a congregation, we often think that our 
problems are only our own. We honestly 
believe that no one else could ever have 
felt what we feel, or know the extent to 
which we hurt. The feeling of relief at 
hearing the words that pound through our 
own heads spilling from the pen of another 
is unimaginable. This book is beyond 
beautiful. It is a necessity of life. 

"Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul 


II" has personal stories of relationships,’ 


friendships, love and even "tough stuff". 
Adolescence is difficult enough without 
constantly feeling alone. Each story ad- 
dresses the feelings any teenager might 
have. Sometimes it’s comforting in the 
perverse way of simply finding out that 
there are people who have it worse, and 
one’s own problems seem unimportant. 
More often, however, it’s comforting to 
hear someone else verbalize one’s own 
deepest confessions, and provide a moral. 
More times than I can remember, I have 
read this book only to realize that a pas- 
sage in it mirrors my journal almost ex- 
actly. Each time, I sigh with contentment, 
and, without the pressure conversation or 
confession, read what someone else 
poured out onto the page. 

My mother has "Chicken Soup for the 
Woman’s Soul", and my younger sister has 
the child’s version. This series keep grow- 
ing and expanding based on contributions 
from any reader who has a story or advice 
to share. The only rule is that is must come 
straight from the heart so it can heal some- 
one else’s soul. I cannot recommend this 


series enough, and there is truly a book _ 
for everyone. I’ve read itsomuch, know 









Artist of the Month 


Farzana Musa 





This month, the Register Forum is recognizing the artistic efforts of Farzana 
Musa. Throughout the three years that Farzana has been here at CRLS, she has 
explored art genres from photography to the fine arts. She has participated in art 
classes such as Beginning Art, Intermediate Art, Senior Portfolio and Introduction to 
Photography. When asked about her experiences in these classes, Farzana 
answered,“The teachers ‘gave me hope that I can succeed in art and continue it in 
college. I will, but not as a major.” ; 

The themes most prevalent throughout her work express her feelings and emo- 
tions, “in order to communicate some understanding of myself,” Farzana explained. 
Furthermore, Farzana is a hard working student and artist, and for this, Farzana, the 
Register Forum commends you. Keep up the good work. 
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Uncensored. Uninhibited. Unmarried. 





Movie Review 


BRIDGET 
JONES'S 
DIARY 


Reviewed by Catlin Bergin 
Register Forum Staff 


I am not going to try to pass off 
Bridget Jone's Diary as a movie suited 
for anyone - it's not. While I found it 
absolutely hilarious, entertaining, and 
romantic, I acknowledge that this will 
not be true for everyone who experi- 
ences it. However I urge you to give 
it a chance, because you just might be 
pleasantly surprised. : 

Bridget Jones is the boisterously 






















Maze 
by Hobin Sohn 


entertaining look at one year in the life 
of Bridget Jones, a semi-overweight 
32 year old woman living in London. 
Plagued by a less than magnificent 
love life and a dull career, she resolves 
to change her life for the better by low- 
ering her alcohol and tobacco intake, 
losing weight, and, most important of 
all, finding the right man. Though she 
doesn't make much progress on any of 
her goals, her most elusive, and irri- 
tating, problem comes with the last 
goal - the right man. 

Many objected to the casting of 
Renee Zellweger, a thin little Texan, 
for the part of the beloved heroine of 
the movie. However, after putting on 
a good amount of weight, and pulling 
off a decent British accent (although 
sometimes slightly over done) she 
comes out on top. As she progresses 
from Tragic Spinster to Wonton Sex 
Goddess, Renee pulls off the alluring, 
yet sometimes pathetic character of 
Bridget. With help from her mother, 
she meets Mark Darcy, played by 
Colin Firth, who some may remem- 
ber played essentially the same char- 
acter, Mr Darcy, in the BBC mini-se- 
ries version of Jane Austen's "Pride and 
Prejudice," which if you haven't seen 
I also recommend. In fact the author 
of the novel from which the movie is 
based admits to being an Austen fan, 
and created the character specifically 
for Firth. The opposite of Bridget's 
idea of the right man, Mr. Darcy be- 
gins on the wrong foot as the stuck up 
lawyer, who is overheard at a holiday 
party calling her a "verbally inconti- 
nent spinster." 

However, to help her along her 
journey of mishaps is Hugh Grant, as 


Daniel Cleaver, Bridget's lying, 
coniving boss, with whom she has an 
affair. Grant, a personal favorite of 
mine, is absolutely brilliant as the 
meanie, who Bridget thinks is the so- 
lution to her man problem. A step 
away from his usual stuttering, En- 
glish, gentlemanly character, Grant is 


possibly the greatest highlight of the 


film. However, when Bridget finds 
out Daniel's real personality, after he 
lies about his past with Darcy, and his 
affair with another woman, she must 
look at Mark in another light, and 
choose between the two. 

Bridget's haphazard year is only- 
made more hilarious by her naive and 
entertaining conflicts, from choosing 
whether sexy or tummy slimming un- 
derwear will be more useful, to her 
appearance at what she thought was 
a costume party. It is highly enter- 
taining to watch Bridget try to make 
changes that, as she finds out, may 
not get her to her goal, because why 
change when some say they like her 
just as she is? 





The Beauty 
of the Art 
Program 


Art, continued from page 4 
Confidence is also built with this 
training, which helps prepare students 
for the demanding schedule of most 
art schools. 

Another strength of the CRLS art 
program is its variety. Most of time, 
















_ to art classes. However, if these 


Today 


by Dolly Orme-Johnson 


My falling red whisper 
sees this perfect morning, 
as it tumbles 

across your pillow, 

and giggles you awake. 
Shards of blue grass reveal them- 
selves, 

glittering in soft sunshine. 
Now slow smiles 

spread sleepy lips 

as we breathe our hellos. 
Trapped here, you hold me, 
and let the slow world 
revolve on by. 





incoming 9" graders don’t know what 
form of art they are interested in. Our 
school has many different types of both 
fine arts and technical arts classes, which 
provides students with a great opportunity 
to experiment with different disciplines. 

In the 2002 school year, the art 
program is undergoing fairly significant 
changes. As we should all know, mini- 
courses are being implemented next year. 
Allart teachers will be required to devote 
one period in their schedule to mini- 
courses. What this means is that with the 
addition of the mini-courses, CRLS will 
lose three beginning level art classes, two 
beginning level photo classes, one 
ceramics class and one beginning 
electronic image making class. This hurts 
art students who are serious about 
pursuifig-their chosen discipline; since 
most art classes and all beginning level 
art is already oversubscribed, students 
will have even less of a chance of getting 
into classes which are very important, 
both to them and to art colleges looking 
at portfolios and high school transcripts. 

In place of these full year courses, 
mini-courses can hardly suffice to meet 
demand. Perhaps mini-courses are fine 
for students not interested in the arts who 
are taking mini courses just to fullfill their 
arts graduation requirement. But for 
committed arts students, two classes a 
week simply aren’t enough to build a 
portfolio. Mini-courses can’t help but 
suggest an “elementary school” 
experience, which certainly doesn’t 
impress on a college application. 

All in all, though, the facts are that 
there will be mini-courses next year. This 
requires that the mini-courses be well 
developed and implemented to achieve _ 
the goal of giving more students acces 


are negative experi 
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CRLS Tennis 
Continues Quiet 
Dominance 


by Eddie Crane 
Register Forum Staff 


With the CRLS volleyball team 
recieving the large share of the praise 
and attention this spring, the CRLS ten- 
nis teams are wondering when a little 
love is going to get thrown their way. 
What is the only undefeated spring 
sports team at CRLS? No, it’s not the 
volleyball team, they got bashed by 
Latin Academy. The only undefeated 
spring sports team is the Boys tennis 
team, finishing the season as the unde- 
feated GBL champs. The Girls aren’t 
too shabby themselves, having merely 
one loss as co-GBL champs (tied with 
those damn Spy Ponders). 

The Boys team is led by first singles 
Liam Crane and the first doubles team 
of Nikias Stefanakis and Peter Crane. 
The team hasn’t lost a match at either 
doubles positions all year. Second 
singles Edward Crane has lost a few 
close matches, but he's the glue that 
makes this team sticky. Freshman Curtis 
Duffy has also stepped up to make some 
big contributions on the team. 

The tennis team has never had much 
luck in the state tournament, but they 
hope to change that this year. Going 
from playing the Somerville tennis team 
to playing the Lincoln Sudbury tennis 
team is quite a difference, yet this year's 
team has a lot of experience and they 
are ready for the fierce competition of 
the state tournament. No matter what 
happens Coach Ward Gay is proud of 
this year's team. 

The Girls team is also looking to 
make some noise in the state tourna- 
ment. After dropping their first match 
with Arlington, the team looked like a 
lock for second place. But the team 
bounced back, and defeated Arlington 
in the second matchup. CRLS and Ar- 
lington finished the season tied for first 
place and they will have to share the 
GBL championship. The team is led by 
third singles Lucy Lindsey, who is un- 
defeated, and captain Natalie Akula, 
who plays second singles. 

Both teams are playing well enter- 
ing the state tournament and they hope 
to have one or two home matches in the 
state tourney. A lot of support is ex- 
pected and groupies are welcome. 

















Kurt Gurdal slams it home in a recent victory against Boston Latin 


The Volleyball Team 
Strikes Back 


by Eddie Crane and Adam Zeisel 
Register Forum Staff 


The defending state champions. An undefeated streak stretching back to 
1999. The ESPN Volleyball coach of the year, Ms. Diclemente. Unanimously 
selected the #1 team in the state in preseason rankings. The Boys Volleyball 
team has amassed quite a number of accolades for their domination over the 
last two seasons, but here is one phrase they didn't want to describe their 
team: Embarassed by a mediocre league opponent. 

Well, that's what happened when the Falcons faced off against Latin 
Academy. The Falcons, who were hampered by injuries, fell to a team that 
was vastly inferior. It was a David vs. Goliath showdown, and Latin Academy 
was able to pull off a shocker. The Falcon players stared in awe as the Latin 
Academy crowd stormed the court and rejoiced with their team. One would 
have thought something extraordinary had happened. Well, it had and the Fal- 
cons weren't too happy. They departed the court, bitter and angry. Captain 
Kurt Gurdal swore revenge. " I will defeat Latin Academy, if its the last thing 
Ido." 

His prophecy came true, as Cambridge had another shot at Latin Acad- 
emy, except this time the match was going to be in the Al Cocculuto Gymna- 
sium, the most feared home court advantage in all of high school sports. The 
Falcons put the swagger and rude confidence that they developed during their 
incredible victory streak to the side, and got down to business. Latin Academy 
had the match close, at 0-0, but that didn't last long. The first game was a 
debacle. Cambridge won 15-6, but it wasn't over there. The players remem- 
bered that brutal loss to Latin Academy. It wasn't going to happen again. The 
second game was an even greater debacle as Cambridge finished off Latin 
Academy 15-3. 

Still upset about the one minor blemish, the CRLS Volleyball team enters 
the state tournament with an edge. The hopes for a perfect season have been 
ruined, but a second consecutive state championship would do plenty to make 
the team forget. 


Mouthguards 
and Heart 


by Emily Kanstroom 
Register Forum Staff 

We have half the number of players 
all our opponents have. Most of us had 
never held a stick before preseason. We 
sort of know the rules. We're the first ever 
CRLS girls lacrosse team. 

Right, so we lose pretty much every 
game. But that is how programs start 
We've been playing 10 weeks, and many 
of our opponents have been playing ter 
years! Give us a little time, and we'll b 
able to compete. In fact, just this pas! 
week, the team almost beat Matignon ir 
a hard-fought loss--- 10-8. We're improv- 
ing by leaps and bounds, and this gam« 
was evidence of the team's true potential 

Lacrosse is extremely complicated 
We sometimes think the refs are making 
up the rules. But the truth is, we are get: 
ting better every single day, and more 
importantly, we're having fun. I'm no 
going to pretend its fun to lose 17-2. bui 
you've gotta come see the heart and spiri 
this team has. Even after such a loss, thi: 
team smiles, shrugs it off and is alway: 
in line to shake hands with the oppenent: 
before the opponents have even finishec 
walking off the field. 

I venture to say that the girls lacross« 
team may be one of the best teams around 
just for pure sportsmanship and support 
From the field, I know that the girls neve: 
stop cheering each other on. They chee: 
louder when someone makes a mistake 
They cheer through mouthguards, hea 
and exhaustion. So, if you only see « 
bunch of girls in huge goggles with stick: 
they sometimes know how to use, you'r 
not looking very hard. These girls ar¢ 
breaking new ground for the sport and the 
city, and everyone should come see : 
game. And who knows, with a few mor 
fans, we might pick up our first win! 


Track Update 


by Noah Rosenblum 
Register Forum Correspondent 


It's official. As of Tuesday, the fif 
teenth of May, the Cambridge boys and girl 
track programs became the undefeate¢ 
Greater Boston League Champions 
Though most people unacquainted with the 
team imagined they would win effortlessly 
the truth is far more subtle. The Lady Fal 
cons came off a heart-breaking runner-uf 
finish at the all-state meet last season to bea 
their long-time rival Somerville, to whon 
they lost last year. Meanhile the boys tear 
came together against Peabody, coming 
back from an 18 point deficit to win th 
meet. 

As an undefeated season draws to 
close, come cheer for the teams and look 
for them to make a strong showing at th 
Class and State meets later this spring. With 
a long list of standouts, including Timm! 
OE he Zeisel, Zack Habtemichael 





falcons forum 


tep it up, GBL! 


y Eddie Crane 
egister Forum Sports Editior 


Four years as a CRLS athlete and I've 
alized one thing. CRLS needs to move 
ut of the Greater Boston League. 

Imagine that there was a class where 
/4 of the students couldn't read and the 
other 1/4 were rocket scientists. That 
must be a rough situation. Yeah, well 
hats what its like in the GBL. 

Medford, Malden, and Revere are all 
wound awful. Everett and Arlington are 
0th one sport wonders (football and 
jockey, respectively). Waltham and 
Peabody have some good teams, but 
nothing special. Cambridge has had un- 
Jefeated teams in every GBL season this 
year. The Soccer team in the fall, Bas- 
ketball in the winter, and Tennis in the 
spring. Not to mention, the Cross Coun- 
ry and Track and Field teams, which go 
indefeated in every season. 

Winning just isn't much fun anymore. 


Random Thoughts 

To contradict everything that I just 
said, the lacrosse teams are reaily hor- 
rible (except I don't think they play in 
the GBL). Way to go embarassing your- 
selves. And stop walking around school 
with your lacrosse sticks, just put them 
in your locker. I have the feeling that if 
baseball players did the same and 
walked around school with their base- 
ball bats, then that wouldn't be tolerated. 
Or what if I came in to school and started 
wacking tennis balls off the walls? I 
don't think that would be too cool, but 
some lacrosse fools insist on coming into 
school and tossing that little ball around 
in the hallways. Why don't we all just 
go live in the suburbs? 

Congratulations to the Boys Base- 
ball and Girls Softball teams, both of 
which qualified for the state tournament 
after not being in the postseason for a 
very long time. 





May 2001 Register Forum Page 11 





CEN 





The Register Forum 
congratulates 
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EAST CAMBRIDGE 
SAVINGS BANK 


A Symbol of Community Strength Since 1854 


Belmont * Cambridge ¢ Somerville 


617.354.7700 


www.ecsb.com 





| Member FDIC/Member DIF 
. The first $100,000 per depositor is insured by the FDIC; all deposits above this amount are 
insured by the Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). 


aie | -- Equal Opportunity Lender 
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